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What this session is about

The Bluebook: A Uniform System of 
Citation (Columbia Law Review Ass’n, 
Harvard Law Review Ass’n, Univ. of Pa. 
Law Review, and The Yale Law Journal 
ed., 18th ed. 2005) [hereinafter BB] 
(including section entitled the Bluepages).
DON’T PANIC



What this session is not about

Journal-style citations
The “Yellow Book”:

Edward W. Jessen, California Style Manual: A 
Handbook of Legal Style for California Courts and 
Lawyers (4th ed. 2000).  KFC75 J47 2000 [REF & 
Patron Services]
Susan Heinrich-Wells, Using the California Style 
Manual and The Bluebook: A Practitioner’s Guide
(2000).  KFC75 H45 2000 [REF]

Court rules: BB, supra, at 27-43 tbl.BT.2.



Introduction to Citation

sentences versus clauses
2 typefaces
general style issues (R3, 5-9)
citation structure:

Signal
Source[s] / authority[ies] – full or short form
Explanatory parenthetical



Signals . . . 

Support
judgment calls
persuasion, credibility
accuracy, intellectual honesty

Contradiction
Background



Signals

in order (R1.3) = by persuasiveness:
first group by signal type
then order by signal
then list by order of authorities (R1.4 [default]) 

periods and semicolons



Explanatory parentheticals

When to use – R1.2
Opportunity for advocacy
Format issues:

(“[B]lah blah blah.”).
(holding that “blah blah blah”).
subsequent history – BB, supra, at 11.



Source / Authority

See generally BB, supra, at 6-23.
main portion of BB

cross-references, sources not covered
abbreviations
typefaces.  See id. at 23-24.

using Tables
short forms



Some Problem Areas

deposition transcripts
official case reporters
electronic version / only nonprint (R18)

differences between print and online
mystery meat
deciphering







A particularly hairy one

unpublished / depublished
BT.2.  See also BB, supra, at 90, 96.
Fed. R. App. P. 32.1(a) – cases decided Jan. 
1, 2007 or later
citable, but precedent or not??









Finding Help

inside back / front covers
index and table of contents
Alan L. Dworsky, User’s Guide to the Bluebook
(rev. for the 18th ed. 2006).  KF245 .D853 2000 
[REF]
Peter W. Martin, Introduction to Basic Legal 
Citation (2006), 
http://www.law.cornell.edu/citation/.
your legal reference librarian

http://www.law.cornell.edu/citation/


Sanity Check

R.W. Emerson, Self-Reliance, in Essays, 
First Series 37, 50 (Phillips, Sampson & 
Co. 1856) (1847) (“A foolish consistency is 
the hobgoblin of little minds, adored by 
little statesmen and philosophers and 
divines.”)
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