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“Gone Crazy and Here to Stay. I do
not believe that any person can claim
to be sane. You cannot have order
unless you have chaos.
Therefore chaos is
the norm, and order
is a sinister concept.
Did I mention I am a
librarian and my job is
to keep things in order
all day—weird. In the
land of Crazy, gas prices
are never going to come
down, and my student
loans are never going
away, but life is going 
to continue to be an
adventure. Crazy is a place
of intrigue because there is
always a new challenge
waiting to be tackled, and every
challenge is manageable. In Crazy you
are in control. My life has had its ups
and downs, but I have absolutely no
regrets. I would go back and do it all
over again the exact same way. Here’s
to adventure. Here’s to life. Here’s to 
a place called Crazy. Ya’ll come visit
now.”

— Ryan Saltz, circulation librarian
at Florida Coastal School of Law
Library and Technology Center in
Jacksonville

“She Always Got up and Checked the
Shelf.”

—Mary Farner, librarian at Kutak
Rock LLP in Denver

“While I actually had thought it would
make a good epitaph, my title, Life is
But a Dream, would work almost as
well for an autobiography or blog title.
(Note my first name.) I think the latter
two are less likely to happen, while
the epitaph is inevitable.”

— Merrilee Harrell

“Was that a
Legal Hit?

Where the
worlds of

cross-references
and cross-checks

collide… 

“I see this blog 
as having a dual-
personality, reflecting

two of my
favorite
interests:
ice
hockey (both as a player
and a fan) and law
librarianship, perhaps
incorporated in
some kind of split-
screen look. Half
the news and
information
would be
hockey
related, and
half would

have a law/librarianship
focus. There might also 
be some information that
covers both territories (the
latest hockey legal news),
which could go right in the
middle.

“In hockey, there is always a question
of whether a hit is legal or whether
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the player doing the hitting
deserves a penalty. Of
course, we also talk about
‘hits’ in law librarianship,
as in the number of hits
you get when you’re
searching a database. 
I also like that both
librarianship and hockey
have terms that
incorporate the word
‘cross,’ and think that
would be fun to put in 
the blog’s subtitle.”

— Jennifer Allison, research
services librarian at Pepperdine
University Law Library in Malibu

“Splendor in the Tapestry
Behind—
title for my
autobiography.
The title is both
symbolic and
multifaceted.
The image is the
tapestry hung
behind the stage
on which one still
is acting. And while
life is completed 
or rounded day by
day, the tapestry
continues to be
woven. Most

important is the word, ‘splendor’: 
It stands for things memorable in
one’s life, not just achievements 
and moments of joy or satisfaction. 
It stands for such acts and facts
outstanding in memory, including
tough spells that had to be mastered
and—in the back flash, when all hurt
is gone and the light is off—appear
splendid.”

—Jolande E. Goldberg, senior
cataloging policy specialist for 
law classification at the Library 
of Congress in Washington, D.C.

Jolande E. Goldberg

Jennifer Allison

Ryan Saltz
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For more responses to 
this month’s “Member 
to Member” question,
please visit www.aall
net.org/products/
pub_sp0807.asp.

member to member

If you were to write
your autobiography
or start a new 
podcast or blog,
etc., what would 
you title it and why?
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