
After years in the library doldrums,
trapped by level funding from the
state and escalating prices from

legal publishers, the Oregon Supreme Court
Library in Salem, Ore., was miraculously
rescued by the state legislature, which
provided an assessment against state
agencies to help pay for its operations. 
In 1998, the chief justice appointed a
planning committee to determine how to
spend the new funding. The committee
recommended renovating the facility to
modern law library standards “consistent
with the character of the 1914 Supreme
Court Building,” of which it occupies the
entire second floor.

This would not be easy. The library’s last
structural change was in 1941, when
mezzanine-like balconies were added over
the stacks on both sides of the central area
to provide additional shelf space for 25
more years. Clearly we would not be able
to alter the general configuration; though 
we had hoped to add shelf space by using
compact shelving in some areas, this was
not structurally feasible. At best, we could
avoid losing shelf space.

The library had last been painted and
carpeted in the ‘70s. The walls were
painted in a truly awful combination of

The Oregon Supreme
Court Library occupies
the second floor of the
Oregon Supreme Court
Building, which was built
in 1914.
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Before remodel: The shop lights and harvest gold
decor date back to the 1970s.
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harvest gold and daffodil, complemented
by mottled brown carpet. Situated in the
middle of the main floor, the combination
reference/circulation desk and library
work area, known as “the cage,” was 
the focal point of the room. The cage 
was a 12–foot–by–18–foot enclosed ‘70s
structure consisting of dark wood for the
counter, glass panels that reached the 
low ceiling, and Trak lighting. The cage
dated back to a time when the Judicial
Department took over the library work
room for the Personnel Division. All of this

within the lovely old architectural space
framed by soaring Ionic columns. Even
worse, in a misguided attempt to provide
more light, the original light fixtures had
been replaced with “shop lights,” the 
kind used to light a garage workshop or
basement laundry room. And of course,
there were about four electrical outlets in
the whole library.

We called on a Portland interior architect
well-known for beautiful renovations of
historical buildings, including several
libraries. The firm’s architects were
delighted to plan the restoration. After
researching what the library would have
looked like in 1914, they designed the
library to look like an 18th-century
drawing room. They created an elegant 
4-color paint scheme and planned on
designing custom furniture and light

fixtures. They were cooperative when 
we asked for many changes on functional
grounds ... until funding fell through. 

We hoped to fund the project through the
Department of Administrative Services’
building maintenance fund, but DAS turned
us down on a technicality: It did not own
the building. However, we were nearing
the end of the biennium with money in the
assessment fund and thought we could still
complete a good part of the renovation.
When we met with the architects to decide
what we had enough money to do, to our

surprise, they fired us — probably reluctant
to have their name on a project that might
not be up to their standards.

We did not let this setback stop us. 
First, we had to decide exactly what to
attempt — and we wanted it all: painting,
carpeting, shelving, furniture, lighting and
maybe most of all, wiring. We succeeded
in lining up contractors to handle each
aspect of the project — finding out in the
process that really ugly carpeting and
furnishings are abundent even in a small
city like Salem. We had also learned 
a good deal from the architects and
incorporated some of their suggestions:

Before remodel: The infamous ”cage” at the entrance 
to library served as the reference/circulation desk.

After remodel: The new reference/circulation desk area features low shelving and carrels.

(continued on page 21)

Couldn’t Be Done ...

After remodel: The center of the main floor 
appears more spacious with low shelving, 
soft lights and paint, and new carpet.
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• Visit the Mercado, home of the
Titanic exhibition and more than 
60 specialty shops, an international
food court, six restaurants, an
English Pub and free nightly
entertainment.

• Try Pirate’s Cove for “adventure”
miniature golf.

• I-Drive also hosts a Trolley and
Train Museum and the World
Bowling Center.

• Sky Venture skydiving wind tunnel 
is the perfect distraction for the
VERY adventurous.

• For a “birds-eye view” of Orlando, 
Air Orlando Helicopter Rides,
located on the southern end of 
I-Drive, is the answer.

Remember, all of this fun and excitement is
adjacent to the second largest convention
center in the United States, the Orange
County Convention Center, host to AALL’s
2002 Annual Meeting.

We will say it again: We’re “not a one-
mouse town.” There are lots of other things
to see and do in Orlando. 

Visit the Orlando Science Center.
Experience the CineDome, the world’s
largest Imax domed theatre, the Digistar II
planetarium and observatory, as well as
permanent and rotating exhibits and
adventures. This is fun for kids and adults
— a not-to-be-missed part of Orlando.

