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General Sightseeing
Information
Sightseeing options abound in Washington,
D.C. The city’s free museums cater to all
ages and interests with everything from Air
& Space to Natural History, Modern Art, or
Native Americans (www.si.edu/museums).
For your Abraham Lincoln fix, be sure to
visit the newly renovated Ford’s Theater
(www.fordstheatre.org). Most museums
are open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., but the
Museum of American Art and the National
Portrait Gallery are open until 7 p.m.,
allowing the opportunity to squeeze in 
one more museum visit. 

Take time to stroll the mall and visit the
monuments, and enjoy them in the evening
if you can. Be inspired by the Lincoln
Memorial and haunted by the memorial
honoring Vietnam War soldiers. The
Capitol has a brand new visitor center, and,
if you think to plan ahead, you can request
tickets from your member of Congress for
a tour (www.visitthecapitol.gov). While
you’re on Capitol Hill, you might consider
checking out the Supreme Court or Library
of Congress. Or, if you want to wander 
a little farther afield but still stay near 
the Metro, check out the National Zoo
(www.nationalzoo.si.edu), Arlington
Cemetery (www.arlingtoncemetery.org), or
the African American Civil War Memorial
(www.afroamcivilwar.org). 

If you have already done the usual D.C.
tourist stuff and are ready for something
new, you might enjoy the Spy Museum,
(www.spymuseum.org), the Newseum
(www.newseum.org), Madame Tussaud’s
(www.madametussauds.com/washington),
or the National Museum of Women in the
Arts (www.nmwa.org). Not on the subway
but worth a visit are Mount Vernon
(www.mountvernon.org) and the Frederick
Douglass Home (www.nps.gov/frdo).
(Note: Admission is charged for all of 
these places except the Frederick Douglass
Home.)

Entertainment
Washington, D.C., offers a variety of
opportunities to enjoy the performing 
arts in a multitude of venues, many of 
them free.

Kennedy Center
This is the best deal in town. As part 
of the Kennedy Center’s “Performing 
Arts for Everyone” outreach program, 
the Millennium Stage offers a free
performance every night of the week from
6 to 7 p.m. Music and dance of all genres,
types, and cultures are showcased, and
there is even free shuttle service from 
the Foggy Bottom Metro stop to the
Kennedy Center (www.kennedy-center.org
/programs/millennium/schedule.html).

Screen on the Green
In July and August, a free movie is shown
every Monday night on the grounds of the
Washington Monument. Bring a blanket
and a picnic dinner, and enjoy a classic
film under the stars. Performances 
begin at dusk (http://dc.about.com/od/
specialevents/a/Screengreen.htm).

Military Bands and Ensembles
You can generally catch one of the military
bands’ excellent free concerts almost any
night of the week. For times and venues,
see the Web sites of the Navy (www.
navyband.navy.mil/summerconcerts.shtml),
Air Force (www.usafband.af.mil/Calendar/
default.aspx), Marines (www.marineband.
usmc.mil), and Army (www.usarmyband.
com/event-calendar.html).

Summer Sports
Washington’s Major League Baseball team,
the Nationals, is in town July 25-26
(http://washingtonnationals.mlb.com), and
the Baltimore Orioles, just 30 miles up the

road, play at home the rest of the week
(http://baltimoreorioles.mlb.com). If
minor league ball is more your style, you
have your pick of three local teams: the
Bowie Baysox (www.bowiebaysoc.com),
the Frederick Keys (www.frederickeys.
com), or the Potomac Nationals
(http://potomac.nationals.milb.com).

D.C. also has good public golf courses,
including the Langston Golf Course,
originally built as a segregated golf facility
to provide African-American golfers with 
a place to play during segregated times
(www.langstonjunior.org/legacy.htm). 
If you prefer walking and hiking, you might
enjoy wandering through the National
Arboretum (www.nationalmemorial
arboretum.org). Unfortunately, our
professional soccer team, the D.C. United,
is on the road that week but you can 
catch the Women’s National Basketball
Association’s Washington Mystics game 
on Sunday afternoon (www.wnba.com/
mystics).

Shopping
D.C. has major department stores, trendy
and fun boutiques, and wonderful museum
gift shops (http://washington.dc.retail
guide.com/ml1dc.htm).

Book Stores
Kramerbooks and Afterwords Cafe
1517 Connecticut Avenue, NW
202/387-1400
www.kramers.com

Politics and Prose Book Store 
and Coffee House
5015 Connecticut Avenue
202/364-1919
www.politics-prose.com

Second Story Books (used books)
2000 P Street, NW
202/659-8844
www.secondstorybooks.com

Needle Arts
Stitch D.C. 
www.stitchdc.com
731 H Street, SE 
202/544-8900

and 

1071 Wisconsin Avenue
202/333-5648

Emergency: 911
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The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints
Washington, D.C., Temple
9900 Stoneybrook Drive 
Kensington, Maryland
301/588-0650
www.ldschurchtemples.com/washington

Episcopalian
Washington National Cathedral
3101 Wisconsin Avenue
202/537-6200
www.nationalcathedral.org

Islam
Washington Masjid
1519 4th Street
http://islamicvalley.com/prod/entity
View.php/t/09L/i/BEF

Jewish
Sixth & I Historic Synagogue 
600 I Street, NW
202/408-3100
www.sixthandi.org

Lutheran
First Trinity Lutheran
4th and E Street, NW
202/737-4859
www.firsttrinitydc.org

Methodist
Mount Vernon United Methodist
900 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
202/347-9620 

Presbyterian
New York Avenue Presbyterian Church
1313 New York Avenue
202/393-3700
www.nyapc.org

Edible Delicacies
Cowgirl Creamery
919 F Street, NW
202/393-6883
www.cowgirlcreamery.com/contactus.asp

Red Velvet Cupcakery
675 E Street, NW
202/347-7895
www.redvelvetcupcakery.com

Giffords Icecream & Candy
555 11th Street, NW
202/347-7755

Other Necessities
CVS Drug Store
10th L Street, NW

Post Office
Tech World
800 K Street, NW
202/842-2309

Places of Worship
Baptist
Calvary Baptist
755 8th Street, NW
202/347-8355
www.calvarydc.com

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center
1803 Connecticut Avenue
202/986-2257
www.meditation-dc.org

Catholic
St. Patrick’s 
619 10th Street, NW
202/347-2713
www.saintpatrickdc.org
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Unitarian
All Souls Church, Unitarian
1500 Harvard Street, NW
202/332-5266
www.all-souls.org

Hospitals
George Washington University
Hospital
900 23rd Street, NW
202/715-4000
www.gwhospital.com/home

Howard University Hospital
2041 Georgia Avenue
202/865-6100
www.huhealthcare.com

Laura Green (laura.green@bryancave.
com) is manager of library and 
research services at Bryan Cave LLP 
in Washington, D.C.
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