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Weil to furnish detailed descriptions of
library positions for their surveys. For
most of the other publishers, the law
library market is simply not their area 
of focus and expertise, and the surveys
produced are not as detailed or
exhaustive as the AALL survey. 

The 2002 report of the past Law
Librarian Compensation Special
Committee stated: “The president of
AALL must make a concerted effort 
to work with the leadership of the
Association of Legal Administrators
(ALA). It is crucial that this group, 
at both the national and local levels,
understand who we are and what we do.
At a minimum, the ALA’s salary surveys,
on which many law firms rely in setting
salaries, should accurately reflect the
complexity and value of the law librarian
profession.”

Conclusion
The problem lies not with the usefulness

a n n o u n c e m e n t s
AALL Election This Month
2009 AALL election schedule and candidates

November 2, 2009 
Ballots distributed electronically 
to all voting members. 

December 1, 2009
Deadline for receipt of electronic
ballots at AALL. Ballots tabulated 
at AALL, and results of elections
announced immediately.

2009 Candidates
The AALL Nominations Committee
nominated the following individuals
for office in AALL. Full candidate
profiles and platforms are available
on AALLNET at https://secure.
aallnet.org/vote.

Vice President/President-Elect
Darcy Kirk, Associate Dean for
Library and Technology and
Professor of Law, University 
of Connecticut School of Law
Library, Hartford

Merle J. Slyhoff, Collection
Development and Document
Delivery Services Librarian, 
Biddle Law Library, University 
of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia

Treasurer
Diana C. Jaque, Head of Collection
Development and Acquisitions,
University of Southern California
Barnett Information Technology
Center and Call Law Library, 
Los Angeles

Susan Lewis-Somers, Associate
Director for Public Services, Pence
Law Library, American University,
Washington College of Law,
Washington, D.C.

Executive Board
Lucy Curci-Gonzalez, Director 
of Library Services, Kenyon &
Kenyon LLP, New York

Coral Henning, Director,
Sacramento County Public Law
Library, Sacramento, California

Robert H. Hu, Director and
Assistant Professor of Law, St.
Mary’s University School of Law
Sarita Kenedy East Law Library, 
San Antonio, Texas 

Ron Wheeler, Associate Director
for Public Services, Georgia State
University College of Law Library,
Atlanta

Vote  Online
AALL  Elections

of the AALL survey but its perceived lack
of credibility by some administrators.
The stamp and imprimatur of a
commercial survey will not cure the
underlying problems relating to
compensation of law librarians. Luis
Acosta, chair of the past Law Librarian
Compensation Special Committee, aptly
stated in an August 6, 2003, online
discussion list, “we should not confuse
promoting the use of the AALL salary
survey with the goal of improving the
level of compensation for law librarians
overall. The latter goal involves efforts
like increasing demand through
marketing and public relations,
improving our negotiation skills,
advocating pay equity.”

The 2009 Biennial Salary Survey 
is an excellent and evolving tool in
setting and negotiating salaries and
compensation of law librarians. When
compared to other salary surveys, the
AALL survey best describes more law

library positions, and the reported data 
is more in-depth and relevant to law
librarianship than other salary surveys.
The AALL survey should be the most-
used tool for evaluating law librarian
compensation and benefits. Its usefulness
and relevance, however, hinge on the
willingness of members to contribute
data, actually utilize the survey, and
promote it with other efforts in
marketing, branding, and public
relations. ■

Femi Cadmus (femi.cadmus@yale.
edu) is associate director for administration
at the Yale Law School Lillian Goldman
Library in New Haven, and past chair 
of the AALL Economic Status of Law
Librarians Committee. Loretta Orndorff
(lorndorff@cozen.com) is director of 
library services at Cozen O’Connor in
Philadelphia, and a member of the 
AALL 2008-2009 Economic Status of
Law Librarians Committee. 
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