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Copyright Law
Information on the Web
by Steve Anderson

In order to respond effectively to clients’
questions, librarians today often need to
learn about complex copyright issues very
quickly. The Web’s ease of use makes it a
fertile starting point for “library and
copyright” research, especially if more
thorough treatments of the topic are
unavailable in print. However, as with
other legal materials on the Web, the
quality, accuracy, and timeliness of
copyright information varies widely. In an
effort to bring AALL Spectrum readers the
best of this material, this column includes
an annotated list of Web sites in
alphabetical order that offer the most
useful copyright information to librarians.

Association of Research Libraries:
Copyright & Intellectual Property:
http://arl.cni.org/info/frn/copy/copy
toc.html—Our sister library organization
ARL has created an informative copyright
law page, geared primarily to
comprehensive coverage of legislative
action on the intellectual property front.
For example, the full text of much of the
library community’s testimony on the
Uniform Computer Information Transactions
Act (UCITA) and database protection
legislation is available here. ARL also
provides strong coverage of international
copyright activities and the erstwhile
domestic Conference on Fair Use (CONFU).

The Copyright Website: http://www.
benedict.com/—Attorney Benedict
O’Mahoney’s site provides helpful
descriptions of Web copyright issues, as
well as a section on the basics of copyright
law and the “fair use” defense. However,
most librarians will want to take a look at
the author’s illustrative examples of

copyright infringement. The strength of
these discussions lies in the wide variety
of media formats included. For example,
the author describes the differing types of
copyright protection afforded visual art,
literary works, audio recordings. Only one
word of caution here—many of the news
items are a bit dated.

Indiana University-Purdue University
Indianapolis: Copyright Management
Center: http://www.iupui.edu/
~copyinfo/—Under the leadership of
noted copyright expert and Center
Director, Kenneth D. Crews, this site
provides numerous practical and scholarly
articles and a select number of exemplary
guidelines on fair use. The Center Web
site also includes a section on “Library
Issues,” containing recommended
copyright notices and links to the
Copyright Act. Another section offers
additional information on the copyright
protection of multimedia material.

Library of Congress: Copyright Office:
http://lcWeb.loc.gov/copyright/—As
one might expect, the Copyright Office
site is THE place to look for information
on copyright registration. The site has
little information specifically on libraries
or fair use because much of its content is
geared toward authors. One exception to
this is Copyright Information Circular No.
21, “Reproductions of Copyrighted Works
by Educators and Librarians” (http://
lcWeb.loc.gov/copyright/circs/circ21.pdf),
an indispensable document for those
trying to make library copyright policies.
Librarians may also find useful Circular
No. 22, “How to Investigate the Copyright
Status of a Work” (http://lcWeb.loc.gov/
copyright/circs/circ22.pdf).

Nolo Press: Legal Encyclopedia entry for
copyright: http://www.nolo.com—Nolo
Press is renowned for describing complex
legal issues in way that the lay person 
can readily understand. Nolo’s basic
descriptions of copyright issues are similarly
accurate and lucid—a good place to start if
you need to start at the very beginning.

Stanford University Libraries: Copyright
& Fair Use: http://fairuse.stanford.edu/—
This is perhaps one of the most ambitious
library copyright Web sites on the net. 
It links to a number of domestic and
international primary legal materials, 
such as the U.S. Code, an extensive list 
of judicial opinions and treaties. For
librarians, one of this site’s biggest draws
is its list of “Library Copyright Guidelines,”
policies promulgated by about 20 academic

libraries and educational institutions.
However, researchers using this site would
do well to check the timeliness of this site’s
information—many of the legislative links
are two years old.

University of Maryland: Copyown:
http://www.inform.umd.edu/copyown/
—This University of Maryland Web page,
produced in conjunction with the
Association of Research Libraries, is a
treasure trove of information. Although
this site does not provide library
copyright policies, it does contain dozens
of links to university copyright ownership
policies. Such policies can be helpful to
librarians in explaining copyright law to
their professorial client base. Copyown
also links to articles and other intellectual
property guidelines covering an array of
issues, from distance education to
“courseware” design agreements.

University of Texas: “Crash Course in
Copyright”: http://www.utsystem.edu/
OGC/IntellectualProperty/cprtindx.htm
—As one might expect from a Web page
thusly titled, this content-rich site provides
sound analysis of a variety of library
copyright problems. There are thorough
discussions of fair use, “Rules of Thumb”
for when “fair use” reproduction is
permissible and sample faculty copyright,
and distance learning guidelines. The site’s
“Copyright in the Library” section
analyzes common library services in
relation to Section 107 (Fair Use) and
Section 108 (Library Reprography) of the
Copyright Act. Lastly, information on
copyright in multimedia material rounds
out this Web site. Users of this site should
note that it contains relatively little
primary legal or legislative material.

Wake Forest University Professional
Center Library for Law and Management:
Copyright Permission Pages: http://
www.law.wfu.edu/library/copyright/—
The Wake Forest University Professional
Center Library for Law and Management
offers a wonderful resource to those
librarians and educators who need to seek
permission for use of copyrighted
material. The Library site not only
provides links to licensing institutions,
such as the Copyright Clearance Center
and the American Society of Composers,
Authors, and Publishers, but also to scores
of academic publishers’ Web sites, usually
linking directly to the publishers’
copyright permission or contact
information pages.
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New ORALL Co-VP
Nancy S. Clark (Library Manager, Jones
Day Reavis & Pogue, Columbus, Ohio) 
is the new co-vice-president of the Ohio
Regional Association of Law Libraries. 
She will become president at ORALL’s
annual meeting in October 2000.

