

















INTRODUCTION





     This collection development statement is intended to define the collection policy of the Ave Maria School of Law Library and to provide a blueprint for the maintenance and expansion of the Law Library’s collection.  It describes collection management and development practice in a systematic way that reflects the needs of the constituencies served by the Law Library.  It provides collection management and development librarians with the means to achieve consistency in the selection and deselection processes, to shape a more responsive collection, and to allocate funds more effectively in the support of the Law Library’s goals and its users’ needs.  It seeks to foster better communication and shared values among individual collection development librarians; and, seeks to provide information considered fundamental to external and internal budgetary preparation and allocation processes.  It has the increasingly important role of  addressing the Law Library’s position on the preferred mix of access to information in electronic format with ownership of physical volumes.  Finally, it seeks to establish useful priorities to guide cataloging, retrospective conversion, and preservation decisions made by the Law Library.





     This collection statement expresses the current needs of the law school community.  Because academic programs grow and change, the statement will be periodically reviewed and revised, if necessary, to meet current and future needs.  Changes in specific segments may be a continuing process, but a formal review of the entire statement will be done at regular intervals.





PHILOSOPHY & GOALS OF THE AVE MARIA SCHOOL OF LAW 


AND LAW LIBRARY





     Ave Maria School of Law is a Catholic law school dedicated to educating lawyers with the finest professional skills.  Inspired by Pope John Paul II’s encyclical Fides et Ratio, Ave Maria School of Law offers a distinctive education – an education characterized by the harmony of faith and reason.  Formed by outstanding professional training and a distinctive educational philosophy, Ave Maria’s graduates will be equipped for leading positions in law firms, corporate legal offices, the judiciary, and national, state, and local government.  





          











        Ave Maria’s mission is to offer an outstanding legal education in fidelity to the Catholic Faith, as expressed through Sacred Tradition, Sacred Scripture, and the teaching authority of the Church.  University legal education began in Catholic universities, and Catholic law schools have been the bearers of a tradition that safeguards the dignity of the human person and the common good.  Ave Maria School of Law affirms Catholic legal education’s traditional emphasis on the only secure foundation for human freedom –the natural law written on the heart of every human being.  It affirms the need for society to rediscover those human and moral truths that flow from the nature of the human person and that safeguard human freedom.





     Ave Maria School of Law’s substantive vision first includes educating lawyers with the finest professional skills through providing an outstanding legal education.  The School is interested in training lawyers of professional distinction.   Ave Maria’s commitment to excellence in teaching goes beyond training students in the necessary technical skills of the law.  Its students are trained to reflect critically on the law and their proper role within the legal system.  The School’s teaching integrates the moral and social teachings of the Catholic Church with the more conventional aspects of legal education and is dedicated to forming persons capable of leading flourishing lives through their vocation in the law.





     Ave Maria recognizes that within each person there exists a yearning for truth and a thirst to attain full knowledge of that truth.  Its faculty, therefore, joins in the enterprise of research, discovery, and communicating truth in their respective areas of expertise.  The faculty makes a conscious effort to include the moral social teachings of the Catholic Church where possible in their teaching.





     The School of Law attempts to serve the common good and recognizes that all areas of legal practice, both public and private, contributes to this effort.  Thus, the School attempts to acquaint its graduates with serving in private practice, legal aid organizations and other public service areas, in the academy, and in business.  





     The Ave Maria community of faculty, administrators, students, alumni, and staff is based on the inherent dignity of every human being stemming from our creation in the image and likeness of God and raised to a new level by our redemption by Jesus Christ.  In recognition of the dignity of all, this community welcomes people of all faiths who wish to receive the education provided and extends a welcome to join in this dedication to the truth.  





     Therefore, the mission of the Ave Maria School of Law Library is designed to meet the research needs of the law school’s students, satisfy the demands of the law school curriculum, and facilitate the education of its students.  It also supports the teaching, research, and service interests of the faculty, and serves the school’s special teaching, research, and service objectives.  The value of the Ave Maria Law Library is grounded in 
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its ability to fully support the Law School’s distinctive mission characterized by the harmony of faith and reason, and all library purchases are designed to support this mission.  The Law Library is a small library that seeks to be a responsive, relevant, and active force within the educational life of the School of Law, and has as its guiding force “putting the student first.”  It is a law library that puts as much emphasis on the access to information resources as it does on the ownership of information resources.





