PLL Grants Committee

Annual Report 2006 – 2007

The PLL-SIS Grants Committee is charged with awarding grants to PLL-SIS members to pay for their travel to and from the AALL Annual Meeting.  This requires funding, and as our account had been depleted by the awarding of several years’ worth of grants, the first task was to contact potential sponsors to request their donations to the Travel Grant account.  After attempts to contact our former sponsor were unsuccessful, an e-mail was sent out on the listserv, and three new sponsors offered to sponsor the grants.  Thanks go to Wolters-Kluwer, Quidlibet Research, Inc. and Jones-McClure Publishing for their support and their generosity.

Five PLL-SIS Travel Grants were awarded this year, to assist the following people in attending AALL in New Orleans:

Laurie Claywell, Kaufman & Canoles PC, Norfolk, VA

Diane Duffey, Habush Habush & Rottier S.C., Milwaukee, WI

Crystal Sherman, Riddell Williams P.S., Seattle, WA

Dorene Smith, Ater Wynne LLP, Portland, OR

Lisa Watkins, Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP, New York, NY

In addition, Matthew Elisha , Holme Roberts & Owen LLP, Denver, CO, was awarded a grant, but then found out he would be unable to attend AALL.

With rising airfares, and with AALL meeting in Portland, OR in 2008, it may be time to raise the upper limit of the grant, from $500 to $600 or maybe $650, depending on what fares are next spring.  I know that I can’t fly to Portland this year for $500, and I expect it will only get worse next year.

As always, new committee members are wanted.  There is a minimal time requirement, and a big reward in helping people attend the Annual Meeting who might otherwise have to stay home.
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