


bridging the gap— continued from page 11

Other Key Finding:

¢ 109 schools report the annual survey
results are used to improve their LRW
programs.

Now that we have a snapshot of what
the paradigm looks like for teaching legal
research at most law schools, | will discuss
changes in the way legal research is being
taught to Millennials. Legal research
instructors are using a variety of new
approaches to teach to the sophisticated,
technologically-savvy Millennial
Generation. New methodologies and tools
that are being used include the following:

¢ Online legal research courses

e Online American Law Reports

(ALR) courses

e ALR traditional courses are being

taught separately

e Online legislative history module

e Computer-based simulated

communities
e Second Life for virtual tutorials
e The Center for Computer-Assisted
Legal Instruction (CALI) lessons

e Web 2.0 technology tools are being
used to generate content—blogs,
blawgs, podcasts, vlogs, vidcasts,
vodcasts, RSS news feeds, and wikis
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Webinars and Webcasts for mini
lectures

YouTube

Specialized legal research courses in
tax, foreign law, and other subject
areas

Team teaching approach

Online social-network
communicating and teamwork tools
Practicing attorneys are invited

to class as guest lecturers

Panels of recent graduates from
various practice areas are invited

to lectures

Collaborative in-person and virtual
study groups

Peer-to-peer teaching of selected
sources

Competition between groups, using
print and electronic resources
Games with rewards of giveaways
Time sheets and budgets are used to
track billable hours for research
assignments

Class exercises are being taken from
authentic sources, such as briefs,
reference questions, pop culture,
hot legal topics, U.S. Law Week,
and contracts written by practicing
attorneys

e Students are required to keep a
research log or diary
¢ Open-ended questions are being
used in assignments
 Attention is paid to free and
inexpensive resources
» Google for Lawyer, but with careful
use emphasized
 Student collaboration is permitted
on some assignments
« Clickers and The West Education
Network (TWEN) are being used
for polling
« Social-networking Web sites, such
as Facebook, Lawbby, Lawyer Link,
and MySpace
 Presentation technologies include
PowerPoint, Adobe Captivate,
Camtasia, and Fullshot (Camtasia
adds audio, running commentary,
video streams, tracks typing, and
mouse movement)
 Scholarship repositories are used to
post, promote, and share academic
articles among legal research teachers.
The changes | have identified in
this article represent a wide variety of
approaches individual law schools use
to teach legal research to Millennials.



However, these new approaches are not
widespread in their use by legal research
programs for a variety of reasons. Some

of our colleagues would like the learning
experience in legal research to mirror the
realities of the practicing lawyer, but there
are challenges that prevent them from
accomplishing this goal. These barriers
include the lack of good legal research texts
and workbooks, budgetary constraints that
impact hiring decisions, and insufficient
technological resources to effectively teach
the course.

In my analysis of the changes to the
way legal research is being taught, | have
observed that these changes do not
demonstrate enough use of research by
cognitive theorists. Prior to entering law
school, the Millennial Generation benefited
from this research and learned in
environments that incorporated pedagogy
from the cognitive school of scientists.
Research from this school has enabled
educators in other disciplines to design
educational models linked to cognitive
theories and learning strategies. Medical
school training was revolutionized in the
1970s as a consequence of the investigative
case-based learning approach. Today,
undergraduate biology educators adapt
this approach in “bioinformatics” to teach
future members of the medical profession
in an authentic learning environment.
Bioinformatics is a field in science as a
consequence of the merging into a single
discipline the fields of biology, information
technology, and computer science. In the
21st century, the emphasis in the education

model has shifted from teaching to learning.

From kindergarten to undergraduate
schools, many educators have moved to
a more user-centered model for teaching
students. For example, the Board of

Education for public schools in the
Commonwealth of Virginia adopted
student-centered standards for learning
foreign languages in February 2007. There
are frequent references in these standards
that require teachers to use authentic
cultural materials. Additionally, teachers
must facilitate practical opportunities for
students to apply their knowledge and skills
in the targeted ethnic language community
beyond the confines of the classroom.
During the 1980s, a recurring theme in
the cognitive studies was that a learner’s
memory recall ability was related to the
teacher’s type of presentation. For example,
when teachers presented information to
students using the verbal lecture, the recall
rate three days later was only 10 to 20
percent of the information. These studies
are fueling the call for higher educational
reform by policymakers.

In conclusion, legal research educators
already have implemented some changes in
the way legal research is taught. In this new
evolving academic legal research teaching
model, lectures are being combined with
visual, virtual, active, and authentic learning
instructional strategies. For example, a
number of teachers are using the online
learning environment to offer lectures,
legislative history modules, mini-courses,
and in a few instances full legal research
courses to their students. Many legal
research programs are using authentic
class exercises, such as reference questions,
contracts, and hot legal topics to engage and
make the learning experience more relevant
to the practice of law for students. Some
teachers are inviting members of the
profession as guest lecturers to their legal
research classes. To generate content and
support learning in legal research classes,
teachers are using a variety of new tools,

such as time-management logs, blogs,
podcasts, polling devices, social-networking
sites, and Web 2.0 tools.

Despite these efforts to improve the
legal research programs at various law
schools, we need to look at how other
educators in the medical and engineering
professional schools are solving problems
that relate to teaching this generation.
Teaching legal research to our students has
always been a complex undertaking. Today,
the law practice arm of the profession is
evolving in an effort to provide services in a
knowledge society. Therefore, law librarians
will need to explore collaborative teaching
models with solo lawyers, mid-size firms,
and large firms, with a view toward making
the legal research learning environment an
authentic one for our students.

Furthermore, there is a need to
investigate the design of other legal research
teaching models that will foster the creation
of synergy within the law school and the
legal profession. The globalization of
markets is influencing change in the work
environment, and new graduates are expected
to have a deeper knowledge of more than
one discipline. To rise to the challenges
confronting our profession, librarians will
need to think of ourselves as reformers.
Assuming that new role, | will develop an
assessment plan in the future to measure and
analyze the effectiveness of the changes that
I have discussed in this article.
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