





Innovation is at the heart of every
successful library professional-whether
it is in creating new ways to provide
answers, incorporating new technologies
into our work and lives, or rethinking
how to reposition our libraries or our
profession in order to remain vital and
necessary in a changing world order.
Our innovation has enabled us to
migrate from print-only libraries to
extraordinarily strong libraries with
digital collections accessible 24 hours
a day from around the globe. We have
moved from newsletters to blogs,
from card catalogs to Online
Public Access Catalogs, and
from traditional reference
to virtual reference. At
the same time, we have
redefined our services
and have often positioned
ourselves as the leaders in
our organizations as we
rethink and redefine the
modern law library.

The Annual Meeting
gives us the opportunity to
recognize these challenges
and strengths, to share our
ideas, to learn from each
other, to make new friends,
and to celebrate our
individual and collective
accomplishments and
innovations.
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Speakers and Programs

The Annual Meeting officially begins on
Sunday, July 26, with an address from
our keynote speaker Professor Jonathan
Zittrain, the author of The Future of the
Internet and How to Stop Ir. He is an
entertaining and thoughtful speaker
who has written and spoken extensively
on the Internet—probably the most
extraordinary innovation in recent
history. But where is it taking us? In

his work Zittrain explores how the
innovative nature of the Internet has in
fact also endangered the Web because
of its runaway success. New controls are
slowly jeopardizing the Internet’s future,
and only we, as the users, are capable

of saving its innovative nature for the
future. He has continued to explore these
issues on his blog, http://futureofthe
internet.org, by addressing current issues
involving Facebook and censored books
on the iPhone. We are certain that his
time with us will set the stage for our
exploration of innovation.

Of course, the heart of our Annual
Meeting is our collection of educational
programs sponsored by the Annual
Meeting Program Committee (AMPC),
as well as the additional programming
provided by the various special interest
sections (SISs). AMPC is pleased to
provide you with 66 programs proposed

New York Times technology
columnist David Pogue
captivates the audience
during the 2008 Annual
Meeting general session.

by our members, including, as is our
tradition, the top choice of each SIS.
The program options cover a wide range
of interests, skill levels, and types of
libraries. Topics range from archival
collections to Web 2.0, plus
opportunities to learn about building
coalitions, competitive intelligence,
salary negotiation, and vlogging. These
programs truly demonstrate the creative
and innovative nature of our members.
The AMPC thanks all of our members
for their program proposals.

Our Washington, D.C., location
permits us to enrich our
educational programs in
many ways. First, our
location gives us access
to speakers from various
government agencies
and offices who might
otherwise not be able to
join us. These include
speakers on programs
about the federal e-life
cycle, information access
at the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, and
the future of the federal
depository program,
among others. We are
also excited to have the
opportunity to explore
the unique features of
Washington, D.C., in programs on the
District’s legislative process and taxation
in our nation’s capital.

This year AMPC expanded the
number of 30-minute programs to
offer more educational choices. These
popular programs provide quick learning
opportunities that focus on the inno-
vations and explorations of our fellow
librarians. You can find all of the
program listings and other important
information on the Annual Meeting
home page, www.aallnet.org/events.

You may also want to explore our
pre-meeting activities, which include
four different workshops providing a
range of educational opportunities.
Whether you want to predict the future
of the academic law library, learn how
to do empirical research, learn more
about managing technical services, or
spend a day exploring cool tools, we
have the workshop for you. Each of these
workshops offers innovative and creative
solutions, enabling us to work together
as we explore new options in our
changing profession.

The Annual Meeting, however, is not
entirely about programs. The complete
conference experience includes
opportunities to socialize together and
share experiences, to meet our vendors
and supporters in the exhibit hall,
and to attend demonstrations of new
technologies that will enhance our services

to our library users. As in the past, we are
particularly pleased to invite our vendors
to join us, providing us time to explore
their products and innovations. We've set
aside time each day of the meeting for an
exhibit break during which you can visit
with the vendors without missing any of
the programs.

Recognizing Our Outstanding
Colleagues

The Annual Meeting is also a time

to celebrate our work and our
accomplishments. This includes
recognizing our outstanding members
with several awards including the Marian
Gould Gallagher Distinguished Service
Award (see page 16) and the Joseph L.
Andrews Bibliographic Award (see page
17), both of which will be presented

at the closing banquet. Many other
awards will be presented throughout
the conference.

Visiting Washington

We also hope you will find time to

visit our host city or even travel a lictle
farther afield. Several law libraries are
opening their doors to us, providing us
an opportunity to tour a diverse range
of government and law firm libraries.
Even frequent visitors to Washington,
D.C., will find something new to inspire
and thrill in the museums and historic
sites. Choose from several excursions that
permit you to explore the city at night,
visit quaint neighbors, take in some
museums, or travel to Alexandria or
Mount Vernon in Virginia’s beautiful
countryside. A list of these excursions is
available at www.csi-dc.com/tours/aall/
tours.html. Additional information on
Washington, D.C., along with links to
the Capital Crier Blog, restaurant guides,
and other helpful information is available
on the AALL Local Arrangement
Committee’s Web site at www.ll.
georgetown.edu/aall2009.

The Annual Meeting has much to
offer all of us, from organized programs
to informal gatherings of colleagues. For
me, it has been a wonderful experience
to work with the members of the 2009
Annual Meeting Program Committee:
Jeffrey Berns, Barbara Fritschel, Mary
Lu Linnane, Judy Meadows, Holly
Riccio, and Ronald Wheeler. They have
worked diligently to put together a
set of programs that will meet our
various needs in these challenging and
extraordinary times. On behalf of the
2009 AMPC, please let me extend an
invitation to join us in Washington,
D.C., as we explore and share innovation
in our nation’s capital. ll

Paul George (pmgeorge@law.upenn.
edn) is associate dean and director of
Biddle Law Library at the University of
Pennsylvania Law School in Philadelphia.
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