











All Purpose Pre-Baltimore
Response Form

SCCLL-97

Name

Library

Address

Telephone Fax

a Baltimore Wake Up Call — I want to partake of continental breakfast at 9 a.m., July
20, 1997, in Baltimore during the SCCLL Business Meeting

a Here is my $10 in check made out to “AALL.”
Q I will tender $10 at the door in check form.

U Activities Area— [ wantto help staff the SIS table in the activities area. My preferred
times are as follows:

a (1) day time
a (2) day time
Q (3) day time

(Instructions: Select 1-2 hour blocks between Sunday, July 20, 1 p.m.- 5 p.m., Monday, July 21, 8§ a.m.-12

noonand 2:15 -5 p.m., and Tuesday July 22, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. Assignedtimes will be confirmed at the Business
Meeting.)

Please return your responses by June 30 to Donna Bausch by fax at (757) 622-4406 or

by e-mail at dbausch@leo.vsla.edu or by mail at Norfolk Law Library 1300 Dominion Tower
999 Waterside Drive Norfolk, VA 23510
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A copy of the letter sent by AALL
President Frank Houdek to the
Executive Director of the State
Justice Institute regarding the
certification of state court law li-
brarians.

January 29, 1997

David Tevelin, Executive Director
State Justice Institute

1650 King Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

RE: National Center for State Courts Certification Program for State Court Librarians

Mr. Tevelin:

It has been brought to our attention that the State Justice Institute is considering a proposal from the
National Center for State Courts that would fund a certification program for state court librarians. We urge you
to postpone any decisions on the grant request pending adequate study and resolution of the following issues.
We believethat it would be inadvisable to invest substantial resources in a curriculum such as this without involving
the only national association of law libraries. The American Association of Law Libraries was founded in 1906
to promote and enhance the value of law libraries to the legal and public communities, to foster the profession
oflaw librarianship, and to provide leadershipin the field of legal information. Today, with nearly 5,000 members,
the Association represents law librarians and related professionals who are affiliated with a wide range of
institutions, including courts.

The proposal before you provides no explanation or justification for a certification program for court
librarians. We are notaware of any empirical research, informal surveys, oreven apocryphal evidence to indicate

that courts are dissatisfied with the training opportunities now available through current providers of both graduate
and continuing education programs for librarians.

As part of its educational mission the AALL provides many opportunities in multiple formats for both
basic and continuing education for court librarians. We feel that we are the appropriate group to be training
information professionals for work in any legal environment, just as it is standard practice for other professions
to handle certification or credentialing for its members, such as attorneys, educators and medical workers. The
Association’s current long range plan, the 1994-1998 Strategic Challen ge, specifically addresses this concept, and
our Professional Development Committee is currently exploring credenti aling for those working in law library
settings.

We would be happy to work with the State Justice Institute and the National Center for State Courts

inassuringthat AALL continues to offer courses appropriate for law librarians working in courtsettings and meets
the needs of all management teams.

Thank you for this opportunity to express our concerns about the proposal before you.
Sincerely,

Frank Houdek, President
Law Library Director and Professor of Law
Southern Illinois University School of Law Library

Judith A. Meadows, President-Elect
State Law Library of Montana

Copy:

Victor Flango Vice President
Research Division

National Center for State Courts
300 Newport Avenue
Williamsburg, VA 23187-1815
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