OPERATING PRINCIPLES





     Five major principles guide the Law Library’s collection development philosophy.





Purchasing decisions are designed primarily to serve and support the law school’s stated goal of educating lawyers with the finest professional skills and legal knowledge.





           This principle means that both breadth and depth are emphasized in all collection development decisions and that the law library core collection is supplemented by additional material that further enhances the value of the core collection.  





Purchasing sufficiently in supporting the law school’s unique mission of integrating the moral and social teachings of the Catholic Church in its program of legal instruction.





      Adherence to this principle allows Ave Maria to offer a legal education enhanced by the Catholic intellectual tradition, a rich heritage of thought based on the harmony of faith and reason.  This part of the collection will also support the teaching of special courses that emphasize the natural law tradition, the moral foundations of law, the Catholic teachings on social justice, and the relationship between law and morality.  





Purchasing in the criminal justice area as well as the non-law areas of the social sciences and humanities.





           Since Ave Maria is not affiliated with an on-campus undergraduate college or university, it is necessary to give its students access to materials not ordinarily found in those law schools that have this advantage.  Thus, titles in criminal justice, political science, American and World history, economics, philosophy, psychology, and sociology are an integral part of the library collection.      





4.  Newly emerging areas of the law are also emphasized.





           While there is some fluctuation involved with this principle, an attempt is made to ensure that the most current areas of the law that are being discussed in legal newspapers, magazines, and newsletters are represented in the collection.  Currently, titles in the areas 
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of cyberlaw, e-commerce, bioethics, and elder law are being added to the collection.





5.  Considering purchasing new titles in a web-based format where possible.





           This principle recognizes the trend in the provision of information resources that is clearly moving toward “access” rather than the “ownership” of resources.  Purchasing of titles in electronic formats allows the Law Library to maintain smaller on-site collections, and, at the same time, increases its information offerings to its patrons.  





FACTORS AFFECTING OPERATING


PRINCIPLES





     Current or future need or demand for materials is of primary concern when choosing items to be added to the Law Library’s collection.  Other factors which affect the application of the general operating principles to actual selection decisions are:





availability in the format desired


cost


faculty interest


quality of authors and publishers     





     These factors influence the selection of works that fall outside the relatively limited range of materials that are automatically purchased by the library.  Materials that are automatically purchased include treatises by leading authors on subjects currently taught at the law school, American law reviews, state and federal statutes and court reports.





Availability in Format Desired





           While the Law Library is interested in increasing its electronic holdings, the fact remains that most titles are unavailable in electronic formats.  Thus, it is sometimes necessary to purchase a title in a less desirable format (i.e. hardcopy, microform, etc.).





Cost





           Cost is a factor to some extent in every selection decision, even though some materials are purchased almost regardless of cost.  Generally, a negative purchasing decision will be based upon cost and one of the other listed factors.  For example, a costly title that is only available in an unsuitable format would probably not be purchased unless specifically requested by a faculty member teaching or doing research in that area of the law.
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Faculty Interest





           At Ave Maria, faculty interest is a crucial factor in many purchasing decisions.  In fact, when a new faculty member is hired, he/she is asked to submit a list of suggested 


hardcopy and periodical titles to the library for purchase to support their teaching and 


research interests.  When there is doubt about a particular selection, a “Recommendation 


for Purchase” form is sent to the applicable faculty member with a copy of the vendor’s brochure attached.  Faculty are encouraged to request materials and are consulted about possible purchases in their respective subject areas on a regular basis.  Unless the cost is excessively prohibitive, faculty requests for purchasing are usually honored.  





Quality of Author and Publisher





           The objective is to buy only those items that meet a certain level of quality based on the selector’s knowledge of authors and publishers.  Faculty assistance in gauging author and publisher quality may be requested.  At times, reviews are also used; however, a bad review does not necessarily mean an item will not be purchased since evidence of controversy may provide adequate reason to purchase the material.





SELECTION STATEMENT





     Acquisitions decisions are made primarily by the Director of the Law Library.  However, the other professional librarians are encouraged to make suggestions where desired.  Materials are selected from Rothman/Hein Green Slips, vendor catalogs, publishers’ flyers, salespeople visits and faculty and student recommendations.





