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Although it was dark by the time 
I arrived, I still welcomed the
quiet reprieve of the McDonald’s

Corporation Campus, the site of the fall
Executive Board meeting held November
3-5. In addition to the formal board
meeting, other activities included a
meeting of the Finance and Budget
Committee and the Futures Summit.

Futures Summit
This year’s fall Executive Board meeting
witnessed the first Futures Summit,
an initiative by President Darcy
Kirk and the Futures Summit
Planning Special Committee.
During the course of the
Futures Summit, approximately
30 AALL members, as well as
the Executive Board, began
discussing changes in the
profession, leadership and mentoring,
and communication. Andy Hines,
lecturer and executive-in-residence at 
the University of Houston’s Graduate
Program in Future Studies and academic
futurist, was the keynote speaker at the
Futures Summit. Maureen Sullivan, 
an organization development consultant
whose practice focuses on delivery 
of consulting and training services 
to libraries and other information
organizations, served as the facilitator 
for the breakout session discussion and
dialogue. 

Questions for discussion included
but were not limited to: 

• What do academic librarians,
private law librarians, and
state/court/county law librarians
need to remain essential to their
organizations?

• How could the Association better
organize to support academic,
private, and state/court/county 
law librarians? 

• How can law librarians play a
proactive role in the modern
evolution of legal education/
law firm/court and county
government operations? 

• What would encourage you to
become more of a leader in the
Association, and what can the
Association do to support your
leadership? 

• What strategies should the
Association adopt to communicate
more effectively with members? 

• How should the Association
communicate with those outside 
of the Association? 

Overall, the Futures Summit was
well-received by all and provided the
discussion and framework for how the

Association may wish to lead and provide
services to its members in the near future.

Board Meeting
President Kirk presided over the
Executive Board meeting, welcoming
Vice President Jean Wenger; Past
President Joyce Manna Janto; Secretary
Deborah Rusin; Treasurer Susan Lewis;
and board members Kathleen Brown,
Lucy Curci-Gonzalez, Greg Lambert,
Diane Rodriguez, Ronald Wheeler, and

Donna Williams. Also in attendance
were Council of Chapter

Presidents Chair Patricia
Barbone and Special Interest
Section (SIS) Council Chair
Kathy Carlson. Headquarters
staff members in attendance

included Kate Hagan, executive
director; Paula Davidson, director

of finance and administration; 
Emily Feltren, interim director of the
Government Relations Office; Pam
Reisinger, director of meetings; Kim
Rundle, executive assistant to the
executive director; and Celeste Smith,
director of education. Vendor Liaison
Margie Maes also attended the meeting,
as did guests David Lutz of Velvet
Chainsaw Consulting; Michael
Ginsborg, AALL member; Julie Pabarja,
AALL member; Holly Riccio, AALL
member; and Timothy Tlusty and 
Dan Kowitz, IEG consultants.

Action Items
Action items are agenda items for which
a vote of the board is required. The
following action items were among 
those approved and adopted by the
board during the meeting:

• The minutes of the Executive
Board meeting for July 2011

• The minutes of the October 17,
2011, Executive Board conference
call

• Formation of the Caucus on
Consumer Advocacy with the
following statement of purpose:
The AALL Consumer Advocacy
Caucus will recommend to the
AALL Executive Board that it
petition appropriate government
bodies for specific remedies 
for anti-competitive and unfair
business practices by legal
information sellers.

• Formation of the Environmental
Libraries Caucus

• Recommendations of the Strategic
Directions Committee: to
implement strategic direction
action items approved by the
board for 2011-2012

• The Annual Meeting report and
recommendations by Velvet
Chainsaw Consulting

Consent Items
Consent items are considered agreed to
by the board simply by their submission
and presence on the agenda. The action
items submitted to the board include:

• Vice President Wenger’s 2012-
2013 Executive Board meeting
schedule

• Recommendations of the Public
Relations Committee: new
categories and extended time
period for the Day in the Life
Photo Contest

• Recommendations from the
Diversity Committee to streamline
and revise the Minority Leadership
Development Award application

• Recommendations from the
Continuing Professional
Education Committee to revise its
charge to remove the phrase “and
Speakers Directory” from the sixth
bullet point in the Continuing
Professional Education Committee
charge

• Recommendation of the
Membership Development
Committee to approve revised
language of the committee charge

One consent item failed:
recommendation of the Membership
Development Committee to revise
language of the committee charge.

Information Item
Information items are for informational
purposes to the membership only.

One consent item was submitted to
the Executive Board: that it approve a
revision of the fiscal year 2011-2012
budget to authorize a reduction of the
Annual Meeting registration fee by 
$25 to $520 for members and $770 for
nonmembers.

