
subject you are interested in. After selecting it, a new list will appear under 
“Subcategory” (on the right-hand side) with additional subjects to choose 
from to narrow your search. You can select more than one subcategory by 
holding down the control key as you select items. 
 

 
 
If are interested in a particular subject and you know at least one word in the 
title of a journal on that subject (or one word likely to be in it), you can use the 
“Locate” tab. Just type at least one word into the “Title” box, and select 
either “Starts with,” “Contains,” or “Exact.” Then scroll through the 
“Category” box to find your subject area(s). You can select more than one 
subject by holding down the control key as you click on subject names. The 
“Locate” tab also allows you to search by ISSN and Vendor, and any com-
bination of Title, ISSN, Vendor, and Subject. 
 

 
 
Finally, if you already have a citation (or part of a citation) to a specific arti-
cle, you can search for that article by clicking on the “Citation Linker” tab. 
You don’t have to fill in every blank to use the Citation Linker.  

ELECTRONIC JOURNAL LOCATOR: 
THE LAW LIBRARY’S ONLINE    
PERIODICAL GUIDE  
by Kelly Milam 
 

I’M PRETTY BUSY, WHY SHOULD I BOTHER USING THE ELECTRONIC  
JOURNAL LOCATOR? 

 
Because it instantly links you to the law review and journal articles that you 
need for your research. The Electronic Journal Locator provides you with ac-
cess to every journal, magazine, and law review the law library subscribes to. It 
will lead you directly to the online full text articles whenever they are avail-
able, and if they are not available in full text, it tells you where you can find the 
library’s print and microform versions. Last but not least, if the library   
doesn’t have what you are looking for online, in print, or in microform, the Jour-
nal Locator will give you the link to our online interlibrary loan form, so that 
you can order your article from another library. 
 

OK, SOUNDS GREAT! BUT WHERE IS IT? 
 
It’s on the library’s web site. From the law school’s home page, just click on 
“Law Library.” Once the library’s home page opens, you’ll see “Library Re-
sources” in the middle of the page. The Electronic Journal Locator is the  
second option in that section. Just click on the link and you’re on your way! 
 

COOL! SO HOW DO I USE IT? 
 
It’s easy to use!  You can search by journal title, subject matter, title and sub-
ject matter, or by the citation.  
 
The default search is by journal title. If you know the name of the title of the 
journal you are looking for (or at least part of the title), you can either browse 
for it by clicking on the letter of the first word in its title, OR you can just type 
the first word of the title into the box and select “Starts With.” 
 
If you are not sure what word the journal starts with, but you know at least one 
word in its title, type it in the box, and select “Contains.” If you know the full 
journal title, type it in the box and select “Exact.” If you have any doubts at 
all, just type what you think the title is, and select “Contains.”  
 

 
If you don’t know what journal your article is in, or likely to be in, you can 
search by subject matter by clicking on the “Category” tab.  
 
First, scroll through the “Category” list (on the left-hand side), until you find the 



GREAT! I FOUND THE JOURNAL I AM INTERESTED IN, NOW  WHAT? 
 
Each journal record in your search results list will tell you all of the ways you 
can access it here at St. Thomas. If the full text is available online, this option 
will be indicated first.  
 

 
 
Just click on the name of the journal and you will go to the links for full text 
online version (if its available), and the library’s Tomcat record for our print 
and microform versions. The Tomcat record will tell you were to find these 
physical versions in the library. That’s all there is too it! 
 

 
 
WAIT, ONE LAST THING, WHAT’S UP WITH THOSE WEIRD SYMBOLS AT THE BOTTOM 

OF THE RECORD? 
 

The     symbols at the end of each record are just links to more 

information.  

By clicking on the   symbol, you can learn more about the journal 
and what volumes the library has. 
 

 
 
 
                      
 
T h e                         symbol takes you to the same records as clicking on the 
journal’s title does—it is just another way to get to the same place.  
 

 
 
And hey, before you go, remember—you don’t need to know the citation, 
or an article’s title, or even the name of a journal or an author. To get 
started, all you need to know is the subject you are interested in! 
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