     The Ave Maria Law Library has chosen, at this time, not to be a depository of government documents, either selective or otherwise.  Experience has shown that, in general, only a small percentage of documents are ever chosen and although all documents are initially free when received through depository programs, their acquisition involves commitment to the considerable costs for housing, maintenance, and processing these materials.  Being a depository library also opens the library up for GPO Inspections and all that entails.  It should be pointed out, however, that should circumstances change and/or specific requests be made, this decision is subject to review in the future, and the purchase of government documents will always be based on the same criteria as the other materials in the collection.  





SUBJECT AREA COLLECTION INTENSITY





Comprehensive:  A collection that attempts, so far as is reasonably possible, to include all significant works in a defined field of study or defined geographical area.  The aim of the comprehensive collection level is exhaustiveness.
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           ___  All Michigan Law


           ___  Catholic Social Teaching and the Law





Research:  All material required for faculty and student instruction and independent research.  Includes major published source materials and a wide selection of monographs.





           ___  Administrative Law                                      ___  Federal Courts


  


           ___ Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)     ___  Federal Taxation


           ___ Antitrust Law                                             ___  Health Law


           ___ Bankruptcy                                                 ___  Human Rights


          ___  Bioethics                                                     ___  Intellectual Property Law


          ___  Business Organizations                               ___ Jurisprudence                                                                                                                                                  


          ___  Canon Law                                                  ___ Law, Ethics, and Public Policy


           ___ Conflicts                                                     ___  Moral Foundations of the Law


           ___ Constitutional Law                                     ___  Professional Responsibility


           ___ Criminal Law                                              ___  Secured Transactions


           ___ Criminal Procedure                                     ___  Securities Regulations


           ___ Employment Discrimination                      ___  Trial and App Advocacy Skills                                                             


           ___ Employee Rights                                        ___  Trust and Estates


           ___ Estate Planning


           ___ Evidence


           ___ Federal Litigation                                                                


                                                       


3.  Instructional Support:  Adequate to support the J.D. program.  The emphasis is on building current and representative collections adequate to maintain knowledge of a subject for limited or generalized purposes, but less than that required for scholarly research.





           ___  American Legal History                               ___  Labor Law


           ___  Arbitration                                                    ___  Land Use Planning  


           ___  Civil Procedure                                            ___  Legal Research, Writing and


          ___  Commercial Paper                                                 Advocacy (LRWA)


           ___  Complex Litigation                                      ___  Legislation


           ___  Computers and the Law                               ___   Medical Malpractice


           ___  Consumer Law                                             ___  National Security Law


           ___  Contracts                                                      ___  Papal Encyclicals


           ___  Corporate Tax                                              ___  Partnership Taxation 


           ___  Ecclesiastical History                                   ___  Products Liability                                        


           ___  English Legal History                                   ___  Property


           ___  Environmental Law                                      ___  Real Estate Transactions


           ___  Family Law                                                   ___  Religious Freedom
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           ___  Immigration Law                                          ___  Remedies                                                                  


           ___  Insurance Law                                               ___  Sales





           ___  International Business Transactions             ___  State and Local Government                                                   


           ___  International and Corporate Tax                   ___  Torts


           ___  International Law                                          ___  Workers’ Compensation                                         


 


Basic Information:  Up-to-date general materials which will aid readers’ immediate understanding of a subject and will serve to introduce readers to the subject and to other sources of available information.  Such a collection usually includes dictionaries, encyclopedias, handbooks, or a combination of these, in the minimum number which will serve the purpose.  A basic information collection is not sufficiently intensive to support instruction in any course in the subject area involved.





           ___  Atlases


           ___  Career Services Texts                                 ___ Legal Dictionaries


           ___  General Dictionaries                                   ___ Legal Directories


           ___  General Directories                                     ___ Legal Encyclopedias


           ___  General Encyclopedias                               ___ Thesauri


           ___  General Reference Works








Out of Scope:  The library does not collect in this area.





           ___  All other types of materials are generally out of scope for the Ave Maria 


                   Law Library collection.








MATERIALS FORMAT CONSIDERATIONS





     The Law Library satisfies ABA core collection requirements as stated in Interpretation 606-7 of the “Standards for Approval of Law Schools and Interpretations.”