Reports
Kirk discussed her appointment of a
Special Board Committee on Caucus
Formation to develop a policy and
guidelines for AALL caucus formation and
governance. The committee will be chaired
by Vice President Wenger. Kirk also
discussed the appointment of two task
forces based upon recommendations from
the Vendor Colloquium Working Group
on Shared Principles: the AALL Guide to
Fair Practices for Legal Publishers Revisions
Task Force, to be chaired by Kay Todd,
and the Library Procurement Processes
Improvements Task Force, to be co-
chaired by Katherine Lowry and Tracy
(continued on page 12)
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contrast features. Users can also
concurrently examine the varying 
results of natural language versus 
terms and connectors search statements.
Researching hypotheticals becomes more
dynamic and efficient, which occurs
when instructors circle, highlight, or
otherwise annotate a hypothetical’s key
facts and legal issues. While displaying
the hypothetical for continued reference,
the other screen can be used to draft
sample search statements, execute online
searches, or review search results. 

Third, the SMART products’
capturing features enhance content
delivery and curriculum development.
This was quite evident when a professor
moved her Evolutionary Game Theory
seminar class to the library. The class
involves substantial mathematics and
statistics. Being able to move back and
forth among her captured notes using
SMART Notebook pages is much easier
than having to physically erase a marker
board, and it also maintains access to 
her notes if a question about a prior
concept arises. Furthermore, the notes
can be saved and then emailed to
students, serving as invaluable study aids

or talking points during office hours. 
For the instructor, the notes can now be
reused or revised for subsequent classes.
The recording of notes in motion can be
used later for reflecting on instruction
and making future improvements. 

Finally, our SMART classrooms help
employ universal design aspects in our
teaching. SMART products receive great
acclaim for supporting universal design,
such as helping students with physical
and cognitive disabilities and other
special needs groups. One group of
students who we’ve found challenging 
to instruct is our LLM foreign and
international students because of the
language barrier. With these students, we
need to repeat and restate instructions
multiple times and must often retrace
our research steps. However, with the
SMART tools, we are better able to
direct them and keep all students
together in the research process. For
instance, we can use a bright pink color
to highlight the next hyperlink we want
them to click on or use the spotlight tool
to explain the hierarchy of Westlaw’s 
Key Topics and Numbers. Having more
communication options makes teaching
increasingly effective. 

Practice SMARTly
As when learning any new technology,
training and practice will help users
incorporate SMART products seamlessly
into instruction. In addition to 
the standard user guides, SMART
Technologies offers live training 
events, free customer support, on-site
instruction, webinars (self-paced and
live), content-development seminars, and
hosted online communities for sharing
ideas and collaborating with other
SMART product users. Furthermore, there
are third-party resources, such as YouTube
videos showing how SMART Boards work
in various settings. Tips, sample lesson
plans, templates for activities, SMART-
friendly multimedia content, and other
SMART product uses and ideas can be
found for free on the web. When it comes
to this user-driven technology, imagination
is the only limit. ■

Cindy Guyer (cguyer@law.usc.edu) 
is law librarian at the USC Gould School
of Law Library. Special thanks to Acting
Library Director Pauline Aranas and
Assistant Director for Instructional
Technology Alex Marasovich for supporting
the acquisition and use of SMART
Technologies.

Expanding Participation in 
the PACER: Access and
Education Program
AALL will continue its partnership with
the AOUSC and GPO to promote the
PACER: Access and Education Program.
The Law Library of Congress and 
the Law Library for San Bernardino
County were the first to participate in
the program, which is now open to

depository libraries, public law libraries,
and public libraries.

Participating libraries are required 
to conduct PACER training classes for
the public. Libraries receive a waiver on
the first $50 of PACER user fees each
quarter. To find out more information 
or to volunteer your library for the
program, visit www.fdlp.gov/help/
tutorials/347-paceraccessprogram/

1099-pacereducation or contact me
directly. ■

Emily Feltren, interim director, 
AALL Government Relations Office, 
25 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Suite
500, Washington, D.C. 20001 • 202/942-
4233 • fax: 202/737-0480 • email:
efeltren@aall.org • www.aallnet.org/
main-menu/Advocacy/aallwash.
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Thompson-Prylucki. Kirk also noted
that she represented the Association at
the WestPac meeting in Portland,
Oregon, in October and traveled to
Kuala Lumpur in December to represent
the Association at the International
Association of Law Libraries Annual
Conference.

Reports were also received from 
the vice president, treasurer, secretary,
executive director, interim director of 

the Government Relations Office, SIS
Council chair, Chapter Council chair,
and vendor liaison discussing their
various activities during the past year.

In addition to the various reports
presented, the Executive Board heard a
presentation by Timothy Tlusty and Dan
Kowitz of IEG on how the Association
might be able to increase its pool of
sponsorship partners.

The minutes of the Executive Board
meetings are available on AALLNET. 
If you have questions about any of these
board actions, feel free to contact me or
any Executive Board member. ■

Deborah Rusin (deborah.rusin@
kattenlaw.com) is director of library and
research services at Katten Muchin
Rosenman LLP in Chicago.
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