Vol. 13, No. 3
December 2008

AALL Spectrum

Editorial Staff

Director of Publications and Managing Editor
Julia O'Donnell jodonnell@aall.org
Editorial Director

Mark E. Estes infopro@mac.com

Copy Editor Robert B. Barnett Jr.
Graphic Designer Kathy Wozbut
2008-2009 Law Library Journal

and AALL Spectrum Committee

Chair John D. Edwards
Vice Chair Deborah L. Rusin
Members

Therese A. Clarke Arado Jason R. Sowards
Carol D. Billings Mark E. Estes (ex officio)

Janet Sinder (ex officio)
Victoria K. Trotta (ex officio)
Carol Bredemeyer (board liaison)

Crata Castleberry
Joseph A. Custer
Kumar Percy Jayasuriya
Merle J. Slyhoff

2008-2009 AALL Executive Board

President James E. Duggan
Vice President/President-Elect Catherine Lemann
Secretary Ruth J. Hill
Treasurer David S. Mao
Immediate Past President Ann T. Fessenden
Executive Director Kate Hagan
Members

Carol Bredemeyer Jean M. Wenger
Christine L. Graesser Cornell H. Winston
Janice E. Henderson Sally H. Wise

AALL Spectrum (ISSN: 1089-8689) is published monthly except
January and August with combined September/October by the
American Association of Law Libraries, 53 W. Jackson Blvd., Suite
940, Chicago, IL 60604. Telephone: 312/939-4764, fax: 312/431-
1097, e-mail: aallhg@aall.org. Periodicals postage paid at Chicago,
lllinois and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to AALL Spectrum, 53 W. Jackson Blvd., Suite 940, Chicago,
1L 60604.

Writers wanted — contribute to your Association’s magazine.
For guidelines, visit www.aallnet.org/products/pub_spectrum.asp
or contact Editorial Director Mark E. Estes at infopro@mac.com.

AALL Spectrum Submissions
Article ideas for the following issues must be approved by the
editorial director by the following dates:

2008 Issue Approval Deadline

Vol. 13 No. 6 April December 10
No. 7 May January 9
No. 8 June February 10

AALLNET: www.aallnet.org

Advertising Representative
Innovative Media Solutions

320 W. Chestnut Street

P.0. Box 399

Oneida, IL 61467

Telephone: 309/483-6467

Fax: 309/483-2371

E-mail: bill@innovativemediasolutions.com

AALL Spectrumis a free benefit of membership in the American
Association of Law Libraries. Of each year's dues, $42 is for one year
of AALL Spectrum. Nonmembers may subscribe to AALL Spectrum for
$75 per year. For membership and/or subscription information, please
contact the American Association of Law Libraries at the address
above.

AALL Publications Disclaimer

This publication is provided for informational and educational
purposes only. The American Association of Law Libraries does

not assume, and expressly disclaims, any responsibility for the state-
ments advanced by the contributors to, and the advertisers in, the
Association’s publication. Editorial views do not necessarily represent
the official position of the Association or of its officers, directors,
staff or representatives. All advertising copy is subject to editorial
approval. The Association does not endorse or make any guarantee
with respect to any products or services mentioned or advertised in
the publication.

All content copyright 2008 by the American Association of Law
Libraries, except where otherwise expressly indicated. Except as oth-
erwise expressly provided, the author of each item in this issue has
granted permission for copies of that item to be made for classroom
use or for any other educational purpose, provided that (1) copies
are distributed at or below cost, (2) author and AALL Spectrum are
identified, and (3) proper notice of copyright is affixed to each copy.
For items in which it holds copyright, the American Association of
Law Libraries grants permission for copies to be made for classroom
use or for any other educational purpose under the same conditions.

O (1] L

hreats lurk everywhere.
For me, on either my
bicycle or motorcycle,
automobiles pose the greatest
danger. Like many dangers, they
are outside my control but
not beyond my
influence. I influence

At Alameda County Law Library
I will play a much more direct role
in increasing the revenue stream
for the library than most law firm
library directors can ever hope to
play.

Much has changed during

my career in law

those dangers by riding
as if I am invisible.
Namely, | expect no one
to see me despite all my
bright clothing and
lights, so I constantly
scan for hazards and
escape routes and ride
in the place where | am
most likely to be seen.

At work the threats include
competition from many sources,
budget cuts, etc. At work we also
seek visibility and opportunities to
demonstrate our value to decision
makers.

