SCCLL Centennial Committee Program:  Making the Impossible Possible 

The State, Court, and County Law Libraries Special Interest Section (SCCLL-SIS) is pleased to offer an alternative program in St. Louis on Monday, July 10, at 2-3 pm.  The SCCLL Special Committee on Centennial Celebration is organizing a “law librarians read” effort.  We have chosen the book The Impossible Will Take a Little While by Paul Loeb (Basic Books, 2004, ISBN: 0-465-04166-3).  This inspirational anthology presents the voices of many who have struggled for change, how hard it was for them, and what kept them going.  We encourage you to spend some time with the book, sharing ideas about it with colleagues in your libraries and local chapters.  Mr. Loeb has developed extensive discussion questions at his web site (http://www.soulofacitizen.org/newimp/impstudy.htm) including:   

· What stops us from acting on issues we care about? Have there been issues where you've wanted to take a stand, but didn't? Why do you think you didn't? 

· If there were issues where you did take a stand, what got you involved? 

· Do you feel like you can make a difference? Or do you hold back from acting because you think your efforts are futile? 

· What is it that keeps us going working for change even when results seem elusive or when we hit frustration? How much is it a sense of our own dignity? 

· How do we balance the importance of immediate results and long-term persistence? Are there times when you have to keep on even if you see no fruits? 

The July 10th program, coordinated by Jean Holcomb will feature a panel of SCCLL librarians discussing how they have brought about change in their libraries and communities.  Building on ideas from the book, they will share their stories and will make you a believer in the power of individuals to make a difference.  Share your own stories or comments on the book during the program.  Whether you have read the book or not, this program will provide a thoughtful conversation about our future and how we can lead change in our libraries, our communities, and our profession during the next one hundred years.

