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an original component of the university
in 1364, is currently ranked as the top
law school in the country.

Preparing for class in a cozy,
candlelit café as snow gently falls on the
cobblestone street outside is a world away
from the usual pre-class rush to wrap
things up at the reference desk while
grabbing handouts from the photocopier.
Following class, a more substantial bite
to eat can be found in one of the many
atmospheric cellar restaurants that
populate the old town. At the end of
the day, the walk to the University
Guesthouse takes one back through the

medieval Market Square and the
distinctive 13th century Cloth Hall. In
short, Krakéw provides an environment
conducive to the cultural immersion the
program so readily promotes.

Not every law school offers an
opportunity like the American Law
Program; however, during our careers as
law librarians, many of us are presented
with the chance to participate in an
assignment that allows us to break out
of our day-to-day routine. Travel always
encourages a sense of reflection, and in
keeping with this tradition, the American
Law Program provides a wonderful

opportunity to view the U.S. legal
system, American legal education, and
the role played by law librarians through
a different lens. Although participation
in a program like the American Law
Program presents its own challenges and
inevitably requires additional effort, the
result can be a cultural experience that
is both personally and professionally
rewarding. ll
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