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Nursery of a Supreme Court Justice: The Library of James 
Harlan of Kentucky, Father of John Marshall Harlan*

Kurt X. Metzmeier** and Peter Scott Campbell***

Probate records show that James Harlan, the father of Supreme Court Justice 
John Marshall Harlan, assembled during his lifetime a law library impres-
sive in its breadth and balance. This paper discusses how Harlan might have 
acquired the collection, analyzes its content, and attempts to identify titles 
listed in the executor’s inventory.

Introduction

¶1 Antebellum Kentuckians enjoyed romanticizing their state’s frontier past, but 
by the mid-nineteenth century many lived very sophisticated lives. The cities 
of Lexington and Louisville ranked among the nation’s largest population cen-
ters, and the state had ready rail and river routes to Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, and 
Philadelphia. It is in this setting that the respected, but not particularly financially 
successful, Frankfort attorney James Harlan assembled the library that is the sub-
ject of this paper. The inventory of Harlan’s estate compiled by his executor shows 
a remarkably well-preserved example of a working attorney’s library. The breadth 
of scope of the legal materials is impressive, reflecting the generalist nature of 
Harlan’s legal practice as well as the scholarly interests of a man entrusted to draft 
Kentucky’s first code of civil practice.1

¶2 Harlan is perhaps best known as the father of Supreme Court Justice John 
Marshall Harlan, whose famous dissent in Plessy v. Ferguson inspired generations 
of civil rights activists.2 More recently, he was mentioned as the possible father of 
Robert James Harlan,3 a freed former slave of Harlan’s who went on to acquire a 
fortune in the California gold rush and later settled in Cincinnati, where he was a 
successful businessman and civil rights leader.4 The Cincinnatian maintained a 
warm relationship with his former owner, leading to rumors regarding his pater-
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nity. In 2002, DNA testing seemed to discount this theory, but the complex rela-
tionship between the Harlan family and their former bondsman is still a subject of 
interest to historians.5 In his own time, Harlan was an important figure in his own 
right as both a Whig politician and close friend of Henry Clay, and as a Frankfort 
lawyer more comfortable in the well of the Court of Appeals than in front of the 
rural jury benches where Kentucky’s most successful attorneys thrived.

¶3 James Harlan was born on June 22, 1800, in Mercer County, in the heart of 
the old Bluegrass. His father, also named James, had been one of Kentucky’s earli-
est settlers.6 In 1823, Harlan was admitted to the bar and opened an office in the 
county seat of Harrodsburg.7 He served as Mercer County commonwealth attorney 
from 1829 to 1835. In 1835 he was elected to Congress as a Whig, starting a long 
association with Henry Clay. He served two terms before returning to Kentucky to 
serve as secretary of state in the administration of Governor Robert P. Letcher from 
1840 to 1844. He remained in Frankfort (his home until his death), representing 
Franklin County in the 1845 Kentucky legislature. In 1851, Harlan became the first 
elected attorney general of Kentucky and in 1855 he was elected for a second 
term.8 A private citizen again at the beginning of the Civil War, his strong unionism 
won him the respect of President Abraham Lincoln, who appointed him U.S. 
Attorney for the Kentucky federal district court. That appointment was cut short 
by Harlan’s death in Frankfort on February 18, 1863.

¶4 Harlan was known as a reserved and dignified man and, in an age of exag-
gerated rhetoric and populist affectation, this reserve gave him a reputation as a 
poor orator. In his daughter-in-law Malvina Shanklin Harlan’s memoir he is 
described as “straight as an arrow,” looking much older than his age in years.9 
Malvina, who was quite fond of her father-in-law, ascribes this manner to his 
“great modesty and shyness.”10 A less sympathetic observer was Democratic poli-
tician Thomas Z. Morrow. Morrow scorned Harlan’s skills on the hustings and in 
courtrooms, noting that the technical skill that made him a good appellate lawyer 
was a hindrance before a jury or at a political event.11 He recalls a trial regarding 

	 5.	 See Marianne Kunnen-Jones, Current Research: DNA Tests Might Solve Harlan Family Mystery 
(Feb. 4, 2000), http://www.uc.edu/info-services/dna.htm; Michael Collins, DNA Puts Rumor to Rest, 
Cincinnati Post, Sept. 1, 2001, at 1K.

	 6.	 Alpheus H. Harlan, History and Genealogy of the Harlan Family 106, 274 (1914).
	 7.	 The bare details of James Harlan’s life can be found in the following short biographical sketches, none 

of which is more than a page in length: James Harlan, in Biographical Directory of the United 
States Congress 1774–2005, at 1197 (2005); James Harlan, in The Biographical Encyclopædia 
of Kentucky 26 (1878); James Harlan, in The Kentucky Encyclopedia 406 (John E. Kleber ed., 
1992); James Harlan in 4 Dictionary of American Biography 267 (1960); and James Harlan, in 
The Lawyers and Lawmakers of Kentucky 120 (H. Levin ed., 1897).

	 8.	 The attorney general was appointed by the governor until the ratification of the 1850 Kentucky 
constitution put the selection before the electorate. Attorney General, Office of, in The Kentucky 
Encyclopedia, supra note 7, at 39.

	 9.	 Malvina Shanklin Harlan, Some Memories of a Long Life, 1854–1911, at 14 (2002).
	10.	 Id. 
	11.	 Thomas Z. Morrow, Recollections of an Old Time Democratic Mass Meeting 21–22 (1911). 
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a building contract he witnessed in Boyle Circuit Court. Harlan opened with a care-
ful recounting of the breaches in the agreement made by the opposing party. 
Harlan’s opponent, John B. Thompson, swept away these arguments with ridicule, 
arguing that “if the temple of Solomon in all its pristine glory was set down in front 
of him,” Harlan would see none of its beauty and instead “would . . . whip out a 
two-foot rule” to measure it to see if it met the biblical specifications.12

¶5 The shy and technical lawyer was nonetheless a passionate politician. 
Befitting a man who named his son after the Federalist Chief Justice John Marshall, 
Harlan was a stalwart Whig of the nationalist stripe, devoted to his friend Henry 
Clay and disdainful of Thomas Jefferson’s small-government Democrats.13 A Clay 
loyalist to the end, he cast the sole vote in the Kentucky delegation to deny fellow 
Kentuckian Zachary Taylor a nomination as the Whig candidate for president in 
1848. (Taylor won the presidency, although Harlan’s intransigency may have been 
well placed; as president, Taylor ignored the Whig platform).14 When Clay died in 
1852, he left his favorite cane to his old friend.15

¶6 From his home in the Bluegrass, Harlan would have had ample opportunity 
to assemble a library with a well-balanced legal collection.16 Lexington, the intel-
lectual capital of the state for its first half century, had several booksellers with long 
associations with the publishing centers in Philadelphia.17 Fast-growing Louisville 
was another possible source: by 1859 the city’s business directory promoted nine-

12.	 Id. at 22
13.	 Peter Scott Campbell, ed., The Civil War Reminiscences of John Marshall Harlan, 32 J. Sup. Ct. Hist. 

249, 250–51 (2007).
14.	 Id. at 254–55. His stubborn stand in the Kentucky caucus was ultimately irrelevant because a mili-

tantly antislavery faction within the Massachusetts delegation quickly scuppered the bid to make the 
general’s nomination unanimous. K. Jack Bauer, Zachary Taylor: Solder, Planter, Statesman of 
the Old Southwest 236 (1985). Kentucky Whigs were particularly distressed by Taylor’s administra-
tion and were dismayed by his cold treatment of Clay. Id at 248–49, 265–67 (1985). See also William 
O. Lynch, Zachary Taylor as President, 4 J. Southern Hist. 279, 283–34 (1938) .

