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source materials and is dotted with tables
ideal for individual or group study. The
nature of the study environment on each
side is complemented and reinforced by
the design of the floor plan. 

Students are clearly happy with the
changes. “It’s much more professional, more
of a place to study, not so cloistered or
stuffy,” says Jennifer Park, a third-year law
student. “When I come here, I’m coming
to a real library and it’s so much more
conducive to my needs. I really like that it’s
connected with the university library.”

Dean Jeffery Brauch notes, “A
student just came up to me and said,

‘The law library is, like, ten times better
than it ever was before. Why didn’t you
do this when I was a 1L?’ I wasn’t asking
for his opinion on the law library—it
was completely unsolicited.” 

More to Come: PHASE II 
So what is left to look forward to? 
Phase II, that’s what. As funding
becomes available, plans are in place to
further enhance the law library study
environment by:
• Upgrading library seating with 

fully ergonomic models;
• Widening carrels to better

accommodate both books and laptops;
• Creating a number of individual study

rooms in addition to the present group
study rooms; and

• Building an environmentally
controlled special collections room to
better protect and feature law library
special collections, with a grand
reading room containing additional
carrels and tables for study space. �

Margaret Christiansen
(margchr@regent.edu) is associate director
of the Regent University Law Library in
Virginia Beach.

Regent law students Drew Paige and Liz Anderson enjoy the comfortable seating and panoramic view of the new entrance.
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