


5 Reasons Why Your Law
Library Should Host CLE

Lawyers enroll in Continuing Legal
Education (CLE) programs to expand
their knowledge within their areas

of practice, to develop new
specialties, to improve professional
and office-management skills, and,
more fundamentally, because there
is a professional obligation to remain
competent. Law libraries can become
strategic partners in CLE by offering
these much sought-after courses.
Here’s why:

1. According to the ABA Center for
Continuing Legal Education, at least
43 states require lawyers to take
CLE courses.

2. The 2007 ABA survey found that
97 percent of lawyers enroll in
CLE courses.

3. The Social Law Library’s 2006
User Survey found that 70 percent
of the respondents would attend
CLE programs at the library.

4. The Social Law Library’s 11 CLE
programs in 2006-07 attracted more
than 900 registrants from every
segment of the legal community.
Remarkably, almost 30 percent
traveled to the library from outside
Boston.

5. CLE programs establish your
library as an educational center
and a meeting place for busy
practitioners at every stage of their
careers and from every segment of
the legal community.

when spokespersons from the local chapters
of the American Civil Liberties Union and
the Federalist Society jousted about
“Modern Liberty and the Limits of
Government,” a title taken from moderator
Charles Fried’s recent book. A debate on the
Second Amendment brought polite hoots
and howls from partisans in the audience.
Given the success of its ad hoc debates, the
library’s next step will be to form a standing
committee of senior litigators and bar
leaders to recreate the library’s version of
something akin to the old PBS show, “The
Advocates.”
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Documentaries with legal themes
have proven to be especially popular, even
without the popcorn. Social Law screened
three films this past fall: a chilling
documentary about youth gun violence
in Boston, Shot in the Hood; a recent film
on Sacco and Vanzerti by filmmaker Peter
Miller; and Total Denial: Doe vs. UNOCAL.
Winner of the 2006 Vaclav Havel Human
Rights award, 7otal Denial chronicles the
groundbreaking human rights lawsuit by
EarthRights International on behalf of
Burmese villagers against oil giant
UNOCAL.

Available on DVD, such films are
easy to find on Google and inexpensive
to license. They can be gut-wrenchingly
serious or induce belly laughs. The library
will show A Lawyer Walks in to a Bar, an
irreverent look at the legal profession as
seen though the experiences of six lawyer
wannabes studying for the bar, with
comedic cameos by Sen. John Cornyn,
Alan Dershowitz, Nancy Grace, and Scott
Turow, among others. We think this would
be an excellent film to show the library’s
new crop of fall associates.

Anniversaries often provide good
reasons to convene conferences. In
December 2005, so many people gathered
to hear panelists, such as Yale Law Professor
Akhil Reed Amar and Pulitzer Prize winner
Gordon Wood, engaged in “A Scholarly
Discussion of the 225th Anniversary of
the Massachusetts Constitution of 1780”
that the proceedings had to be remotely
broadcast to an adjoining room. A year
later, the library hosted a conference on
the 100th anniversary of Roscoe Pound’s
timeless 1906 speech, “The Causes
of Popular Dissatisfaction with the
Administration of Justice.” Panel members
from the courts, the bar, and the public
grappled with the difficult question,
“What Would Pound Say Today?”

What Would Holmes Say Today?
There is little doubt that the Social Law
Library’s collection and information services
are as important as ever, albeit adapted
to the digital age. But the question that
prompted this article is broader and more
subjective: If he were alive today, would
Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., still look to
the Social Law Library as a center of
educational, civic, and cultural life? Thanks
to the library’s outreach in legal research
seminars, continuing legal education
courses, and a wide variety of cultural
offerings, I suggest that the answer is, to use
a legal term, a matter of “judicial notice.” l
Robert . Brink, Esq. (rbrink@
socialaw.com) is executive director of
the Social Law Library in Boston.
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Harvard Law School Professor and former
U.S. Solicitor General Charles Fried enjoys
a moment as moderator of a spirited
discussion about “Modern Liberty and the
Limits of Government” at the Social Law
Library. U.S. District Court Judge Patti B.
Saris is in the background.
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There’s a “social” aspect to the Social Law
Library’s programs. Massachusetts Superior
Court Judge Hiller B. Zobel and Harvard Law
School Librarian Harry S. Martin share a
convivial moment.

pg. 17 (upper right)

The Social Law Library’s three-hour CLE
programs attract an average of 83 registrants
from every segment of the bar.
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Sold by Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly, the
CDs of Federal District Court Judge William
G. Young’s four evidence lectures at the
Social Law Library have been best sellers.
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Lectures by authors, debates, conferences,
and other cultural offerings attract large
audiences of lawyers and judges who haven’t
been in the Social Law Library for years.
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Entertaining and educational, a wealth of
documentaries shown at the Social Law
Library covers the entire spectrum of law-
related subjects. They are generally easy
to find and inexpensive to license.
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our programs to all our members, not
just to those who can attend the Annual
Meeting.

We may also need to partner with
other organizations to meet the challenge
of providing both the depth and breadth
of training that is needed to keep pace
with our rapidly changing, complex work
environments.

Is AALL providing the educational
opportunities that you need? What
additional areas do we need to cover, and
what delivery methods should we use?
Please send your ideas to me, Education
Manager Celeste Smith (csmith@aall.org),
or the Continuing Professional Education
Committee. Let’s “get busy and find out
how to do it!” H



