
NCCUSL to Form
Study Committee
on Online
Authentication of
Legal Materials
Good news! We recently learned of an
exciting new outcome of AALL’s National
Summit on Authentic Legal Information 
in the Digital Age, convened by Immediate
Past President Sally Holterhoff in April
2007. Delegate Michele Timmons, the
Minnesota revisor of statutes and a National
Conference of Commissioners on Uniform
State Laws (NCCUSL) commissioner,
submitted a proposal to NCCUSL in June
2007 to create a study committee to explore
the complex issues regarding digital
authentication. 

The AALL Washington Affairs Office
received a letter in February informing us
that the proposal was approved. The new
Study Committee on Online Authentication
of Legal Materials will investigate the issues
and discuss the feasibility of a uniform law
or model act on digital authentication. 
The chair and members of the new study
committee will be named at the NCCUSL
annual meeting in August. 

NCCUSL invited AALL to name an
observer to the new study committee. 
You’ll find comprehensive information
about AALL’s leadership on the digital
authentication of online legal resources 
at www.aallnet.org/summit.

AALL Commends Chief Justice John
G. Roberts for PACER Pilot Program
In late February, AALL President Ann T.
Fessenden sent a letter to Chief Justice 
John G. Roberts, Jr., thanking him for his
leadership in establishing a joint pilot
project to provide free access to the Public
Access to Court Electronic Records
(PACER) system at selected depository
libraries. The joint project between the
Administrative Office of the United States
Courts and the Government Printing Office
(GPO) provides free public access to federal
court records at 16 depository libraries—
including 10 law libraries—in 14 states. 

The Alaska State Court Law Library 
is among the depository libraries offering
no-fee access to PACER. State Law
Librarian Cathy Lemann reports that
PACER is available at the state court law
library and at 16 branch locations. It is
highly valued by customers. “The ability 
to view nationwide court dockets and
documents helps us feel more connected to

the lower 48,” says Lemann.
“Alaskans sometimes feel

isolated. It’s wonderful that
citizens of Alaska can review

records without leaving the state.
Of special interest to PACER users

here in Alaska is the Exxon-Valdez case,
recently argued before the Supreme Court,
and the continued activity in the district
court, where there are 8,700-plus docket
entries.”

AALL has been advocating for many
years to make the PACER system available
at no cost to users of federal depository
libraries. In 2006, the AALL Executive
Board endorsed a Resolution on No-Fee
FDLP Access to PACER that urged GPO 
to work with the administrative office. 
This is yet another demonstration of AALL’s
effective national leadership on information
policy. We are very pleased with the new
PACER pilot program and applaud the
chief justice for his support. 

House Appropriations
Subcommittee Looks at 
Legislative Branch Agencies
In early March, the House Appropriations
Subcommittee on the Legislative Branch
held hearings on the fiscal year (FY) 2009
budget requests of the Library of Congress
(LC) and GPO. Emily Feldman, AALL’s
advocacy communications assistant,
attended both hearings, which were chaired
by Rep. Debbie Wasserman-Schultz (D-
Fla.). Librarian of Congress Dr. James H.
Billington and Public Printer Robert C.
Tapella appeared as witnesses. Chair
Wasserman-Schultz plans to hold a hearing
in late April for outside witnesses and 
once again has invited me to testify in
support of GPO’s budget request. 

The Library of Congress’ budget request
for FY 2009 is $645.8 million, a 5.3 percent
increase over last year. The budget includes 
a $6 million increase for the National
Digital Information and Infrastructure
Preservation Program (NDDIIP), whose
mission is to develop a national strategy to
collect, archive, and preserve digital content.
The budget request also includes $15
million for the Law Library of Congress.
Priorities include the K reclassification
project and the Global Legal Information
Network. The reclassification project has
been woefully underfunded for many years,
and approximately 650,000 titles remain
classified under the old “Law” system. 

The GPO requested a total of $174.4
million for FY 2009 to cover Congressional
printing and binding needs; completion of
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the initial release of GPO’s Federal Digital
System (FDsys); maintenance on GPO’s
aging building; and the Federal Depository
Library Program (FDLP). 