15.	 Campbell, supra note 13, at 254–55.
16.	 The rise of Kentucky book culture is well documented. The spread of literacy, book publishing, and 

libraries are surveyed in W.H. Venable, Beginnings of Literary Culture in the Ohio Valley 
(1891) and Howard H. Peckham, Books and Reading on the Ohio Valley Frontier, 44 Miss. Valley 
Hist. Rev. 649 (1958). The nascent publishing industry is treated generally in William Henry 
Perrin, The Pioneer Press of Kentucky (1888); Willard Rouse Jillson, The First Printing in 
Kentucky (1936); and Douglas C. McMurtrie, John Bradford, Pioneer Printer of Kentucky 
(1931).

17.	 A keen eyewitness to the birth of the book business in Lexington was William A. Leavy, whose 
father moved the family’s mercantile business to Lexington from Philadelphia in the 1780s. John 
D. Wright, Lexington: Heart of the Bluegrass 22 (1994). Leavy, a wealthy merchant in his 
own right, wrote a private memoir that was much later published in several parts in the Register 
of the Kentucky Historical Society. It vividly captures the commercial life of the young state and 
pays particular attention to the establishment of the book trade and its ties to Philadelphia. William 
Leavy, Memoir of Lexington and Its Vicinity: With Some Notice of Many Prominent Citizens and Its 
Institutions of Education and Religion, 41 Reg. Ky. Hist. Soc. 310, 319–22 (1943). Leavy was a 
patron of libraries and he recounts how in the early nineteenth century Lexington librarians frequently 
went to Philadelphia to buy books not yet available in Kentucky. William Leavy, Memoir of Lexington 
and Its Vicinity: With Some Notice of Many Prominent Citizens and Its Institutions of Education and 
Religion, 41 Reg. Ky. Hist. Soc. 107, 131 (1943).
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teen booksellers, five bookbinders, and ten printers in its pages.18 Also, the pub-
lishing center of Cincinnati was only ninety miles from Harlan’s Frankfort 
home.19

¶7 In a study of the libraries of antebellum Indiana lawyers, historian Michael 
H. Harris found estate sales to be a major source of law books.20 As a politician 
and lawyer with widespread contacts, Harlan would certainly have been aware of 
the estate and foreclosure auctions of Kentucky lawyers with book collections. 
Moreover, he could also have purchased some of his books by post: the legal peri-
odicals he owned are full of reviews and advertisements for law books. In addition, 
the “Law Library” series of reprints of English legal treatises listed in the inven-
tory appears to have been primarily marketed as a mail-order set by its publisher, 
the Philadelphia firm of T. & J.W. Johnson.21

Collection Analysis

Provenance of the Collection

¶8 James Harlan’s death in 1863 forced his son, John Marshall Harlan, to resign 
his commission in the Union Army and return to Frankfort, Kentucky, to put his 
father’s matters in order. John and his brother James acted as administrators of 
the estate.22 One of their first steps was to create an inventory of the estate, which 
resulted in an eighteen-page document written in the hand of John, titled “Sale Bill 
of the personal property of the estate of James Harlan deceased.” The document 
is housed in the Library of Congress as part of its collection of John Marshall 
Harlan’s papers.23 

¶9 Every asset was listed individually with an attached estimated value. The 
value calculated for the entire estate, excepting real estate, was $5,030.21.24 An 
indication of how much Harlan loved books is evidenced by the fact that nine of 
the fifteen pages listing assets are filled with titles of books. The total valuation of 
the books is $1021.50, which is more than one-fifth of the entire estate.

18.	 Louisville Directory and Business Advertiser for 1859–60, at 259–60, 297 (1859). 
19.	 See Walter Sutton, The Western Book Trade: Cincinnati As a Nineteenth-Century Publishing 

and Book-Trade Center 67 (1961).
20.	 Michael H. Harris, The Frontier Lawyer’s Library: Southern Indiana, 1800–1850, as a Test Case, 16 

Am. J. Legal Hist. 239, 244–49 (1972).
21.	 Law Library—Thirty-Five Volumes: At Three Dollars a Volume Bound, 4 Amer. L. Mag. i (Jan. 1845). 

For more on the Law Library, see the entry in the inventory, infra.
22.	 Loren P. Beth, John Marshall Harlan: The Last Whig Justice 68 (1992).
23.	 Inventory of James Harlan’s Estate (Mar. 30, 1888), in Papers of John Marshall Harlan, 

Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, microformed on Reel 32, Frames 279–88.
24.	 According to http://www.measuringworth.com/uscompare, $5030.21 would be worth about $71,000 

today. The inventory did not list James Harlan’s house in Frankfort. The 1850 census set the value of 
real property owned by James Harlan at $7,000. Kentucky, Franklin County, 1850 U.S. Census, 
microformed on M432, roll 200, page 54. In 1860, the census taker valued the property at $14,000. 
Kentucky, Franklin County, 1860 U.S. Census, microformed on M653, roll 367, page 82.
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¶10 At the end of the document, there is an interesting paragraph about the legal 
books of the collection:

The administrators constituting the law firm of Harlan and Harlan kept the law library of 
decedent at the valuation affixed by the appraisers in the inventory which was based upon 
the careful examination of all the law books by Hon. A. J. James whose original estimate 
will be filed herein if desired. Many of the law books were old out of date, and of but little 
practical use to the profession. Some of them would have sold for but little and the admin-
istrators for evident reasons feeling some attachment to the library as a whole and believ-
ing that the interest of the creditors would require them to do so, kept the entire library at 
valuation as stated.25 

The brothers were perhaps being a bit disingenuous when downplaying the value 
of the law books. Law books made up a substantial majority of the collection and 
$1,000 was a large amount in 1860s Kentucky. Sentimentality certainly played a 
part in the brothers’ decision to hold onto the books, but the needs of a burgeoning 
new law partnership must also have been a deciding factor.

¶11 It is unclear what the ultimate fate of the law collection was. Like his father, 
John Marshall Harlan had trouble with money for all of his life, and letters from 
1888 indicate that he had to sell a number of law books to settle a particular debt.26 
It seems likely that the “out of date” books he inherited from his father were 
included in the sale. 

¶12 The inventory follows a format typical of nineteenth-century estate papers. 
The listing of books falls without fanfare right after cheese hoops, a couple of 
horses, and ten shares of Farmers Bank stock and just before proceeds of the “sale 
of negro boy Reuben.” A short title is given for each item (probably copied directly 
from the spine), along with an estimated value. There are 238 identifiable titles, 
167 clearly legal in nature. To that 167, one can add another hundred or more titles 
from the 71 volumes of the Law Library reprint series.27

¶13 For the first few pages, the number of volumes of each title is given, but 
with a few exceptions, this stops early in the inventory. Nonetheless, adding those 
exact volume counts to the totals of titles and allowing for the many multivolume 
sets listed, it is very likely that the library contained approximately 600 to 750 
volumes. 