Monographs





           Monographs will be purchased according to the collection intensity levels set out above under the various subject categories.  Standing orders will be maintained for West hornbooks and nutshells, including multiple copies for courses where warranted.  Casebooks are only rarely purchased with library funds, however, faculty donated titles will be added to the collection where necessary.
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Loose-Leaf Services





           The Law Library continues to acquire and maintain quality loose-leaf services from reputable legal publishers which foster, contribute to and facilitate top-grade 


teaching and research activity.  Due to cost factors, however, loose-leaf services are closely scrutinized before purchase.  Factors to be considered in selection decisions include:





Electronic availability of the title.


The known and projected teaching and research activity in the subject area.


The availability and utility of duplicated material in the existing collection.


Whether the currency of the material is essential to research in the particular


subject-area (taxation, telecommunications), and if so, the frequency of updating.


The extent of the publisher’s value-added features, such as annotations, 


           arrangement, and accessing aids.


     f.   Where competing services are involved, whether more than one is necessary for the


           researcher.  This determination may be facilitated by consultation with


           appropriate faculty members.





     When loose-leaf titles no longer meet selection criteria and are of no interest to 


faculty, they will not be supplemented.  A decision will then be made by the professional librarians on whether to withdraw them from the collection, or allow them to remain with a “not kept current” label affixed to the front cover.





Serials





           The professional librarians will routinely assess the periodicals collection to determine whether new titles should be purchased.  Key determinants of these decisions will be (a) does the title fit within the law school curriculum and mission, (b) is it indexed in LegalTrac, the Index to Legal Periodicals, and/or the Current Law Index, and (c)  is it available electronically?  The Law Library uses the William S. Hein Co. as its serials subscription agent.





           Where gaps exist in the holdings, titles will be reviewed individually to ascertain whether to fill in the gaps, leave the sets incomplete, or dispose of the set as being no longer useful.  The availability of retrospective materials will, of course, be a factor in the final decision.





          Multiple copies of serials will be provided for heavily used items, especially Michigan materials.  State bar journals will be collected on microfiche from Hein.
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Microforms





          Microforms are added to the Law Library collection for the following reasons:





to reduce the shelf space required to house materials.


to fill in gaps in a serial or multi-volume title.


to preserve fragile materials.


to collect materials for which the Law Library would have insufficient      


      space if preserved in hard copy.


to collect materials otherwise unavailable to the Law Library in hard


      copy, such as “out of print” materials.


f.    to provide a backup for a hard copy title that is frequently used.





          Materials now in microform format include the CIS U.S. Serial Set, U.S. Supreme Court Records & Briefs, State Session Laws, Pre NRS Cases, the 1st Series of the National Reporter System, West’s Decennial Digest Series, Hein’s Federal Legislative History Collection and Bar Journal Series, the Federal Register, the Code of Federal Regulations, the Congressional Record, the United Nations Treaty Series,  Hein’s U.S. Treaties and Other International Agreements, the Canon Law Collection from the University of California at Berkeley, 19th and 20th Century Legal Treatises, the 18th Century Law Series, the Published Records of the American Colonies, Medieval Jurisprudence, and Sir William Blackstone & the Foundation of English Law Series.     Hardcopy indexes exist for much of this material and are located in the Microforms Room. Individual microform cabinets are properly marked to assist in locating the needed material.  Both a new microfiche reader-printer and a reader-only are located in the Microforms Room to assist patrons in reading and copying the available material.





Audio and Video Cassettes





           Audio and Video formats play an integral part in the Law Library collection. The collection includes “May It Please the Court” which is a series composed of audiotapes of live recordings of some of the U.S. Supreme Court’s most famous cases.  This collection also includes the Sum & Substance Audiotape Series which covers numerous law school course subjects.  Audiotapes of the annual meetings of the American Association of Law Libraries (AALL) and the Association of American Law Schools (AALS) are also included in the collection.





     The videotape collection includes the popular “Law in Popular Culture” series which is made up of commercial films from today and yesterday that show lawyers at work, the legal system in general, or the criminal justice system in action.  The Catholic Church and religion in general are also represented in the video collection.  The National Institute for Trial Advocacy (NITA), the American Bar Association (ABA), the National Audiovisual Center, and the American Arbitration Association (AAA) also provide videotapes of 
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interest to the library’s collection.





6.  Electronic Materials





           The Law Library is fully committed to providing legal materials in electronic format, including online, interactive video, and web-based products.  A conscious decision has been made not to provide materials in CD-ROM format due to the transitory nature of that format.  WESTLAW and LEXIS are still the primary online products available to students in the Law Library.  