Of the GPO’s total budget request,
$21.2 million (43 percent) is directly related
to FDsys, the online system that will allow
federal content creators to easily create and
submit content that can then be preserved,
authenticated, managed, and delivered.
FDsys is now due to launch in the fall. 

GPO requested $43.4 million for the
Office of Superintendent of Documents,
which funds the FDLP. Of that amount,
$5.7 million is for the digitization of the
legacy collection and the expansion of
GPO’s Web harvesting services. 

Public Access to CRS Reports
The Congressional Research Service 
(CRS), one of the divisions of the Library
of Congress, provides members of Congress
with substantive research papers and
support. These reports, though paid for
with taxpayer dollars, are not easily
accessible to the public other than through
commercial databases. In December 2007,
at the hearing for the E-Government
Reauthorization Act of 2007 (S. 2321), 
Sen. Joseph Lieberman (I-Conn.)
introduced Sen. Res. 401 to make CRS
reports publicly available through a
centralized electronic system. A similar
measure, H.R. 2545, was introduced in 
the House by Rep. Christopher Shays 
(R-Conn.) in May 2007. 

In February, Sen. Dianne Feinstein 
(D-Calif.), chair of the Senate Committee
on Rules and Administration, asked CRS
Director Daniel Mulhollan to develop a
system by which senators would be able 
to place CRS reports more easily on their
Web sites. We are pleased to see some
progress on this issue by Congress and 
are committed to building the necessary
momentum to make these important
reports comprehensively available on the
Web for free public access. 

It’s not too Late—Sign up Today for
AALL’s Annual Advocacy Training
The Government Relations Committee
and Washington Affairs Office will host
this year’s Legislative Advocacy Leadership
Training, “Navigating the Advocacy
Wilderness: Tools and Tips to Become an
Effective Advocate,” in Portland. Join us to
learn how you can support AALL’s policy
agenda and practice skills to become a
(continued on page 9)
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return for the fiscal year, ensuring increases
for the individual endowed funds.   

Schedule B compares the various
revenue and expense accounts for the 2006
and 2007 fiscal years. For 2007, the
Association generated strong revenues
similar to the prior year. A significant
increase was a result of revenue from
publications and royalties. Moreover,
revenue from member dues continued to
increase. While the 2007 New Orleans
Annual Meeting revenue was lower than 
the amount for the 2006 meeting, the 2007
meeting still generated a net return after
direct costs and overhead of $190,000.

Association expenses for fiscal year 2007
also remained comparable with the prior
year. The overall expenses for the Annual
Meeting were lower than in the previous
year; however, the Association saw increased
expenses associated with publications and
increased support of government affairs and
scholarships/grants activities.

In total, the Association reported an
increase in net assets from all funds and
activities of $403,292 in fiscal year 2007
compared to $341,725 for fiscal year 2006. 

Schedule C reports the fiscal year results
of the General Fund only. The increase in

net assets for fiscal year 2007 was $135,148.
The Association saw significant increases in
revenue from membership dues, the Index 
to Foreign Legal Periodicals, and investment
income. Following is an analysis of some
specific items from the General Fund.

Dues revenues were reported at
$941,042, an increase of $47,500 over the
previous year. Compared with the previous
fiscal year, the Association saw an increase 
in the number of dues paying members.
Moreover, as with years past, the Association
had a healthy member retention rate
compared to other similar organizations.
Overall, membership dues accounted for 
29 percent of total Association revenues—
the same as the previous two fiscal years.

The Annual Meeting continues to be
the largest revenue generating activity for
the Association. The New Orleans Annual
Meeting generated lower revenue compared
to the St. Louis Annual Meeting; however,
overall expenses for the 2007 meeting were
lower. In total, 97 exhibitors purchased 
193 exhibit spaces. The total number of
attendees for the meeting was 1,686, which
surpassed the budgeted number of 1,600.
While lower than the percentage of previous
years, the net percentage return on the
Annual Meeting after taking into account
direct and indirect costs was almost 14
percent. 