Nonlegal Titles

¶14 The majority of the titles inventoried in James Harlan’s collection are legal 
works, but there are a sizeable number of nonlegal titles. It is hard to gauge whether 

25.	 Inventory of James Harlan’s Estate, supra note 23, at Frame 287. Andrew Jackson James, who valued 
the collection, was a member of the Democratic Party who followed the Whig James Harlan and 
preceded Republican John Marshall Harlan as attorney general of Kentucky, and  can be presumed to 
have been an honest broker. See L. Frank Johnson, History of Franklin County Bar, 1786–1932, 
at 55–56 (1932).

26.	 Letter from Shackelford Miller to A[ugustus] Willson, Mar. 30, 1888, Papers of John Marshall 
Harlan, supra note 23, at Reel 5, Frame 121.

27.	 See “Law Library” in the inventory, infra.	
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the titles represented all Harlan’s nonlegal books, because some were no doubt 
retained informally by family members. The fact that there is no bible listed, and 
few novels, strongly suggests that the books listed only partially reflect Harlan’s 
nonprofessional reading. Given this, it is perhaps foolhardy to draw too many 
conclusions, but a few things of interest stand out. The first is the entirely under-
standable predominance of popular periodicals and books on history, geography, 
and political philosophy. As a leading Whig politician who spent the large part of 
his life in public affairs, it would be surprising if Harlan did not collect in these 
areas. The religious works are notable only because there are so few for such a 
pious man; however, this is another area where the family may have taken senti-
mental items. 

¶15 A couple of parts of the inventory invite a bit of popular psychology. First, 
it is interesting that a man known for his grave and taciturn nature owned so many 
works of humor. The quiet Kentuckian seems to have enjoyed the wit of Regency 
England: the picaresque satires of Tobias Smollett, the gentle comedic plays of 
Oliver Goldsmith, and memoirs of the actor David Garrick and the comedian 
Charles Mathews appear to have filled his leisure hours.28 However, his taste for 
humor (at least as reflected in his book collection) spanned the Atlantic, revealing 
also a fondness for Canadian Thomas Chandler Haliburton’s Sam Slick stories29 
and Seba Smith of Maine’s broad political humor.30

¶16 Also interesting are the two works of etiquette, especially the widely read 
American Chesterfield.31 In our age of self-help books, it is perhaps impossible not 
to imagine that the man who is consistently described as shy would try to break 
out of his social awkwardness and connect to people in the easy manner of his 
beloved Clay. If this was the case, Lord Chesterfield’s treatise, which gave advice 
on everything from proper dress to how to make polite dinner conversation, would 
have been the recommended text.32

28.	 The bright culture of London under the regency of the future George IV (1811–20) is best captured 
by Venetia Murray, An Elegant Madness: High Society in Regency England 1–23 (1998).

29.	 Thomas Chandler Haliburton was a Scottish-born Canadian judge with a jaundiced eye on transatlan-
tic political affairs. His lead character was a backcountry Nova Scotian engaged as an attaché in early 
Victorian England, whose plain-speaking observations on politics and society served as the device for 
satire. See generally, V. L. O. Chittick, Thomas Chandler Haliburton (“Sam Slick”) A Study in 
Provincial Toryism (1924).

30.	 Seba Smith’s character, the rustic Yankee Jack Downing, played the same role as Sam Slick with 
regard to American politics. See Milton & Patricia Rickels, Seba Smith 19 (1977).

31.	 Philip Dormer Stanhope Chesterfield, The American Chesterfield, or Way to Wealth, 
Honour, and Distinction (1852).  

32.	 See Samuel Shellabarger, Lord Chesterfield and His World 3–7, 379–80 (1951); Kenneth 
Forward, Manners for Americans, 2 Am. Speech 182 (1927).
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Table 1

Nonlegal Titles

Periodicals 12

Geography 5

History 19

Philosophy 8

Science 5

Religion 4

Arts & Literature 18

The Harlan Law Library

¶17 The poor-mouthing by the Harlan brothers aside, and assuming that the titles 
listed were in readable condition, James Harlan’s law library is impressive in its 
breadth and balance. No major area of nineteenth-century Anglo-American law is 
unrepresented, and in English law it was likely unrivaled by any private library in 
the state. The collection of case reports, out-of-state statutes, and codes of practice 
are quite diverse for a nonacademic library, and likely assisted Harlan in the task 
of codifying the Kentucky code of civil practice. The only discernable lacunae 
are in the area of civil law. Justinian’s Institutes and other Roman legal texts are 
absent, and there are few treatises on the law of nations like Hugo Grotius’ De 
Jure Belli ac Pacis.33 However, even a scholarly attorney such as Harlan would 
find little of practical value from civil law treatises in Latin in the interior of the 
United States.

¶18 The best way to assess the collection is to compare it to other private col-
lections of lawyers equivalent in status and geographic proximity to Harlan. 
Unfortunately, there are no good surveys of Kentucky private libraries. However, 
in his dissertation, Michael H. Harris read through early nineteenth-century pro-
bate records in nearby southern Indiana to determine the nature of book ownership 
on the frontier.34 The inventories of the libraries of four lawyers, Alexander A. 

33.	 Hugo Grotius, The Law of War and Peace: De Jure Belli ac Pacis (Francis Willey Kelsey tr., 
1962).

34.	 Michael H. Harris, The Availability of Books and the Nature of Book Ownership on the Southern 
Indiana Frontier, 1800–1850, at 120–40 (Apr. 12, 1971) (unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, Indiana 
University) (on file with author).
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Meek,35 Erasmus McJurkin,36 Andrew J. Malott,37 and Asa C. Mills,38 are reprinted 
in his work.39 None of the group—which included men who served as a state cir-
cuit judge, district attorneys, and a justice of the peace—came close to owning the 
200 to 225 titles that Harlan did, with law libraries respectively of fifty, fifty-five, 
thirty-two, and twelve titles.40 Comparing inventories, only a very few titles are not 
included in Harlan’s library. 

¶19 At the national level, perhaps no better private law library could be found 
than that of Supreme Court Justice Joseph Story, the author of the leading work on 
the U.S. Constitution, as well as standard treatises on agency, bills and notes, con-
flicts of laws, equity, and partnerships.41 The auction catalogue of his estate sale 
shows him with approximately 600 legal titles, about three times the number 
owned by Harlan.42 However, when one excludes foreign and civil law titles, 
Harlan’s collection compares fairly well—especially when one notes that the 
Kentucky lawyer bought his books; the large number of titles in the printed cata-
logue of Story’s collection that are marked “autograph” or “presentation copy” 
suggests many were gifts—likely by legal scholars hoping for a mention in one of 
the justice’s best-selling treatises.43 Clearly, measured against both his peers and 
the leading legal scholar of his time, Harlan had assembled a fine library.

35.	 Alexander A. Meek was a distinguished member of the Washington County bench and bar serving 
first as a state circuit court judge and later as the U.S. Attorney for the District of Indiana. 3 Leander 
J. Monks, et al., Courts and Lawyers of Indiana 1030 (1916); Executive Proceedings of the 
State of Indiana 90–91 (Dorothy Riker ed., 1947). He was also a general in the state militia and 
grand master of the Indiana Grand Masonic Lodge. Jacob Piatt Dunn, 1 Indiana and Indianans 333 
(1919); William Wesley Woollen, Biographical and Historical Sketches of Early Indiana 
491–92 (photo. reprint 1975) (1883).

36.	 Erasmus Harvey McJunkin was a pioneer member of the Daviess County bar and served as prosecut-
ing attorney for the Seventh Judicial Circuit. Executive Proceedings of the State of Indiana, supra 
note 35, at 308 (1947); Monks, supra note 35, at 1069. He also represented Daviess County in the 
Indiana legislature.   History of Knox and Daviess County, Indiana 628 (1886).