Opportunities are everywhere,
too—often at the edges of how it
has always been done, sometimes
just beyond the obvious, sometimes
clearly. On a bicycle a clear
opportunity to accelerate is when
someone passes me and | can catch
his or her slipstream and save
energy. On my motorcycle an
opportunity comes as a small blue
line on a map that I've overlooked
before leads me to curvy roads
and a wonderful view.

After more than 28 years
I found another path in law
librarianship. I have changed
employers and am now the law
library director for Alameda County
Law Library in Oakland, California,
succeeding the retiring director,
Cossette Sun.

This change gives me the
opportunity to more directly
participate in a key element of law
librarianship’s mission: to ensure
that the public has access to the
legal information necessary for a
just and fair society, to build on
the outstanding library built by
Cossette and the board of trustees,
and to adapt the services provided
to a greatly changed
client/customer/user base.

County law libraries face
budget issues, but so do law firm
libraries and academic law libraries.

librarianship: from
teaching secretaries how
to decipher a cryptic
citation to making a
photocopy of the case
to creating electronic
retrieval systems so that
secretaries can retrieve
and print the opinion
from their desktops;
from predominantly
legal research to non-legal research.
In the public sector the mix of users
has changed from predominantly
lawyers to now predominantly
self-represented litigants.

This change impacts all types
of law libraries. It changes the
expectations of what law libraries
open to the public should be doing.
It changes the public’s perception
of all lawyers—whether judges,
partners, associates, or students.
Law librarians must all recognize
that change. As law librarians we
can either view ourselves as victims
who are underpaid, undervalued,
and underappreciated, or we can
acknowledge that we work in
a profession that toils in the
background providing support
and information required to do the
big deals, to write the new treatises,
and to decide the legal dispute.

We should work in joy while we
exploit our strengths, recognize our
weaknesses, and find opportunity
in threats.

In a public law library I should
be able to more directly respond to
those changes—a tremendous and
exciting challenge.

Oh yes, in Oakland we will
also be a day’s drive closer to our
granddaughter in San Diego.

%MZZ%

infopro@mac.com
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NEW SERVICES FROM

OXFORD LAW

Excellence in Online Legal Research

OXFORD REPORTS ON INTERNATIONAL LAW

The full scope of international case law - available in one place for the first time.

Offering a wider range of international case law than ever before, Oxford Reports on
International Law (ORIL) integrates important decisions on public international law from
international courts and tribunals, domestic courts and ad hoc tribunals.

This service consists of five content modules defined by subject focus, available as
standalone or multi-module subscriptions.

 Oxford Reports on International Law in Domestic Courts (relaunched August 2008)
 Oxford Reports on International Criminal Law

e Oxford Reports on International Human Rights Law

¢ Oxford Reports on International Investment Claims

 Oxford Reports on International Courts of General Jurisdiction (Free access to this module
is included with a subscription to any ORIL service)

www.oxfordlawreports.com

THE MAX PLANCK ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PUBLIC
INTERNATIONAL LAW ONLINE
History and Breadth...Definitive and Authoritative

This monumental reference work, published in partnership with the Max Planck Institute
for Comparative Public Law and International Law, has been fully revised and updated
to cover the latest developments in international law. The Max Planck Encyclopedia of
Public International Law Online is a must for scholarly researchers and practitioners in
the area of public international law.

www.mpepil.com

INVESTMENT CLAIMS
Setting the bar for authoritative content and expert analysis...

Investment Claims is an exciting new online service integrating primary materials and
high-quality commentary and analysis relating to international investment law and
arbitration. Maintaining a commitment to editorial strength, Oxford University Press has
assembled an extensive network of experts working in the field to provide the highest
quality of reports, analysis and updates.

www.investmenitclaims.com

o INTRODUCING THE OXFORD LAW CITATOR

The Oxford Law Citator is a powerful research tool creating the foundation for all new Oxford online legal services.
The Citator functionality links users seamlessly to important decisions, instruments, and secondary literature that reference
their initial search.

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

To learn more or to sign up for a 30-day FREE trial today, please contact your Library Sales Representatives
at 800-624-0153 or library.sales@oup.com.
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NEW!

BNA responds to your information needs
with a powerful, targeted new tool—

BNAConvergence

POWERED BY LLESIANT™

‘\

Every day, you can filter and extract news from all of your BNA
FirmWide Current Reports, plus over 20,000 additional sources—

S including major U.S. and world newspapers, premium business
Ky S journals, magazines, global news bureaus, periodicals, influential
& blogs, government agencies, and more!
‘\
O With a few clicks of the mouse, create focused news alerts and

deliver them wherever you want, on whatever schedule you
choose—via e-mail, RSS feeds, or posted on your intranet.