As noted above, the Index to Foreign
Legal Periodicals generated significant
revenues for the Association. The largest
component to the increase was from royalty
revenue; the revenue for fiscal year 2007 
was $439,315 compared to $298,930 for
the previous year. Overall, the increase in
net assets for the publication was $137,296
compared to $45,113 for the previous year. 

Schedule D provides detail for the
restricted and unrestricted net assets
referenced in Schedule A.

The various funds and programs
itemized on the schedule were established 
by the Executive Board to ensure that
adequate funding is available to support the
Association’s commitment to leadership,
education, and advocacy. Moreover, the
funds also ensure that restricted endowment
contributions are accounted for and
restricted to their intended purposes. 

The balance of the Current Reserve
Fund at the end of fiscal year 2006 was
$440,642. At the end of fiscal year 2007 
the balance of the Current Reserve Fund
was $458,235. At its February meeting, the
Finance and Budget Committee discussed

opportunities to fund leadership, education,
and advocacy programs during 2008. The
committee presented its recommendations
to the Executive Board for approval at the
board’s April meeting.  

If any member would like to comment,
or would like clarification of our financial
performance or policies, please feel free to
contact me or Paula Davidson. We will be
happy to respond. ■

Statement of Activities—General Fund
Schedule C

For the Year Ended 
September 30
2006 2007

Revenues
Membership Dues $ 893,462 $ 941,042
Publications and Royalties 247,990 233,816
Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals 298,930 439,315
Annual Meeting 1,591,801 1,504,178
Professional Development 22,140 18,543
Member List Sales 81,163 66,099
SIS Dues Allocated to HQ 51,142 53,273
Investment Income 28,415 47,339
Other Revenues 68,451 71,876

Total Revenues $ 3,283,494 $ 3,375,481

Expenses
Publications $ 328,076 $ 599,358
Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals 253,817 307,492
Annual Meeting 1,331,458 1,313,617
Professional Development 27,847 122,428
Executive Board and Committees 121,263 114,314
Administrative and General 842,643 533,061
Representatives to Allied 

Organizations 231,991 250,063

Total Expenses $ 3,137,095 $ 3,240,333

Increase in Net Assets $ 146,399 $ 135,148

Comparative Fund Balances
Schedule D

For the Year Ended 
September 30
2006 2007

Funds
Current Reserve Fund $ 440,642 $ 458,235
Investment Fund 2,105,011 2,390,245
Special Interest Sections 220,727 260,813
Wolters Kluwer Law & Business

Research Grant Fund 3,006 10,746
Call for Papers Award Fund (2,100) _

Government Affairs Fund 28,136 33,907
Washington Affairs Contingency Fund 60,000 75,000
Grant Fund 1,189 2,347
Schaffer Annual Meeting Grant Fund 20,824 21,589
Scholarship Fund 107,749 117,675
AALL and West George A. Strait 

Minority Scholarship Endowment 297,933 325,297
CIS Scholarship Fund 1,974 1,974
ICM Scholarship Fund 41,650 47,180
AALL Centennial Fund 11,425 11,788
LexisNexis/John R. Johnson 

Memorial Scholarship Endowment 208,659 230,413
Holoch Fund 11,778 14,851
AALL/LEXIS Research Fund 100,278 115,423
IFLP Reserve Fund 206,999 206,999
AALL/BNA Continuing Education 

Grants Fund 60,000 54,549
Board Approved Workshops 83,059 33,155
Combined Funds 11,449 11,494

Totals $ 4,020,388 $ 4,423,680

more effective communicator while meeting
new colleagues and connecting with old
friends. No specific background knowledge
or experience is required. The training 
will be held on Saturday, July 12, from 
8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. and will include a
continental breakfast. Please register by 
June 1 by contacting Emily Feldman at
ejf33@law.georgetown.edu. ■

Mary Alice Baish, acting Washington
affairs representative, Edward B. Williams
Law Library, 111 G Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20001-1417 • 202/662-
9200 • Fax: 202/662-4059 • E-mail:
Baish@law.georgetown.edu • www.aallnet.
org/aallwash

washington brief— continued from page 6
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