37.	 Andrew Jackson Malott, whose legal career was cut short at age twenty-seven, held no major office 
but attracted attention as a solid member of the Washington County bar. History of Washington 
County Indiana 749 (photo. reprint 1965) (1884).

38.	 Asa C. Mills had a long legal career in his Gibson County home, serving as justice of the peace, 
county attorney, and coroner. C.W. Cady, The Indiana Annual Register and Pocket Manual for 
the Year 1845, at 62, 108 (1844); Executive Proceedings of the State of Indiana, supra note 35, 
at 443.

39.	 Harris, supra note 34, app. 5, at 249–59. 
40.	 Id.
41.	 R. Kent Newmyer, Supreme Court Justice Joseph Story: Statesman of the Old Republic 

272–304 (1985).
42.	 Michael H. Hoeflich & Karen S. Beck, The 1846 Auction Catalogue of Joseph Story’s Library 

(2004).
43.	 Id. The thirty-page catalogue has 290 titles marked “autograph” and 109 described as presentation 

copies.
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Table 2

Identifiable Legal Titles 

Encyclopedia & digests 16

Case reports (U.S.) 31

Case reports (U.K.) 17

Statutes 9

Legal periodicals 5

Admiralty 1

Agency 2

Commercial law 1

Contracts 7

Corporations 3

Criminal law 3

Debtor-creditor 1

Domestic relations 3

English legal history 3

Equity 12

Estates 5

Evidence 7

Insurance 2

Libel 1

Negotiable instruments 4

Patents 2

Practice & procedure 14

Property 6

Remedies 3

Roman law 1

Slavery 1

Tort 1

Trials 5

Trusts 1

The T. & J.W. Johnson “Law Library” (English legal treatises) 75–150 

Inventory of the Library of James Harlan

¶20 A note on the methodology is in order. Each entry in the inventory is represented 
exactly as it is listed in the probate record, although information carried down from 
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one entry to the next using ditto marks has been placed in brackets. Entries are in 
the order in which they appear in the inventory. The general order within entries set 
down by the unknown itemizer or itemizers is spine-title, the number of volumes, 
and estimated value of the item. The volume count is often omitted.

¶21 In bracketed notes following each entry, we have tried to identify the most 
likely title and imprint for the book listed, based on the title, the price, and the 
available editions. Using the assumption that Harlan would most likely own books 
printed near him in time and space, we have preferred American editions (espe-
cially those published at the nearby publishing centers of Philadelphia and 
Cincinnati) and editions published after 1820 but before Harlan’s death in 1860. 
These are only our best guesses; the actual volumes Harlan owned were long ago 
dispersed.

N. American Review 45 vols.	 22.50
[The North American Review. Boston: O. Everett, 1821–. ]

Quarterly [Review] 10 vols.	 5.00
[Most likely: The Quarterly Review. London: John Murray, 1809–. Less likely: American 
Quarterly Review. Philadelphia: Carey, Lea & Carey, 1827–.]

London [Review] 10 vols.	 5.00
[London Review. [n.p.; n.d.], 1775–.]

Westminster [Review] 5 vols.	 2.50
[The Westminster Review. London: Baldwin, Cradock, and Joy, 1824–.]

Edinburg[h] [Review] 16 vols.	 8.00
[The Edinburgh Review. Edinburgh: A. and C. Black, 1802–.]

London & Westminster 2 vols.	  1.00
[The London and Westminster Review. London: J. Macrone, 1836–.]

Japan Expedition 2 vols. odd 	 1.25 
[Spalding, J. Willett. The Japan Expedition. Japan and Around The World; An Account of 
Three Visits To The Japanese Empire, With Sketches Of Madeira, St. Helena, Cape Of Good 
Hope, Mauritius, Ceylon, Singapore, China, And Loo-Choo. New York: Redfield, 1855.] 

Ch Matthews Memoirs 4 odd 	 2.00
[Mathews, Charles. Memoirs of Charles Mathews, Comedian. London: R. Bentley, 
1839.] 

Bentons 30 years 1 vols.	 1.50
[Benton, Thomas Hart. Thirty Years’ View, or, A History of the Working of the American 
Government for Thirty Years, from 1820 to 1850. New York: D. Appleton, 1854.]
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Clarendons Rebellion 6 vols. 	 3.00
[Clarendon, Edward Hyde. The History of the Rebellion and Civil Wars in England. 
Oxford: At the Clarendon Press, one of several editions from 1807 to 1849.]

Humes England 7 vols.	 3.50
[Hume, David. The History of England From the Invasion of Julius Cæsar to the Revolution 
in 1688. London: Printed by W. Strahan, 1766.]

History of Ireland 5 vols.	 3.75
[The most likely identification is: Abbé Mac-Geoghegan and Patrick O’Kelly. The History 
of Ireland, Ancient and Modern. New York: D. & J. Sadlier, 1845.] 

Matthewson Population 2 vols. 	 .50
[Likely a garbled rendering of Malthus, T. R. An Essay on the Principle of Population, As 
It Affects the Future Improvement of Society. London: J. Johnson, 1798.]

Burks Works 5 vols.	 3.75
[Burke, Edmund. The Works of Edmund Burke: With a Memoir. New York: Harper, 1855.] 

Walshs Appeal 	 .30
[Walsh, Robert. An Appeal from the Judgments of Great Britain Respecting the United 
States of America. Containing an Historical Outline of Their Merits and Wrongs As 
Colonies; and Strictures Upon the Calumnies of British Writers. London: Longman, Hurst, 
and Co., 1820.]

Percy Anecdotes 2 vols. odd	 .30
[Byerley, Thomas. Percy Anecdotes. New York: Harper, 1859.]

Fergusons Lectures 2 vols.	 .60
[Ferguson, James, David Brewster, and Robert Patterson, Ferguson’s Lectures on Select 
Subjects In Mechanics, Hydrostatics, Hydraulics, Pneumatics, Optics, Geography, 
Astronomy, and Dialling: A New Edition, Corrected and Enlarged, with Notes and an 
Appendix. Philadelphia: M. Carey, 1814.]

Rollins History odd	 .60
[Rollin, Charles, and James Bell. The Ancient History of the Egyptians, Carthaginians, 
Assyrians, Babylonians, Medes and Persians, Grecians and Macedonians. Cincinnati, 
Ohio: H. S. & J. Applegate, 1850.]

Elements Laws	 .20
[Rush, John. Elements of Life, or, The Laws of Vital Matter. Philadelphia: Printed by 
Thomas and George Palmer, 1804.]

Garricks Memoirs 2 vols. 	 .40
[Davies, Thomas. Memoirs of the Life of David Garrick, Esq. Interspersed with Characters 
and Anecdotes of His Theatrical Contemporaries: The Whole Forming a History of the 
Stage: Which Includes a Period of Thirty-Six Years. Boston: Wells and Lilly, 1818.] 
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Rices Memoirs 	 .20
[Bishop, Robert H., and David Rice. An Outline of the History of the Church in the State 
of Kentucky, During a Period of Forty Years: Containing the Memoirs of Rev. David Rice, 
and Sketches of the Origin and Present State of Particular Churches, and of the Lives and 
Labours of a Number of Men Who Were Eminent and Useful in Their Day. Lexington, Ky.: 
T. T. Skillman, 1824.]