          The Interactive Courtroom, an interactive video training system developed at the Stanford Law School, has recently been purchased by the Law Library and is used extensively in the law school’s evidence class.  Available in a videodisk format, this series was created specifically for training students in practical courtroom and lawyering skills.  


          


          As the number of legal resources has grown in a web-based format, the library has made this format a very important part of its overall collection.  Ave Maria students now have access to a plethora of web-based databases (both law and non-law) through the law school network.  Some of the major titles include the Matthew-Bender Electronic Library, LegalTrac, the Biography Resource Center, Business & Industry, Computer ASAP, EconLit, ERIC, Expanded Academic ASAP, Gales Ready Reference Shelf, Health Resource Center, Humanities Abstracts, Literature Resource Center, MEDLINE, MusicLiterature, PsycFIRST, Social Science Abstracts, and the World Book Encyclopedia.





7.  Newspapers and Magazines





          The Law Library subscribes to selective Catholic, legal and general newspapers of both a local and national nature.  In the Catholic newspaper area, the Michigan Catholic, National Catholic Register, Catholic Times, L’Osservatore Romano (English edition), and The Wanderer are available.  Legal newspapers includes the National Law Journal, the American Lawyer, Legal Times, and Lawyer’s Weekly.  Popular newspapers available include the New York Times, the Washington Post, USA Today, the Detroit News and Detroit Free Press, the Ann Arbor News, and the Michigan Chronicle.  These newspapers are only kept for one week and are not archived.





           As part of its current awareness responsibilities, the Law Library subscribes to both Catholic and popular magazines.  Catholic magazines include, First Things, Crisis, Catholic Faith, the New Oxford Review, Touchstone, Catholic World Report, Catholic Dossier, and Commonweal.  Popular magazines include, US News & World Report, Time, Newsweek, National Review, New Republic, Forbes, Money, Fortune, 
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Consumer Reports, Sports Illustrated, People, PC World, PC Magazine, Parents, Self, Working Woman, Better Homes and Gardens, and Bon Apetite. The Weekly Standard, the American Spectator, and Commentary round out the list. 





FOREIGN LAW MATERIALS





          The Law Library will rely primarily on LEXIS to provide coverage of foreign law cases, statutes, regulations, law journals and news sources.  Twenty-five countries and/or areas of the world are covered in LEXIS.  These include, Argentina, Asia/Pacific Rim, Australia, Canada, Dutch, England and Great Britain, European Communities, Germany, Hong Kong/China, Ireland, Malaysia, Mexico, the Mideast/Africa, New Zealand, North/South America, the Philippines, Scotland, Singapore, South Africa, and Switzerland.  At present, only English materials have been purchased.  The microfiche version of the English Reports, The Law Reports, and Halsbury’s Laws of England are part of the collection.  LEXIS has excellent English and Canadian libraries which include the All England Law Reports (from 1936) and the Dominion Law Reports (Canada) from 1912.  These two countries are presently the primary focus of the foreign law section of the collection.





GIFT POLICY





          Gifts of either cash or library materials are accepted provided there are no conditions attached and the materials conform to the existing selection guidelines.  No commitments to accept gifts shall be made by anyone on the library staff other than the Director of the Law Library.





          The following guidelines are applied to gifts:





The Law Library will determine the classification, housing and circulation of all gift items.


The Law Library retains the right to dispose of gifts any time and in any manner deemed appropriate.


The Law Library will NOT appraise the value of any gift.


A list of items donated will be supplied to the donor by the Law Library as part of the letter of acknowledgment.


Book plates noting the donation will be used to show appropriate appreciation for the gift.





WEEDING POLICY





          Judicious and systematic discarding of library materials is important to keep the collection as current and relevant as possible.  It is also a necessity because of space limitations in the Law Library.  
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It is the policy of the Law Library to reevaluate its collection continuously in conjunction with the selection of new and replacement items.  Weeding is to be done only by the professional librarians. 


Works to be discarded may include:





Materials which contain obsolete information.


Superseded editions.


Surplus copies of standard works no longer in demand for supplemental use.





REVISION OF THE COLLECTION


DEVELOPMENT POLICY





          This policy will be reviewed on a continuous basis by the Director of the Law Library and the other professional librarians to determine if its existing guidelines are being followed or if recent curriculum changes demand its revision.
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