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The Awards Committee is
pleased to announce the
1999 recipient of the
Joseph L. Andrews
Bibliographical Award to
Morris L. Cohen for his
work Bibliography of
Early American Law. 

This book covers all literature, foreign,
comparative, international and American if
published from the beginnings of American
history through 1860. This work chronicles
and classifies the monographic and trial
literature on American law and legal
developments. Its 14,000-plus entries
include American cases, statutes,

conventions, treatises, and other law-
related materials such as fiction, memoirs,
sermons, and ballads. The bibliography
provides a complete bibliographic record
of American law. Each entry is identified
by its author, title, and imprint. Detailed
annotations cover the history of each entry.
Of extra value, this work is accessible by
eight indexes: jurisdiction, parties, place
and publisher, chronological, language,
author, title, and subject. 

About the Author 
Morris L. Cohen has had a distinguished
career: Bibliography is the culmination of
over 35 years of work that began when 

he was a librarian at the University of
Pennsylvania Law School. He has been
employed by Rutgers University, Columbia
University, University of Pennsylvania,
Harvard University, and finally Yale
University, where he has been an Emeritus
Professor of Law since 1991. Among his
many accomplishments and activities, he 
is an active member of the ABA, ALA and
AALL, where he is a past president of our
Association. 

Grace M. Mills (gmills@wpo.ncuu.edu) is
Assistant Law Librarian for Public Services
at the North Carolina Central University
School of Law Library, Durham, North
Carolina.
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banquet; and to Matthew Bender for
ongoing grant and scholarship support,
and for hosting the Saturday evening
leadership dinner in Washington. Thanks
also to our many friends who have
supported AALL’s Special Interest Sections,
and our 31 chapters. I also need to thank
my colleagues on the Executive Board—all
of you, but in particular officers Margie
Axtmann, Susan Siebers, and Janice
Johnston, and Past President Judy
Meadows—for your advice and support.
I also want to thank Roger Parent and

headquarters staff for their much needed
counsel and assistance. Particular thanks
go to the administration and library staff 
at William and Mary for their ongoing
support during the year, and tolerating
(enjoying, perhaps?) my forays away from
Williamsburg. And finally, the biggest
thanks go to my wife, Janet Crowther
(by the way, a former law librarian and
now a public librarian), and to our two
sons, Ben and Seth, for their patience
and understanding during a busy year that 

took me away from home more times than 
I can remember.

I’ll conclude by quoting two entertainers
who (perhaps for obvious reasons) I have
never quoted before and probably never
will again. “Regrets, I’ve had a few, 
but then again too few too mention”—
so I won’t. And finally, “thanks for the
memories.”

Jim Heller, William and Mary School of Law,
Williamsburg, VA 23187-8795 • 757/221-3552 
• fax: 757/221-3051 • jshell@facstaff.wm.edu
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New Haven so he couldn’t take care of the
whole job. I arranged to pay most of my
bills by phone, and that helped a great
deal. At work, I was at the mercy of co-
workers, who had plenty of their own mail
to deal with. But between them, Tim, and
our library administrative office, everything
worked out beautifully and I got anything
of importance (which by the way is very
little when you come down to it).

E-mail: We both kept our “home school”
e-mail addresses, but also got new ones
after we arrived at our new libraries.
Though this meant checking two e-mail
systems regularly, it was very helpful for
keeping up with news, students, and
faculty back at our home libraries, and
having an e-mail account on the new
school’s network made the transition to 
a new library much easier than it would
have been without being wired into their 

e-mail communications. It was very helpful
to have telnet-friendly e-mail services at 
both schools. I could check my e-mail 
from just about anywhere.

University IDs: This will of course vary
from one university to another. Willamette
University is a small, and an efficient,
institution so getting a temporary ID for me
was a simple matter. And at Willamette,
the ID gave one free transportation on the
city’s bus system and discounts at Eddie
Bauer stores. Yale wasn’t so flexible, but
Tim’s insouciance and the law library’s
relative informality saw him through the
obstacles.

Miscellaneous: The exchange was not
just an opportunity to work in another
library, but also a chance for travel and
visits to old friends, mine in Oregon and
Tim’s in New York City. Though we share
few interests, on key matters we saw eye

to eye (so to speak—for those of you who
know us, Tim is 6’4” and I am 5”). For
example, we are both vegetarians so 
we were able to describe the perils and
perks of veggie life in our respective 
home towns.

It doesn’t take much to exchange jobs. 
In fact, it is so easy that early in the
process of planning this one, I told my
boss, who has for a long time encouraged
exchanges, “Boy, now I know how easy
this is, you’re not going to see much of 
me anymore!” All you need are willing
librarians, decisive and courageous library
directors, and patient and good humored
colleagues. That’s not asking too much, 
is it?

Laura Orr (laura.orr@yale.edu) is
Reference Librarian at Yale Law School
Lillian Goldman Library in New Haven,
Connecticut. 