Evangelical library	 1.20
[Flavel, John. The Evangelical Library; or, Repository of Scarce and Valuable Divinity 
Containing Select Works of the Reverend Thomas Brooks, Archbishop Usher, and Other 
Eminent Divines; with the Lives and Portraits of the Different Authors, Complete Indices, 
Notes, &C. London: Printed for T. Pitcher, 1789. Despite a slightly variant name, The 
Evangelical Family Library. New York: American Tract Society, 1832 is also plausible.] 

Moral Science	 .30
[There are four possible identifications: (1) Beattie, James. The Elements of Moral Science. 
Baltimore [Md.]: Printed and sold by William Warner, 1813. (2) Wayland, Francis. The 
Elements of Moral Science. Boston: Gould, Kendall, and Lincoln, 1841. (3) Blakey, 
Robert. The History of Moral Science. London: J. Duncan, 1833. (4) Hopkins, Mark. 
Lectures Moral Science. Philadelphia: Finley, 1811.]

History of Kentucky odd	 .50
[Most likely candidate is Marshall, Humphrey. The History of Kentucky Exhibiting 
an Account of the Modern Discovery, Settlement, Progressive Improvement, Civil and 
Military Transactions, and the Present State of the Country. Frankfort: G. S. Robinson, 
1824. Marshall’s work is considered to be the first history of the state. Another possibil-
ity is Butler, Mann, and George Croghan. A History of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 
Louisville, Ky.: Wilcox, Dickerman, 1834.] 

O’Mearas St Helena	 .20
[O’Meara, Barry Edward. Napoleon in Exile: Or, a Voice from St. Helena: The Opinions 
and Reflections of Napoleon on the Most Important Events of His Life and Government, in 
His Own Words. London: Printed for W. Simpkin and R. Marshall, 1822.]

Useful Knowledge	 .30
[Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge. Library of Useful Knowledge. London: 
Baldwin and Cradock, 1829.]

Cases of Conscience	 .10
[Pascal the Younger, Cases of Conscience; or, Lessons in Morals: For the Use of the Laity. 
London: Thomas Bosworth, 1852.]

Robbins Outline History	 .60
[Robbins, Royal. Outlines of Ancient and Modern History on a New Plan. Embracing 
Biographical Notices of Illustrious Persons, and General Views of the Geography . . . 
Customs, and Society of Ancient Nations. Hartford, Conn.: Belknap and Hamersley, 1837 
or 1859.] 
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History of U States	 .30
[Several options; the most attractive is an early volume of Bancroft, George. A History of 
the United States, From the Discovery of the American Continent. Boston: Little, Brown 
and Co., 1834–75.] 

Evening Exercises	 .10
[Jay, William. Evening Exercises for the Closet: For Every Day in the Year. New York: 
Robert Carter & Brothers, 1858; the latest among many editions of this popular devotional 
calendar.] 

Scottish Chiefs odd	 .25
[Porter, Jane. The Scottish Chiefs: A Romance. New York: Evert Duyckinck, 1817; there are 
several other printings of this popular novel.]

Brittish Spy	 .10
[Wirt, William. The Letters of the British Spy. New York: J. & J. Harper, 1832.]

Scenes in Late War	 .20
[Difficult, but a best guess is Ellison, Seacome. Prison Scenes; And Narrative of Escape 
from France, During the Late War. London: Whittaker, 1838.] 

Etiquette	 .10
[Probably The Laws of Etiquette; or, Short Rules and Reflections for Conduct in Society. 
Philadelphia: Carey, Lea, & Blanchard, 1836. Or perhaps Day, Charles William, and Alfred 
Guillaume Gabriel Orsay. Etiquette, or, A Guide to the Usages of Society With a Glance at 
Bad Habits. Philadelphia: T. B. Peterson, 1843.]

Age of Louis 14th 2 vols.		  .20
[Voltaire, The Age of Louis XIV; To Which Is Added, an Abstract of The Age of Louis XV 
with Notes Critical and Explanatory by R. Griffith. London: Fielding and Walker, 1779.] 

Odysse	 1.00
[Most likely candidate is The Odyssey. Translated by Alexander Pope. London: Baynes and 
Son, 1825. The Odyssey of Homer: According to the Text of Wolf, with Notes for the Use of 
Schools and Colleges. Translated by John J. Owen. New York: American Book Co., 1859 
is also possible.]

American Chesterfield	 .20
[Chesterfield, Philip Dormer Stanhope. The American Chesterfield, or, Way to Wealth, 
Honour and Distinction: Being Selections from the Letters of Lord Chesterfield to His Son. 
Philadelphia: Lippincott, Grambo & Co., 1852.]

Goldsmith Works odd	 .10
[Goldsmith, Oliver, and Peter Cunningham. The Works of Oliver Goldsmith. Boston: Little, 
Brown, 1854.]
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Burns [Works]	 .20
[Burns, Robert, and Robert Chambers. The Life and Works of Robert Burns. New York: 
Harper & Brothers, 1852.]

Winter Evenings 2 vols.	 .15
[Knox, Vicesimus. Winter Evenings, or, Lucubrations on Life and Letters. New York: John 
Ronalds, 1805.]

Thompson’s Seasons	 .20
[Thomson, James, and Samuel Johnson. Thomson’s Seasons, with Life by Johnson: For the 
Closet, but Principally the School. Edinburgh: A. & C. Black, 1848.]

Ossian 	 .20
[Macpherson, James, trans. The Poems of Ossian, the Son of Fingal. New York: Published 
by Thomas A. Ronalds, 1809.]

Life & Times	 .60
[Multiple possibilities, most popular imprint with similar name is: Philip, Robert. The Life, 
Times, and Characteristics of John Bunyan. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1839.]

Adams Lectures	 .80
[Adams, George. Lectures on Natural and Experimental Philosophy, Considered in 
It’s[sic] Present State of Improvement, In Five Volumes, The Fifth Volume Consisting of the 
Plates and Index. London: Printed by R. Hindmarsh; sold by the author, 1794.]

Political Economy	 .30
[Carey, Mathew. Essays on Political Economy; or, The Most Certain Means of Promoting 
the Wealth, Power, Resources, and Happiness of Nations: Applied Particularly to the 
United States. Philadelphia: H. C. Carey & I. Lea, 1822.]

Blairs Lectures	 .40
[Blair, Hugh, and W. E. Dean. Dr. Blair’s Lectures on Rhetoric. Philadelphia: J. B. 
Lippincott, 1848.]

Volney’s Ruins	 .30
[Volney, C.-F. (Constantin-François). Volney’s Ruins, or, Meditation on the Revolution of 
Empires. Boston: [n.p.], 1832, or New York: Dixon and Sickels, 1828.]

Oglevies Essays	 .60
[Ogilvie, James. Philosophical Essays; To Which Are Subjoined, Copious Notes, Critical 
and Explanatory, and a Supplementary Narrative; with an Appendix. Philadelphia: J. 
Conrad, 1816.]

Physical Science	 .40
[Most likely Forbes, James David. A Review of the Progress of Mathematical and Physical 
Science in More Recent Times And Particularly between the Years 1775 and 1850; Being 
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One of the Dissertations to the Eighth Edition of the Encyclopeadia Britannica. Edinburgh: 
Adam and Black, 1858.]