Use the most powerful relevance-recognition software on the
market to create reports to deepen client relationships and develop
new business. You can also create targeted reports for your
colleagues and staff.

Get access to company dashboards with filtered, actionable
information about corporate entities of your choice.

Learn why BNAConvergence is the

most sophisticated tool on the market for:

Current Awareness ¢ Client Development

Competitive Intelligence ¢ Business Development

Learn more about BNAConvergence™

CALL  Your BNA Representative to learn more about this exciting tool or contact
Customer Service at 800-372-1033, option 5

A VISIT  www.bna.com/convergence

-
e
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Legislative Progress Report

s the 110th Congress comes to
A a close, it's the perfect time to

reflect on the legislative progress
we've made in the last two years. Under
new leadership in the House and Senate,
we saw the introduction of many bills
that support access to information and
open government, and we witnessed an
increase in oversight hearings on issues
such as secret law and the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) library closures.
Outlined in the table below, you'll find a
number of bills we've tracked during the
course of this Congress.

In the first section, you'll notice
three key victories: the enactment of
the OPEN Government Act of 2007 to
improve the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA); the $1 million order to EPA to
reopen the closed EPA libraries; and a
new policy directing the National
Institutes of Health (NIH) to provide
the public with free online access to
findings from its funded research.

Below the enacted bills you'll find
a list of other bills that AALL supports.
Included in this list is a bill of great
importance to us, H.R. 6589, the

OPEN
Government
Act of 2007

Omnibus
Appropriations
Bill

H.R. 2764

Charles H.W.
Meehan Law
Library
Improvement and
Modernization
Act

H.R. 6589

S.886
H.R. 1255

Presidential
Records Act
Amendments
of 2007

E-Government
Reauthorization
Act of 2007

S. 2913
H.R. 5889

Shawn Bentley
Orphan Works

Act of 2008 and
Orphan Works

Act of 2008

To amend FOIA to revise requirements
for federal agency disclosures of
information; establish the Office of
Government Information Services.

Two key provisions added to the bill:

* $1 million order to EPA to reopen
closed libraries.

 New policy directing the NIH to
provide the public with free online
access to findings from its funded
research.

To authorize $3.5 million for the Law
Library of Congress; create separate line
item for the law library in the federal
budget beginning in fiscal year 2010;
establish the Charles H.W. Meehan Law
Library Support Program

To reverse the Executive Order 13233
and establish procedures to ensure the
timely release of presidential records.

To amend the E-Government Act of
2002 to reauthorize appropriations;
includes a provision to improve the
searchability of government Web sites.

To enable the use of copyrighted works
without permission when their copyright
owners cannot be identified.

Sen. Patrick

Leahy
(D-Vt.)

Rep. Nita M.

Lowey
(D-N.Y.)

Rep. Zoe
Lofgren
(D-Calif.)

Sen. Jeff

Bingaman

(D-N.M.)

Rep. Henry

Waxman
(D-Calif.)

Sen. Joseph
Lieberman

(I-Conn.)

Sen. Patrick
Leahy (D-Vt.)

Rep. Howard
L. Berman

(D-Calif.)

Charles H.W. Meehan Law Library
Improvement and Modernization Act.
This bill, introduced on July 23 by Rep.
Zoe Lofgren (D-Calif.), would provide
additional funding for the Law Library
of Congress, authorize a separate line
item for the law library, and establish
the Charles H.W. Meehan Law Library
Support Program, which will allow
outside funding to be raised and
provided to the law library for new
enhanced services. Rep. Lofgren plans to
reintroduce this bill next session, and we
will continue to work with her staff and
(continued on page 27)

Became Public Law
No.: 110-175

Became Public Law
No.: 110-161

Reported favorably
by the Committee on
House Administration
(July 30, 2008)

Reported favorably by the
Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental
Affairs (June 6, 2007)

Passed House (March 14, 2007)

Reported favorably by the
Senate Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental
Affairs (June 20, 2007)

Reported favorably by the
Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental
Affairs (Sept. 16, 2008)

Passed Senate (Sept. 26, 2008)

Referred to the House
Committee on the Judiciary
(Sept. 27, 2008)

Approved by the House Judiciary
Subcommittee on Courts, the
Internet, and Intellectual Property
(May 7, 2008)




