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management and recycling, which diverted
more than 500 tons of materials from
landfills. The design team also made certain
that a recycling program was integrated into
the Wise Law Library itself.

But the designers” greatest accomplish-
ment, in their view, was the challenge of
converting the huge spaces of a building
for 750 students into a law library where
students love to learn, study, and just hang
out.

“Colorado students want natural light
and small comfortable spaces where they
can hang out for extended periods of time,”

explains Childress. “So, we created lots of
nooks and crannies. We also chose colors
that create a sense of comfort and home,
as opposed to more institutional hues.
We even added a skylight into the lower
floor to assure natural daylight there.”

He concludes, “Because law students
spend most of their time in the library, they
not only need convenient access to the
library’s collection and faculty, they need a
‘home away from home.” H



