
Heart-to-the-throat adrenalin rush. 
I’m riding my bicycle to work, rolling along the path and

enjoying the day, approaching a steep and partially obscured
underpass ramp. I nod hello to a cyclist standing just off the bike path. He seems to
be waiting for someone to catch up. He looks back over his left shoulder. Now I can
see over the crest of the ramp and who he awaits. Ohmygawd—a youngster, maybe
eight years old, is on a bicycle less than 20 feet away. And, the little one is struggling
up the ramp directly in my path! I slam on the brakes, control the skid, and roll
slowly by. 

So much for a “typical commute.” Bicycle or motorcycle commuters expect 
the unexpected. Law librarians also expect the unexpected—we know that the best
laid plans get interrupted by something urgent. Successful commuters (and law
librarians) cope with the emergency, the urgent request, and take a breath to focus
on the important, long-term issues in their work: customer/client service, law
librarianship principles, aligning with the employer’s strategic goals, and having fun.

If we’re not having fun, we do a disservice to our employers, our customers, 
our profession, and, most importantly, ourselves. 

This issue of Spectrum illustrates the joy of law librarianship through “A Day 
in the Life of the Law Library Community” photo contest entries (page 12). See
especially the best picture overall and the most humorous photos. Continuing the
graphical presentation, we celebrate 100 years of Law Library Journal in a timeline
(page 26).

Rich Leiter recommends a book for us to read, Educating Lawyers, and challenges
us to develop a vocabulary of research to prove the importance of research skills
(page 22).

Carl Yirka poses a provocative question: What can we stop doing in order to do
other higher priority things? Helpfully, he includes examples that should resonate
with all law librarians (page 28).

Mareth Wilson explores public law libraries as agents of social capital, and she
exemplifies the benefits of asking questions about how and why we do things in our
libraries (page 8).

Professional development activities like reading Spectrum, Law Library Journal,
and Harvard Business Review and attending meetings of AALL and your local
chapters help energize me. Sometimes, “something completely different” does 
the trick. I recommend reading the 2007 National Book Award Winner, The
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, by Sherman Alexie, which chronicles 
the experiences of a contemporary Native American high schooler. Visit
www.nationalbook.org/nba2007_ypl_alexie.html to read about the book and 
the award.

Have fun, watch for surprises, and focus on the long term.
I hope to see you in Portland. ■

Expect the Unexpected
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Errata
In the May 2008 issue of The CRIV Sheet, the article, “Library
Maintenance Agreement, period 2,” incorrectly stated the author 
of the May 2007 CRIV Sheet article, “West’s Library Maintenance
Agreement,” as Lucy Rieger. The correct author is Catherine Lemann.
The CRIV Sheet apologizes for the error.

AALLSpectrum_July2008:AALLSpectrum_Nov  6/18/08  11:41 AM  Page 1

creo