Orlando has both culture and history for
all ages. The Morse Museum of
American Art in Winter Park houses
what is believed to be the world’s largest
Tiffany collection. The Orlando Museum
of Art is home to permanent collections of
19th- and 20th-century American art, pre-
Columbian art, and African art as well as
a children’s interactive gallery. The Zora
Neale Hurston National Museum of
Fine Art honors Hurston, an African-

American culturalist and author. The
museum is located in Eatonville, a suburb
of Orlando, and America’s oldest black
municipality.

Activities aren’t limited to Orlando. The
outer areas of central Florida also boast
attractions that shouldn’t be missed.  

Florida’s Space Coast, just 35 miles east of
Orlando, is home to the Kennedy Space
Center. Be sure to visit the Kennedy
Space Center Visitor Complex, Port
Canaveral and the U.S. Astronaut Hall of
Fame. While there, don’t miss the nearby
Cocoa Beach Pier and one-of-a-kind Ron-
Jon’sSurf Shop.

Billed as central Florida’s “original
attraction,” Silver Springs is worth the
trip. Located 90 miles north of Orlando,
Silver Springs includes glass-bottom boat
rides, beautiful grounds and parks. Sea
Hunt and early Tarzan movies were 
filmed here. 

About the same distance south of Orlando
is Cypress Gardens, a family park with
lots to see and do. It’s another example of
a quieter, simpler time in Florida. Check
out the Southern Belle Experience,
available for children ages 3 to 12.

Splendid China, located just southwest
of Orlando in Kissimmee, is an attraction
not to be missed. This quiet 76-acre park
includes replicas of the Great Wall and 
the Forbidden City. Live entertainment,
including acrobats, dancers and a tiger
show, make it a hit with everyone.

Gatorland is the old-time central Florida,
pre-Disney attraction that welcomes visitors
through the giant jaws of an alligator. 
The 35-acre attraction contains more than
5,000 live alligators and crocodiles and
includes activities such as Gator Wrestling
and Gator Jumparoo.

Central Florida also includes more than
1,000 lakes and rivers for fishing,
canoeing, kayaking, swimming, snorkeling,

tubing and skiing — that’s water skiing, for
you Yankees! There are many opportunities
for walking, biking, hiking and horseback
riding. Don’t forget golf. Almost any level
or type of course is available in the
Orlando area. Air-boat rides are available
around the area to get up close and
personal with the wildlife in and near 
the water. In fact central Florida offers 
an opportunity to experience just about
everything except mountain climbing and
snow skiing. So plan to take advantage 
of one or all of these central Florida
adventures. 

Information on all the attractions and sites
discussed in this article is available on the
AALL 2002 Annual Meeting Web site
http://www.aallnet.org/events, including
current hours of operation and pricing.
Take advantage of AALL member discounts
for many Orlando theme parks and
attractions. When ordering your
discounted tickets, use the order form 
at http://www.aallnet.org/events/02_
attractions.pdf. Discount coupons for a
variety of attractions, restaurants and shops
will also be available at the Conference
Hospitality Desk in Orlando. American
Automobile Association members can
purchase discounted tickets to a variety of
area attractions and restaurants in advance 
from their local AAA offices, while other
discounts may be obtained at the time 
of purchase by presenting a valid AAA
membership card.

If you are bringing children of any age to
the Annual Meeting, plan to attend the
Family Social Hour and Carnival on July
20 from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. We’ll be
providing additional information on what
to do and see for children of all ages, as
well as door prizes and discount coupons. 

Don’t miss any of the fun that central
Florida has to offer. See you in July.

Rebecca Trammell (rtrammell@mail.barry.edu) is
associate dean and professor of law at the Barry
University School of Law Library in Orlando, Fla.
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e.g., moving most seating near the
windows; replacing library tables that
would have served well in a school library
with carrels in the early 20th-century
Mission style; and wiring those carrels for
power outlets and data ports. The central
architectural area of the library framed 
by Ionic columns was left more open by
removing the cage and using counter-height
shelving. We covered the old garish paint
with a soft white, trimmed in an austere
gray to match the Carrera marble of the
lobby. A local woodworker built a custom

reference desk of solid mahogany that
looks as though it could have been in the
original 1914 library.

Our hard work created a beautiful and
functional interior, to all appearances
historically correct but fully able to
accommodate current technology. 
And renovation expenses turned out 
to be only about half the cost projected 
by the architects. 

We are very pleased with the result. 
But I feel a little bit like I used to feel at

Christmas after spending the entire day
assembling toys from instructions written by
people for whom English was not a native
language: Now that I’ve done it, I will
know how to do it if I ever have to do it
again – but it’s very unlikely I’ll do it again.

Joe K. Stephens (joe.k.stephens@
ojd.state.or.us) is a law librarian at the
State of Oregon Law Library in Salem.


