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demand at firms, and we will be doing a
great deal of market research for them.

If the large vendors don’t want to use
our lists, at the very least we can create
shared lists of best titles for our patrons
by subject area and state. AALL and the
regional chapters can post the lists to
their websites. These might also be made
available to non-law libraries in the form
of recommended resources, though the
list for practitioners and librarians would
be much deeper and more detailed than
what public libraries would want. Public
library lists already exist for many states
through the Legal Information Service to
the Public Special Interest Section
Toolkit available at www.aallnet.org/sis/
lisp/toolkit.htm. This add-on may finish
the toolkit’s reach. Perhaps a system of
adding asterisks for the basic or core
materials would address this need.

Firm/corporate and state, court, 
and county librarians may feel too busy
to compile lists. Possibly if academic
librarians invited nominations from their

colleagues in all library types (“name
your favorite resource by subject”) to 
be compiled into draft lists, then added
to and corrected by colleagues in private
libraries, the same result could be
achieved in a collegial manner. Another
possibility might be organizing
committees in regional or city library
organizations to work on the project
with volunteers who would then bring 
a draft back to the whole group.

Regardless of the method, such an
effort definitely needs to be shared by 
all types of librarians because we all 
hold different pieces of the puzzle. Law
school passwords do not reach all the
databases that should be noted, and 
firm passwords may be similarly limited. 
We all have our own specialties and 
serve our own special clienteles. 

Law librarians need to continue to
agitate for the online services to modify
their interfaces to emphasize browsing.
The improvements so far are great—and
must be maintained and extended. Tables

of contents and indexes should continue
to be more prominent for researchers so
that browsing becomes a more obvious
route. Tabs can be set up to incorporate
links to the tables of contents and
indexes. Westlaw programmers can create
these links, but at this point, we cannot
seem to create links in tabs we customize
ourselves. If the services would add this
capability to our customization menu, 
it would be a big help in many ways. 
The current Lexis display in which the
table of contents appears below the query
box seems very good to me, though
perhaps others have better ideas. This
modification and design seems to be a
perfect project for AALL chapters, but
perhaps other groups might have an
interest as well. 

Any takers?  ■

Elizabeth M. McKenzie (emckenzi
@suffolk.edu) is director of the Suffolk
University Law Library in Boston. 

Memorials
AALL Spectrum has been advised of the deaths of John Hagemann, Nancy K. Holden, and Michael J. Petit.

Mr. Hagemann retired last spring after 41 years on the University of South Dakota School of Law’s faculty. During most of that
time, he served as director of the McKusick Law Library. Mr. Hagemann was a long-time member of AALL and served on many
special interest sections. He was a beloved figure in the South Dakota State Bar and among the many graduates of the University
of South Dakota School of Law. Mr. Hagemann died on December 13. 

Ms. Holden earned a master’s degree in library science from the University of Maryland, College Park, later becoming librarian at
the university’s law school. From 1982 until retiring in 1994, she was librarian for the Baltimore law firm Niles, Barton & Wilmer.
Ms. Holden and her husband traveled a great deal and had visited such destinations as South Africa, Russia, Iceland, and the
Midway Atoll. She died on November 17.

Mr. Petit worked at Georgetown University for many years before becoming head of cataloging and bibliographic access at the
American University Washington College of Law in Washington, D.C. He was a member of AALL since 1994 and was involved in
the Academic Law Libraries Special Interest Section, and the Technical Services Special Interest Section as well as numerous
committees and chapters. Mr. Petit died on November 26. 

AALL Spectrum carries brief announcements of members’ deaths in the “Memorials” column. Traditional memorials should be
submitted to Janet Sinder, Law Library Journal, University of Maryland At Baltimore, Thurgood Marshall Law Library, 501 W.
Fayette Street, Baltimore, MD 21201-1768; jsinder@law.umaryland.edu.

More Online
Read Julie Jones’ original Law Library Journal article “Not Just Key Numbers and Keywords Anymore: How User Interface
Design Affects Legal Research” on AALLNET at www.aallnet.org/products/pub_llj_v101n01.asp.

View a summary of click counts for student and librarian passwords at www.aallnet.org/products/pub_sp1002.asp.
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