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Chair's Message

I had a wonderful response from the fall Newsletter, and I
want to thank our superb editors for producing such a good
1ssue and keeping to a schedule. Good job, Regina & Kathy!

One of the challenges those of us who work in public law
libraries face is that of the infamous “problem patron”. Law
libraries may not attract the number of homeless and latchkey
children as do our public libraries, but we certainly have
our share of clients who require special effort, time and
consideration. They run the gamut from untrained paralegal
students to unbathed pro se patrons. During the American
Library Association’s Midwinter Meeting in San Antonio on
January 25th, there will be an open hearing on “Guidelines
Regarding Patron Behavior and Library Usage.” The hearing
is sponsored by a special task force appointed by ALA’s
Intellectual Freedom Committee. Some of our members
may be attending ALLA’s Midwinter meeting, in which case
I heartily recommend participation at this hearing.

Albert Brecht, Director of the University of Southern
California Law Library and Past President of AALL, sent me
a copy of a survey recently conducted of USC law students
who clerked after their first or second year of law school. I
have extracted some interesting items from this survey which
I would like to share with you.

Following are samples from those who clerked after their
first year of law school. In answer tothe question, “Did your
employer have a law librarian to assist you in performing
research?”, the following was given, “The court has a
judicial library that is staffed with librarians but usually just
forlocating books.” !!! 60% of these summer clerks received
no kind of introduction to research in their library, and
roughly the same percentage received no LEXIS or WEST-
LAW training. Some of the more interestin g suggestions for
better law school preparation were:

« Discuss practice guide more
« More on how to narrow searches
« Local Court Rules as sources of procedural law
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e  More on cite checking (had to learn in a hurry)
e  More emphasis on looseleafs, jury verdict services
would be helpful

The survey of second-year students provided some rather
disturbing reactions. Only 13% of these students clerked
outside of law firms, but [ don’t think any of us should feel
good about these comments which were given to the
question of whether the employer had a law librarian to
assist in performing research:

 Part-time librarian but not much legal knowledge and
not much help

o Was of little help

o The librarian wasn’t much help for legal research but
helped me find appropriate material

¢ The law librarian was very unhelpful

« Pretty helpful but after 2 years of law school I didn’t
really need the librarian (!1)
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Message from the Editors

We would like to express our thanks to the William S. Hein
& Co., Inc. for continuing to print this newsletter free of
charge. Wealso thank all of our members who took the time
out of their busy schedules this past year 10 send material for
this publication. For those we haven’t heard from, add “Write
an article for the SCCLL Newsletter” to your 1992 New
Year's Resolutions.

This newsletter is produced in a DOS environment using
Pagemaker. If possible, send your article on a 51/40r31/2
inch floppy disk in a text or ascii file. We will continue to
accept newsletter articles in any readable printed format.
Mail all submissions to Regina Smith, Jenkins Memorial
Law Library, 841 Chestnut Street, Suite 1220, Philadelphia,
PA 19107 or telefax to (215) 925-2105.

Wishing you a Happy and Healthy New Year.

Kathy Coon & Regina Smith
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NOMINATING COMMITTH]

The Nominating Committee has begun work on a slate of
candidates for 1992/93. We are also trying to identify
SCCLL members who might be potential candidates for
AALL office. We would welcome suggestions.  Please
contact Ann Fessenden, Chair, or one of the committee
members: Carol Posten, Gail Warren, Martha Cox, Kai-Yun

Chiu, and Sandra Howell.

AALL 1992 - 93 NOMINATIONS

For Vice-President/President-Elect:
Patrick E. Kehoe, Director
The American University
Washington College of Law Library
Washington, DC

Kay M. Todd, Senior Legal Researcher
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker
Atlanta, GA

For Treasurer:
Mary Smith Forman,
Director of Library Services
Akerman, Senterfit & Eidson
Orlando, Fl1

Judith A. Meadows, State Law Librarian
State Law Library of Montana
Helena, MT

For Executive Board:
Margaret Maes Axtmann,
Assistant Director for Technical Services
University of Minnesota Law Library
Minneapolis, MN

James S. Heller, Director
Marshall-Wythe Law Library
The College of William & Mary
Williamsburg, VA

James L. Hoover, Director
Columbia University

Law School Library

New York, NY

Patricia Patterson

Director of Legal Information Services
Schiff, Hardin & Waite

Chicago, IL