Manners of Nations	 .40
[Jamieson, Frances Thurtle. Popular Voyages and Travels Throughout the Continent & 
Islands of Europe: In Which the Geography, Character, Customs, and Manners of Nations 
Are Described, and the Phenomena of Nature Most Worthy of Observation Are Illustrated 
on Scientific Principles. London: G. & W. B. Whittaker, 1820.] 

Morris Travels	 .80
[Morris, Drake. An Interesting Narrative of the Voyage, Shipwreck, and Extraordinary 
Adventures of Mr. Drake Morris, Merchant of London. London: Printed by John Abraham 
[and] for R. Dutton, 1797.]

Western Insurrection	 .30
[Brackenridge, H. M. History of the Western Insurrection in Western Pennsylvania 
Commonly Called the Whiskey Insurrection, 1794. Pittsburgh, Pa.: Printed by W. S. Haven, 
1859.]

Owen & Campbell	 1.00
[Owen, Robert, and Alexander Campbell. The Evidences of Christianity; A Debate between 
Robert Owen, and Alexander Campbell, Containing an Examination of the “Social 
System,” and All the Systems of Skepticism of Ancient and Modern Times. Cincinnati: E. 
Morgan & Co., 1852.]

U S Constitution 	 .50
[Many options; most likely is: Rawle, William. A View of the Constitution of the United 
States of America. Philadelphia: H. C. Carey & I. Lea, 1825.]

Trumbull’s Works	 .60
[Trumbull, John. The Poetical Works of John Trumbull, LL. D. Containing M’Fingal, a 
Modern Epic Poem, Revised and Corrected, with Copious Explanatory Notes: The Progress 
of Dulness, and a Collection of Poems on Various Subjects, Written Before and During the 
Revolutionary War. Hartford, Conn.: Printed for Samuel G. Goodrich, by Lincoln & Stone, 
1820.]

Seneca’s Morals	 .20
[Seneca, Lucius Annaeus. Seneca’s Morals by Way of Abstract: To Which Is Added, a 
Discourse, Under the Title of An After-Thought by Sir Roger L’Estrange, Knt. Translated 
by Roger L’Estrange. Philadelphia: Grigg & Elliot, 1834.]

Great Metropolis	 .40
[Grant, James. The Great Metropolis. New York: Saunders and Otley, 1837.]

Presidents Tour	 .40
[Smith, Seba. Letters Written During the President’s Tour, ‘down East. [Cincinnati]: [n.p.], 
1833.]
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Sam Slick	 .20
[Haliburton, Thomas Chandler. The Attaché, or, Sam Slick in England. New York: W. H. 
Colyer, 1844.]

Currans Speeches odd	 .20
[Curran, John Philpot, and Thomas Osborne Davis. The Speeches of the Right Honorable 
John Philpot Curran. Dublin: J. Duffy, 1862.]

Paines Works 2 vols.	 1.00
[Paine, Thomas. The Works of Thomas Paine, Secretary for Foreign Affairs, to the Congress 
of the United States, in the Late War. Philadelphia: Printed by James Carey, no. 83, North 
Second-Street, 1797.]

Labaumes Campaign	 .60
[Labaume, Eugène, and Evan Rees. Sketches of the Horrors of War, Chiefly Selected from 
Labaume’s Narrative of the Campaign in Russia in 1812; Translated from the French, with 
Some Observations. London: Printed by William Flint, sold by J. Hatchard, 1838.]

Wealth of Nations	 .80
[Smith, Adam, William Playfair, and Dugald Stewart. An Inquiry into the Nature and 
Causes of the Wealth of Nations. Hartford, Conn.: Cooke & Hale, 1818.]

Smollett’s Works odd	 .80
[Smollett, Tobias George, and Thomas Roscoe. The Miscellaneous Works of Tobias 
Smollett. New York: Derby & Jackson, 1857.]

1 Patriot	 .40
[Patriot. Frankfort, Ky.: W. Tanner, 1826. This was one of the many weeklies that sprang 
up during Kentucky’s New Court-Old Court constitutional crisis over debt relief.44]

American State Papers, 27 vols.	 27.00
[Lowrie, Walter, and M. St. Clair Clarke, eds. American State Papers: Documents, 
Legislative and Executive, of the Congress of the United States. Washington, D.C.: Gales 
and Seaton, 1832–61.]

Congressional Globe	 5.00
[The Congressional Globe. Washington: Blair & Rives, 1834–1873. This contains the con-
gressional debates of the 23rd through 42nd Congresses (1833–73).]

44.	 The Old Court-New Court crisis was an early nineteenth-century controversy in Kentucky in which 
the state legislature abolished the existing appellate court and replaced it with a new appellate court. 
In a populist reaction to a decision that struck down an act relieving debtors, in late 1824 the legisla-
ture abolished the soon to be called “old” court and, with the assistance of Governor Joseph Desha, 
created a sympathetic “new” court which promptly validated the relief act. For a while there were two 
sitting courts in Kentucky claiming to be the legitimate high court of the commonwealth. However, 
the 1826 elections swept the New Court forces out of power, and the legislature restored the Old Court 
and invalidated the decisions of the pretender court. The leading monograph on this colorful episode 
in Kentucky court history is Arndt M. Stickles, The Critical Court Struggle in Kentucky, 
1819–1829 (1929).
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Spirit of 76	 .50
[The Spirit of ’76. Frankfort, Ky.: J.H. Holeman, 1826. Another New Court-Old Court 
weekly.]

29 Congressional Debates, 29 vols.	 16.00
[This is surely the Register of Debates (Register of Debates in Congress Comprising the 
Leading Debates and Incidents Together with an Appendix, Containing the Most Important 
State Papers and Public Documents to Which the Session Has Given Birth: To Which 
Are Added the Laws Enacted During the Session, with a Copious Index to the Whole. 
Washington, D.C.: Gales & Seaton, 1824–37), the record of the congressional debates 
for the 18th Congress, 2nd Session through the 25th Congress, 1st Session, published in 
twenty-nine bound items.]

Trash	 10.00
[Puzzling entry, given its significant assessed value; most likely it is several volumes of 
William Cobbett’s Weekly Political Register (London: 1802–35), a publication covering 
English and occasionally American politics. It was derided as “Cobbett’s two-penny trash” 
by its critics. It fits nicely on Harlan’s bookshelves with the Congressional Globe and 
Register of Debates; Cobbett began publishing the Parliamentary Debates as a supplement 
to his Political Register; he later sold it to Thomas Curson Hansard in 1812, who renamed 
it Hansard’s Parliamentary Debates.]

Adams on Ejectment	 2.00
[Adams, John. A Treatise on the Principles and Practice of the Action of Ejectment, and the 
Resulting Action for Mesne Profits. New York: Gould, Banks & Co, 1846.]

Adams Equity	 2.50
[Adams, John. The Doctrine of Equity Being a Commentary on the Law As Administered 
by the Court of Chancery. Philadelphia: T. & J. W. Johnson, 1852.]

Addison on Contracts	 2.50
[Addison, C. G. A Treatise on the Law of Contracts and Rights and the Liabilities Ex 
Contractu. Philadelphia: Lea and Blanchard, 1847.]

American Leading Cases	 3.00
[Hare, J. I. Clark, and H. B. Wallace. American Leading Cases: Being Select Decisions of 
American Courts, in Several Departments of Law; with Special Reference to Mercantile 
Law. Philadelphia: T. & J. W. Johnson, 1857.]

