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Next time 
I plan to continue this project in the
upcoming academic year in order to 
add to and update the batch of clips we
have. In future endeavors I will do the
following to enhance both the process
and the end product: 

• Obtain a release from each 
student at the outset. 

• Give more thought to the
background and setting, and
encourage the participating
students to wear something in 
a bright or dark color to provide
some contrast in the image. I did
not request that the students wear
anything in particular; as a result,
students wore a lot of gray and
oatmeal colored clothing that
blended into the background,
which was a blank wall in a 
law school conference room. 
A background of books or even
office furniture and plants would
have considerably enhanced the
visual appeal of the clips. 

• Do a little more pre-recording
preparation with the students. 
This should save time later by
minimizing editing, while still
allowing us to maintain the
spontaneous feel of the clips. 

• Anticipate technical glitches. A few
students reported having difficulty
viewing the clips. Mac users

needed to download Flip4Mac in
order to watch the videos. Wireless
users in our building experienced
difficulty opening the clips,
although students connecting
directly to the network did not.
We have also encountered some
problems with people using
Windows media files from outside
the law school, depending on how
tight the security was on their
wireless connections.  

Closing Thoughts
First of all, I must note that working on
this project was a lot of fun. It’s always
rewarding to listen to our students talk
about research and to hear how what we
(try to) teach them translates into success
in their summer jobs. Also, working 
with the media specialist in editing the
video clips proved to be challenging 
and interesting, although more time
consuming than I might have thought. 

Perhaps today’s students are more
accustomed than we might anticipate to
the idea of having their images displayed
and broadcast. As noted above, only one
student expressed reservations about
having her clip made available on the
open web. I was touched by the time
and effort that participants invested
preparing for the taping and by the
enthusiasm and pride with which they
described their summer research projects. 

New ideas for utilizing video clips
continue to arise. We have barely
scratched the surface of the various ways
that we could utilize the clips or expand
upon the project. We will be showing
the clips this year in our introductory
research course, either individually 
or further edited into a combined
presentation. The project also inspired
me to investigate ways to foster
collaborative work among law students
in advanced legal research courses by
having them develop a film clip
describing a team research project.
Further, I plan to consult with our career
development staff to obtain their input
and cooperation in using the clips with
students; I also plan to speak with the
resource development office regarding
the clips potential to reach alumni. 
Also, some of our local private and
government law librarians have expressed
interest in exploring ways in which they
could participate in the project—perhaps
by developing videos that could be used
in summer or new associate training. 

The opportunity for law students to
learn from their peers about legal research
was welcomed by both participants and
the viewers of the clips. This approach
validates what we as librarians teach, 
as well as apprising us ”ivory tower”
academics of what our students are
experiencing in the employment setting.
It is for these reasons that I am eager to
explore further ways to incorporate
“Research Stories” into our formal and
informal research instruction, as well as
to use them to raise the library’s profile
both within and outside the walls of 
our own law school. ■

Susan Herrick (sherrick@law.
umaryland.edu) is research librarian at
University of Maryland School of Law’s
Thurgood Marshall Law Library.

m e m o r i a l s
AALL Spectrum has been advised of 
the deaths of Kevin M. Hale, Dan F.
Henke, and Susan J. Martin.

Mr. Hale was a librarian at State of New
Jersey Law Library in Newark for over
two decades. As a lifelong resident of
Metuchen, New Jersey, he was also 
a member of the Metuchen-Edison
Historical Society. Mr. Hale joined 
AALL in 2000 and was active in the 
New Jersey Law Librarians Association,
serving on the executive board and as
chair of the Government Affairs and
Legal Information Committee. He died
on September 12. 

Working with the media specialist in editing

the video clips proved to be challenging and

interesting, although more time consuming

than I might have thought.

“

”

Mr. Henke was professor of law
emeritus and law librarian at the
University of California. He earned his
B.S. in Foreign Service and J.D. from
Georgetown University and a Masters 
in Law Librarianship from the University
of Washington. Mr. Henke received 
the AALL Marian Gallagher Award for
Distinguished Service to the Profession
in 1995. He served as co-founder 
and president of the Western Pacific
Chapter, chairman of the Law Library
Journal Committee, and local
arrangements chairman of the 1962
Annual Meeting in San Francisco. 
Mr. Henke died on September 8. 

Ms. Martin was director of the reference
and research division at the L.A. Law
Library. Born in Cheshire, England, she was
a graduate of California State University
Fullerton, Western State University College
of Law, and Florida State University. Ms.
Martin was a member of AALL since 2003.
She died on August 8. 

AALL Spectrum carries brief
announcements of members’ deaths 
in the “Memorials” column. Traditional
memorials should be submitted to Janet
Sinder, Law Library Journal, University
of Maryland At Baltimore, Thurgood
Marshall Law Library, 501 W. Fayette
Street, Baltimore, MD 21201-1768;
jsinder@law.umaryland.edu.
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