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At the same time, I also contacted the
Government Printing Office Library Division
Library Programs Service Office to stop all
shipments from the GPO. After I notified
the Library Programs Service director, it
took about one month to stop receipt of all
paper and CD-ROM shipments from the
GPO and about another month after that to
stop all microform shipments.

After we received the letter from the
Superintendent of Documents, our library
director sent a formal letter to the Regional
Depository Librarian to notify her of our
decision to drop Depository status and to
inquire further about its requirements. The
Regional Depository Librarian requested a
list of all the items Suffolk Law Library had
by Su Doc number, title, and item number.
She requested that we indicate on this list
what we wanted to retain in our collection.
We wanted to retain only a small part of
our collection. Since Suffolk Law Library
was only a small Depository for 19 years,
there was not much historical or rare
material in the collection so it probably
would not be difficult to replace most of it.
Most of the material in our depository
collection was from the GPO’s basic
documents list. Any material that the
Regional Depository Library did not want
to take and we did not want to retain, had
to be posted on the National Needs and
Offers list. After that, we could dispose of
the material as we chose.

Summary of Considerations
The whole depository termination process
may take several months. Our process,
from the formal notification to the
Superintendent of Documents to the final
shipment of material to the Regional
Depository, took from August 1998 until
May 1999. Even before termination, a
library should have a list of all continuing
GPO subscriptions. It was helpful to us and
our Regional Depository to have this list
contain the SuDoc number, title, item
number, and the dates that we owned.

Another preliminary step is to investigate
whether your primary patrons would have
access to the former depository material in
the collection through other formats or in
other locations. We did not have much
material that could not be replaced, so the
return of some material to our Regional
Depository did not cause a disruption to
our collection. If a library has some
historical or rare depository material, it
may want to consider whether the possible
loss of this material through termination
would affect the quality of its collection 
in a subject area. The library should
investigate how difficult it might be to
replace this material in its collection.

The next factor to consider is how
expensive it will be to replace returned
material and the cost of continuing
subscriptions after termination. The final

consideration to keep in mind is to be
prepared to lose some or all of your
collection to the Regional Depository or
other depository libraries. This was clearly
stated in our termination letter from our
Regional Depository Librarian, Gail
Fithian, “All GPO publications received
through the program remain the property
of the U.S. Government even after your
status has been terminated.”

The process of dropping depository library
status requires careful planning at each
step. Before you formally drop your status,
it is important to have completed many of
the preliminary steps discussed above. The
most helpful item to us was the list of all the
items we received by Su Doc number. We
made this list before we ever considered
dropping our status. It gave us a good
starting point for evaluating our collection.
We found it equally important to have
established a continuing relationship with
our Regional Depository Librarian. If you
start with these and do the pre-planning
steps, the process should go smoothly.

Elizabeth Gemellaro (egemella@
acad.suffolk.edu) is Senior Reference
Librarian at the John J. Moakley Law
Library, Suffolk University in Boston,
Massachusetts.
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Kent C. Olson has
been selected 
by the AALL Awards
Committee to 
receive this year’s
Joseph L. Andrews
Bibliographical

Award for his book, Legal Information:
How to Find It, How to Use It.

Olson’s book is a guide to legal
resources, designed for those who want
to understand not only the law but also
the legal system in general. A particular
strength of the book is the interweaving
of print, electronic, and Web resources.
Legal Information: How to Find It, How
to Use It is an excellent resource for
librarians unfamiliar with legal resources
or those returning to the reference desk
after an absence.

Kent C. Olson is Assistant Librarian 
for Public Services at the University of
Virginia School of Law in Charlottesville,
Virginia, where he teaches advanced
legal research. He received his JD and
MLS from the University of California,
Berkeley. Olson has previously published
How to Find the Law (co-authored with
Morris L. Cohen and Robert C. Berring)
and Legal Research in a Nutshell
(co-authored with Morris L. Cohen) as
well as numerous articles.

The Joseph L. Andrews Bibliographical
Award was established in 1967 in
honor of Joseph L. Andrews, Reference
Librarian at the Association of the Bar 
of the City of New York. The Andrews
Award is given for significant
contribution to legal bibliographical
literature, measured primarily by its

creative and evaluative elements and the
extent to which judgement was a factor
in its formulation.

The Andrews Award will be presented
during the Association Luncheon 
on Monday July 17, 2000, at the
Pennsylvania Convention Center in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Please 
join the Awards Committee and the
Association in congratulating the 2000
Joseph L. Andrews Bibliographical
Award recipient, Kent C. Olson.

Amy Eaton (amy.eaton@stokeslaw.
com), 1999–2000 Chair, Joseph L.
Andrews Award Subcommittee, 
is Law Librarian at Stokes Lawrence 
PS in Seattle, Washington.
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