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the OPP Academy. Following a brief
stint as the chief law librarian for 
the Ontario Ministry of the Attorney
General, I gradually migrated to more
strategic policy roles within the Ontario
Ministry of the Solicitor General and
discovered that my working life could 
be greatly enhanced by deploying my
interdisciplinary skills as a private
consultant. The notion of a three-legged
stool came to mind whereby I could
combine writing, teaching, and
consulting in some interesting ways 
that would be heavily grounded in the
knowledge, skills, and abilities I had
developed as a law librarian. And while
my pre-eminent focus would now be on
policing, law enforcement, and public
safety, it was this foundational
understanding of legal literature and
research methods that would stand 
me in good stead.

Ariadne’s Thread or 
Rip Van Winkle?
In Greek legend, Theseus is able to find
a route out of the Minotaur’s cave with
the help of fleece thread given to him 
by Ariadne. During the past few years, 
I have followed a somewhat labyrinthine
path that has brought me once again 
to serious engagement with law
librarianship. As a result of relocating 
to the Atlantic province of Nova Scotia, 
I have become involved with the
province’s Department of Justice and the
School of Information Management
(SIM) at Dalhousie University. It has

been my pleasure to teach courses
relating to information literacy and
government information resources,
which nicely tap into my earlier
academic interests. But the icing on this
particular cake has been the wonderful
opportunity to teach a graduate course
on Legal Literature and Librarianship at
SIM. This role allows me to deconstruct
my earlier academic and special law
library experience and recast it in the
context of the new modes and orders
that hold sway in (post)modern law
library settings. 

I often feel like Rip Van Winkle,
having missed the intensity of so 
much “revolutionary” change and
transformation in the actual practice 
of law librarianship. I also retain an
allegiance to learning research skills that
are firmly based upon the print-based
tools that have been transformed 
into computer-assisted legal research
formats. But the ability to view these
developments from an architectonic
vantage point allows me to bring certain
perspective to the exciting challenges 
that await those students who may wish
to pursue a career in law librarianship.
Being engaged in an intellectual manner
with these students has allowed me to
reflect back upon several decades of 
law library evolution while also
integrating some of the most compelling
developments that face the profession
today, including RDA; digitization; 
free access; collection development for
comparative, foreign, and international

law; legal research; and instruction,
among others. 

The law library profession has 
always been immensely challenged by 
its symbiotic relationship with the legal
profession. Law librarians have often
transcended this challenge through the
dual-degree approach, which typically
works to the librarian’s advantage.
Canadian law libraries are increasingly
being led (and staffed) by such doubly
credentialed individuals. However, in
order to further enhance their public and
organizational perception, law librarians
have adopted titles like knowledge
manager and information consultant,
and there’s a growing incorporation 
of project-management skills and
responsibilities within the law librarian’s
position description. 

As a former law librarian practitioner
who has returned to facilitate learning
among new and emerging students in
the field, I could not have made this
transition without the kind of reverse
Ariadne’s thread—represented by the
resources, reports, and research offered
by AALL—leading me back into the
complex realm of contemporary law
librarianship. As a Canadian, it’s my
favorite bit of cross-border shopping. ■

Paul McKenna (pl799408@Dal.Ca)
is president of Public Safety Innovation Inc.
and a lecturer at Dalhousie University’s
School of Information Management in
Halifax, Nova Scotia.

memorials
AALL Spectrum has been advised of the deaths of Martha Bowman, Paul Fu, Frank Lukes, Alan MacDougall,
and Carol C. West.

Ms. Bowman was a Life Member of AALL.

Mr. Fu served as director of the Supreme Court of Ohio Law Library from 1971 until he passed away December 27. Before joining the
Supreme Court, Fu served as library director at the Ohio Northern University College of Law and the Detroit College of Law. Fu also
was a co-founder of AALL’s State, Court, and County Law Libraries Special Interest Section.

Mr. Lukes was law librarian at Baker & McKenzie in Chicago from 1958-1988. He served as president of the Chicago Association of
Law Libraries in 1965-1966 and chaired various AALL committees. He received the Marian Gould Gallagher Distinguished Service
Award in 1988 and was a 2010 inductee into the AALL Hall of Fame. Lukes passed away December 5, 2011.

Mr. MacDougall served as manager of library services for Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP’s Palo Alto and San Francisco offices until
2004. He was a member of AALL and served as Northern California Association of Law Libraries’ treasurer and membership chair.
MacDougall passed away November 30.

Ms. West was a law professor at Mississippi College School of Law since 1975. She served as director of the Legislative Reference
Bureau and counsel to legislative committees in the Mississippi legislature from 1970-1975. Before that, she was a catalog librarian
at the University of Mississippi School of Law from 1967-1970, and she was head of public services at University of Virginia School 
of Law from 1966-1967. She died December 5, 2011, at the age of 67.

AALL Spectrum carries brief announcements of members’ deaths in the “Memorials” column. Traditional memorials should be
submitted to Janet Sinder, Law Library Journal, University of Maryland at Baltimore, Thurgood Marshall Law Library, 501 W. Fayette
Street, Baltimore, MD 21201-1768; jsinder@law.umaryland.edu.

AALLFeb2012:1  1/11/12  12:32 PM  Page 23

creo