[American] Railway [Cases]	 4.00
[Smith, Chauncey, and Samuel W. Bates. Cases Relating to the Law of Railways, Decided 
in the Supreme Court of the United States, and in the Courts of the Several States. Boston: 
Little, Brown, 1856.]

American Law Homicide	 2.00
[Wharton, Francis. A Treatise on the Law of Homicide in the United State To Which Is 
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Appended a Series of Leading Cases on Homicide, Now Out of Print, or Existing Only in 
Manuscript. Philadelphia: Kay & Bro, 1855.]

American Law Register	 4.00
[The American Law Register. Philadelphia: D. B. Canfield & Co., 1852.]

American Jurist	 3.50
[The American Jurist. Boston: Freeman & Bolles, 1829–43.]

Angell on Limitations	 2.00
[Angell, Joseph Kinnicut, and John Wilder May. A Treatise on the Limitations of Actions 
at Law and Suits in Equity and Admiralty With an Appendix Containing the American and 
English Statutes of Limitations. Boston: Little, Brown, 1854 or 1861.]

Angell & Ames on Corporations	 2.50
[Angell, Joseph Kinnicut, and Samuel Ames. Treatise on the Law of Private Corporations 
Aggregate. Boston: Little, Brown, 1854 or 1861.]

[Angell] on Insurance	 2.00
[Angell, Joseph Kinnicut. A Treatise on the Law of Fire and Life Insurance, With an 
Appendix, Containing Forms, Tables, &C. Boston: Little, Brown, 1855.]

Archbold Criminal	 6.00
[Archbold, John Frederick. A Complete Practical Treatise on Criminal Procedure, 
Pleading, and Evidence, in Indictable Cases: Comprising the “New System of Criminal 
Procedure, Pleading and Evidence.” New York: Banks, Gould, 1853.]

Bartons Equity	 .25
[Barton, Charles. Barton’s History of a Suit in Equity, From Its Commencement to Its Final 
Termination. Cincinnati: Derby, Bradley & Co., 1847.]

Bouviers Institutes	 4.00
[Bouvier, John. Institutes of American Law. Philadelphia: Childs & Peterson, 1858.]

Blackstones Commentaries	 10.00
[Many possibilities; perhaps the American edition: Tucker, St. George, and William 
Blackstone, Blackstone’s Commentaries: With Notes of Reference to the Constitution 
and Laws, of the Federal Government of the United States, and of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia: With an Appendix to Each Volume, Containing Short Tracts Upon Such Subjects 
As Appeared Necessary to Form a Connected View of the Laws of Virginia As a Member of 
the Federal Union. Philadelphia: William Young Birch and Abraham Small, 1803.]

Bacons Abridgement	 27.00
[Bacon, Matthew. A New Abridgement of the Law. Philadelphia: M’Carty and Davis, 1842.]

Bentham on Usury	 .25
[Bentham, Jeremy, and Adam Smith. Defence of Usury, Shewing the Impolicy of the Present 
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Legal Restraints on the Terms of Pecuniary Bargains, in Letters to a Friend To Which Is 
Added, a Letter to Adam Smith, Esq. LL.D., on the Discouragements Opposed by the Above 
Restraints to the Progress of Inventive Industry. London: Payne and Foss, 1818.]

Bishop on Marriage and Divorce	 2.50
[Bishop, Joel Prentiss. Commentaries on the Law of Marriage and Divorce, and Evidence 
in Matrimonial Suits. Boston: Little, Brown, 1852, 1856, or 1859.]

Brights Husband & Wife	 4.00
[Bright, John Edward. A Treatise on the Law of Husband and Wife, As Respects Property: 
Partly Founded Upon Roper’s Treatise, and Comprising Jacob’s Notes and Additions 
Thereto. London: W. Benning & Co., 1849.]

Burrill on Circumstantial Evidence	 2.00
[Burrill, Alexander M. A Treatise on the Nature, Principles and Rules of Circumstancial 
Evidence, Especially That of the Presumptive Kind, in Criminal Cases. New York: J. S. 
Voorhies, 1856.]

Clancy on Husband & Wife	 2.00
[Clancy, James. A Treatise on the Rights, Duties and Liabilities of Husband and Wife, at 
Law and in Equity. New York: Law Press, 1837.]

Chitty’s Pleadings	 4.50
[There are a myriad of English editions this could refer to, or this American edition: 
Chitty, Joseph, et al., A Treatise on Pleading, and Parties to Actions With Second and Third 
Volumes, Containing Precedents of Pleadings, and an Appendix of Forms Adapted to the 
Recent Pleading and Other Rules, with Practical Notes. Springfield, Mass.: G. and C. 
Merriam, 1847.]

Chitty on Contracts	 2.50
[Chitty, Joseph, et al. A Practical Treatise on the Law of Contracts Not Under Seal And 
Upon the Usual Defences to Actions Thereon. Springfield, Mass.: G. and C. Merriam, 
1855.]

[Chitty] on Bills	 2.00
[Chitty, Joseph, and Erastus Smith. A Practical Treatise on Bills of Exchange, Promissory 
Notes, and Bankers’ Checks: Containing Forms of Affidavits of Debt in Actions Thereon; 
and of Declarations and Pleas in Such Actions, Adapted to the New Rules of Pleading. 
Springfield, Mass.: G. and C. Merriam, 1834.]

Civil & Criminal Codes	 1.50
[Surely Harlan’s own Code of Practice in Civil and Criminal Cases for the State of Ken- 
tucky. Frankfort: A. G. Hodges, 1854. Given the plural, it may be multiple unsold copies.]

Colyer on Partnership	 .75
[Collyer, John, and J. C. Perkins. A Practical Treatise on the Law of Partnership, with an 
Appendix of Forms. Boston: Charles C. Little and James Brown, 1853.]
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Comyn on Contracts	 2.00
[Comyn, Samuel. The Law of Contracts and Promises, Upon Various Subjects and with 
Particular Persons As Settled in the Action of Assumpsit. New York: Gould, Banks & Co., 
1835.]

Cokes Institutes	 3.00
[There are numerous versions of Sir Edward Coke’s Institutes of the Laws of England, 
with varying titles, in the English and American editions. The three Philadelphia editions 
(Robert H. Small, 1853; A. Towar, 1836; and the 1812 edition by the cumbersomely named 
imprint of Johnson and Warner and Samuel R. Fisher, Jr.) are all possibilities, but the mar-
ket was also awash in English editions.]

Conklins Practice	 2.00
[Conkling, Alfred. The Jurisdiction, Law and Practice of the Courts of the United States in 
Admiralty and Maritime Causes, Including Those of Quasi Admiralty Jurisdiction Arising 
Under the Act of February 26, 1845. With an Appendix Containing the New Rules of 
Admiralty Practice Prescribed by the Supreme Court of the United States, with Numerous 
Practical Forms. Albany, N.Y.: W. C. Little & Co., 1848.]

Coopers Justinian	 .50
[Cooper, Thomas. The Institutes of Justinian. New York: J. S. Voorhies, 1852.]

Crabbs History English Law	 .50
[Crabb, George. A History of English Law; Or an Attempt to Trace the Rise, Progress, and 
Successive Changes, of the Common Law; from the Earliest Period to the Present Time. 
London: Baldwin and Cradock, 1829.]

Cruses Real Property	 6.00
[Cruise, William, Simon Greenleaf, and Henry Hopley White. A Digest of the Law of Real 
Property. Boston: C. C. Little & J. Brown, 1849.]

