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Exploring British Librarianship continued from page 6

their doors and libraries for us to visit. 
All Souls College Library was particularly
impressive with its long book-lined hallway,
at the far end of
which is a statue 
of Sir William
Blackstone, a former
student, contributor 
to the university, 
and author of the
famous Blackstone’s
Commentaries on 
the Laws of England. 

Visits to
Publishers
Two of the most
notable British
publishing companies
allowed our 
group into their
headquarters as 
well. Oxford
University Press 
gave us a history 
of the OED as well
as a look at its
museum and library.
Blackwells invited us
to a luncheon, where we received a
demonstration of its online services and 

a chance to talk to several of its
representatives. Blackwells also held a
dinner in our honor the first week, with 

a cocktail hour and a 
four-course meal.

The British were proud 
to have us there and did
their best to prove it. 
The biggest event was a
welcoming reception in the
Divinity School, hosted by
the Bodleian Library. More
than 400 staff members
and other members of 
the Oxford community,
including authors and
professors, greeted the
American librarians under
the hallowed roof of this
ancient 17th century
building. British and
Americans joined together
to share a glass of wine
and a tale or two of life
and work in the library
field.

Tradition 
and History

Over the course of two weeks, the 
British eagerly and proudly showed the

Americans what they have accomplished,
what they are working on now, and in
what direction they are heading in the
future. While many of the activities and
future plans are similar to ours, they are
implemented within the context of 
400 years of tradition and history. After
spending time immersed in this cultural
way of life, 20 American librarians went
home with a different perspective on the
relative need for change and a deeper
understanding of their own contributions 
to the library world. Oxford, a city richly
steeped in history, was the perfect setting
to explore the history of libraries and
librarianship. 

Anyone interested in information on the
next seminar (May 21–June 3, 2000)
should contact: School of Information and
Library Science, CB # 3360, Manning
Hall, Chapel Hill, NC, 27599-3360;
919/962-8366; e-mail: oxford@ils.
unc.edu; or Web: www.ils.unc.edu/ils/
continuing_edu/oxford. 

Stephanie Papa (spapa@co.ba.md.us)
is Associate Law Librarian at the Baltimore
County Circuit Court Law Library in
Towson, Maryland.

The visiting librarians stopped for
refreshments at the first-floor cafe in
University Church.
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