WPLLA Goes Cyber
John DiGilio has created the first Web
pages for the Western Pennsylvania Law
Library Association (WPLLA). The pages
can be viewed at http://wplla.aallnet.org.
John is currently serving as WPLLA’s
temporary Webmaster in addition to his
duties as Secretary. John has also recently
taken over Web duties for the Gay and
Lesbian Issues Caucus (GLIC) of the Special
Libraries Association. John is the reference
librarian for the Pittsburgh office of
Kirkpatrick & Lockhart LLP.

CoALL Class Success
The Colorado Association of Law Libraries
was pleased to offer two free professional
development opportunities to all interested
area librarians (law and non-law) on
Saturday, February 26, 2000. More than
20 librarians attended the two programs.
The first, hosted by LEXIS-NEXIS, was the
two-hour program “Strategic Planning 
and Marketing Your Services to Your
Institutions.” The second, hosted by
Thomson University (West Group), was 
the four-hour workshop “Managing Your
Priorities.” Both programs were held at the
University of Denver College of Law, Lowell
Thomas Law Building, in Denver. 

GPLLA 30th Anniversary
This year is the 30th anniversary of 
the Greater Philadelphia Law Library
Association. GPLLA is the host Chapter 
for AALL this summer in Philadelphia.

MALL Annual Meeting
MALL’s May 5th Annual Meeting “The
Making of Law & Order...Where Research
and Litigation Meet” will be held at the
Frederik Meijer Gardens in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. The program will begin with the
Hon. Douglas W. Hillman, U.S. District Judge
for the Western District of Michigan, speaking
on court procedure and his view of the state
of litigation. Following Judge Hillman, a
panel of librarians (academic, court, and law
firm) will give perspectives on the education
or research assistance provided to clients.
The firm librarians also will provide research
on a specific medical malpractice fact
pattern. Finally, four attorneys from the Grand
Rapids law firm of Smith Haughey Rice &
Roegge will demonstrate trial skills in the
direct and cross examinations of two expert
witness from the medical malpractice fact
pattern based on the research. 

HALL Annual Meeting
In March, the Houston Association of Law
Librarians (HALL) did something a little
different for its annual Spring seminar:
“Non-Legal Research for the Law Librarian.”
Part of the morning at the Texas Medical
Center Library was devoted to discovering
the various resources and services available
to the general community. The group also
visited the South Coast Intellectual Property
Project at Rice University (SCIPPR), as well
as Rice’s Government Documents collection
and its research and document service,
Regional Information & Communication
Exchange (R.I.C.E.). All of the librarians
and staff were gracious and very helpful ...
and it was a real treat to actually put faces
to the names HALL members always call
when they need help!

The afternoon was spent learning about the
new face of Dialog, exploring both the
traditional access methods, and also taking
a look at the Web version. And yes, the

Blue Sheets are now online! HALL thanks
Ron “Mr. Dialog” Kaminecki, Deborah
Collins, and the rest of the Dialog
representatives who made the afternoon
both educational and fun.

VALL Keeps Active
The Virginia Association of Law Libraries
(VALL) is proud to participate in “The
Complete Internet Seminar for Lawyers,”
sponsored by the Committee on Continuing
Legal Education of the Virginia Law
Foundation, Virginia’s leading CLE
provider. Along with Billie Jo Brooks
(Williams Mullen Clark & Dobbins) and
Cindy Smith (Mezzullo & McCandlish),
both of Richmond, Sabrina Pacifici
(LLRX.COM) will highlight the faculty. Live
programs are presented in two locations,
followed by videotape replays in 12
locations around the state.

Also in April, VALL is presenting Internet
CLEs for the Virginia Poverty Law Center in
two locations.

Baton Rouge Law Librarians
Begin Association
Madeline Hebert (Paul M. Hebert Law Center
Library at Louisiana State University) and Carol
Bean (Taylor Porter Brooks and Phillips LLP)
have founded the Baton Rouge Area
Association of Law Libraries. The new group’s
mission is to foster networking and cooperation
among law librarians in the Baton Rouge area;
provide continuing educational opportunities;
and advance the dissemination of legal
information and resources by cooperating with
librarians in all types of institutions. Madeline
Hebert is the Association’s first President. Carol
Bean is the Vice President, and Denise Uzee is
the Treasurer.

Compiled and edited by Marilyn K. Harbai,
University of Orlando School of Law, Euliano Law
Library, 6441 E. Colonial Drive, Orlando, FL 32807-
3673 • 407/275-2100 • fax: 407/275-3654 
• mharhai@mail.barry.edu

by Marilyn K. HarhaiChapter News

Yale University: Copyright Resources
Online: http://www.library.yale.edu/
%7Eokerson/copyproj.html—This site by
Associate Yale University Librarian Ann
Okerson is a well-annotated guide to a
score of university library copyright
policies and about 15 other, non-academic
copyright Web sites. While this site is a
good starting point for researching library
policies, it was last updated a year ago.

Yale University: Liblicense: http://www.
library.yale.edu/~llicense/index.shtml—
Not all restrictions on the use of library
material are due to copyright law; some
arise due to the terms of the licensing
agreement in effect between the online
information vendor and the library. For
these situations, Ann Okerson’s second,
and perhaps better-known, site is a
priceless research tool. On it she provides a

glossary of licensing terms, overviews of
common contract clauses, direct links to
information vendors’ license agreements,
and samples of many model licenses, all of
which are aimed at strengthening librarians’
bargaining positions with vendors.

Steven P. Anderson (sanderson@gfrlaw.com) 
is Librarian at Gordon Feinblatt Rothman
Hoffberger & Hollander in Baltimore, Maryland. 
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