Curtis on Patents	 2.00
[Curtis, Ticknor George, and Thomas Webster. A Treatise on the Law of Patents for Useful 
Inventions in the United States of America. Boston: Little, Brown, 1854.]

Daniels Chancery Practice	 2.25
[Daniell, Edmund Robert. A Treatise on the Practice of the High Court of Chancery 
With Some Practical Observations on the Pleadings in That Court. Harrisburg, Pa.: I. G. 
M’Kinley & J. M. G. Lescure, 1845.]

Duponceaus Jurisdiction 	 .20
[Du Ponceau, P.S., and Thomas Sergeant. A Dissertation on the Nature and Extent of the 
Jurisdiction of the Courts of the United States. Philadelphia: Abraham Small, 1824.]

Dunlaps Paleys Agency	 1.50
[Paley, William, J. H. Lloyd, John A. Dunlap, and Thomas W. Waterman. A Treatise on the 
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Law of Principal and Agent, Chiefly with Reference to Mercantile Transactions. New York: 
Banks, Gould & Co., 1856.]

Eden on Injunction	 1.50
[Henley, Robert Henley Eden [2nd. Baron], and Thomas W. Waterman. A Compendium 
of the Law and Practice of Injunctions, And of Interlocutory Orders in the Nature of 
Injunctions. New York: Banks, Gould & Co., 1852.]

Edwards Parties in Chy.	 .50
[Edwards, Charles. A Practical Treatise on Parties to Bills and Other Pleadings in 
Chancery; With Precedents. New York: Gould, Banks & Co, 1832.]

[Edwards] Bills & Notes	 2.50
[Edwards, Isaac. A Treatise on Bills of Exchange and Promissory Notes. Albany, N.Y.: 
Gould, Banks, 1857.]

Easts Crown Law	 1.00
[East, Edward Hyde. A Treatise of the Pleas of the Crown. Philadelphia: Printed for P. 
Byrne, 1806.]

Espinnasi’s Nisi Prius	 2.00
[Espinasse, Isaac. A Digest of the Law of Actions and Trials at Nisi Prius. The 2nd 
American, from the 3rd London. Walpole, N.H.: Thomas & Thomas, 1801.]

Fearne on Remainders	 3.00
[Fearne, Charles, Charles Butler, and Josiah William Smith. An Essay on the Learning of 
Contingent Remainders and Executory Devices. London: Saunders & Benning, 1844.]

Fosters Crown Law	 .50
[Foster, Michael, and Michael Dodson. A Report of Some Proceedings on the Commission 
for the Trial of the Rebels in the Year 1746, in the County of Surry And of Other Crown 
Cases: To Which Are Added Discourses Upon a Few Branches of the Crown Law. London: 
W. Clarke and Sons, 1809.]

Fonblanques Equity	 1.50
[Fonblanque, John, Antony Laussat, and Henry Ballow. A Treatise of Equity With the 
Addition of Marginal References and Notes. Brookfield, Mass.: E. and L. Merrriam, 
1835.]

Gresley Equity Evidence	 .50
[Gresley, Richard Newcombe, and Christopher Alderson Calvert. A Treatise on the Law of 
Evidence in the Courts of Equity. Philadelphia: T. & J. W. Johnson, 1848.]

Greenleafs Evidence	 6.00
[Greenleaf, Simon. A Treatise on the Law of Evidence. Boston: C. C. Little and J. Brown, 
1842–53.]
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[Greenleafs] Overruled Cases	 .50
[Greenleaf, Simon. A Collection of Cases Overruled, Denied, Doubted, or Limited in Their 
Application, Taken from American and English Reports. Portland, Me.: Printed by Arthur 
Shirley, 1821. Other editions include an 1838 W. & A. Gould & Co. imprint and an 1840 
Halsted and Voorhies printing.]

Halsteads Law of Evidence 	 .50
[Halsted, Jacob R. Halsted’s Digest of the Law of Evidence, Embracing the Rules 
Established by Writers of Acknowledged Authority, and Affirmed by the Decisions of the 
Federal Courts, and the Courts of All the States, Down to the Present Time, with Copious 
References to English Adjudications. New York: Voorhies, 1859.]

Hales Hist of Com Law	 1.50
[Hale, Matthew, and Charles Runnington. The History of the Common Law of England; 
and, An Analysis of the Civil Part of the Law. London: Henry Butterworth, 1820.] 

Hill on Trustees	 2.00
[Hill, James. A Practical Treatise on the Law Relating to Trustees: Their Powers, Duties, 
Privileges, and Liabilities. London: V. and R. Stevens and G. S. Norton, 1845.]

Hilliard on Marine Insurance	 1.00
[Hildyard, Francis. A Treatise on the Principles of the Law of Marine Insurance In Two 
Parts. Harrisburg, Pa.: I. G. M’Kinley & J. M. G. Lescure, 1847.]

Hindmarche on Patents	 1.00
[Hindmarch, W. M. A Treatise on the Law Relative to Patent Privileges for the Sole Use of 
Inventions and the Practice of Obtaining Letters Patents for Inventions With an Appendix 
of Forms and Entries and with a Second Appendix of the Acts of Congress, and Decisions 
of the Courts of the United States, and Forms for Obtaining Letters Patent. Harrisburg, Pa.: 
I. G. M’Kinley and J. M. G. Lescure, 1847.]

Hilliard on Mortgages	 4.50
[Hilliard, Francis. The Law of Mortgages of Real and Personal Property Being a General 
View of the English and American Law Upon That Subject. Boston: Little, Brown, 1856.]

Hilliard on Torts	 4.50
[Hilliard, Francis. The Law of Torts or Private Wrongs. Boston: Little, Brown, 1861.]

[Hilliard on] Vendors	 2.00
[Hilliard, Francis. The Law of Vendors and Purchasers of Real Property. Boston: Little, 
Brown, 1858.]

Holt on Libel	 .50
[Holt, Francis Ludlow, and Anthony Bleecker. The Law of Libel In Which Is Contained 
a General History of This Law in the Ancient Codes, and . . . in the Law of England: 
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Comprehending a Digest of All the Leading Cases Upon Libels, from the Earliest to the 
Present Time. New York: Stephen Gould, 1818.]

Jacob’s Law Dictionary	 3.00
[Jacob, Giles, and Thomas Edlyne Tomlins. The Law-Dictionary: Explaining the Rise, 
Progress, and Present State, of the English Law; Defining and Interpreting the Terms or 
Words of Art; and Comprising Copious Information on the Subjects of Law, Trade, and 
Government. New York: I. Riley, 1811.]

Jarman on Wills	 4.50
[Jarman, Thomas, and J. C. Perkins. A Treatise on Wills By Thomas Jarman. Boston: C. C. 
Little and J. Brown, 1845.]

Kents Com	 6.00
[Kent, James. Commentaries on American Law. Boston: Little, Brown, 1860.]

Kidd on Awards	 .25
[Kyd, Stewart. A Treatise on the Law of Awards. Philadelphia: W.P. Farrand, 1808.]

Law Reporter	 8.00
[Best guess: Chandler, Peleg W. The Law Reporter. Boston: Weeks, Jordan & Co., 1839–
1848.]

Law of Slavery	 .25
[Best guess: Wheeler, Jacob D. A Practical Treatise on the Law of Slavery Being a 
Compilation of All the Decisions Made on That Subject, in the Several Courts of the United 
States, and State Courts; with Copious Notes and References to the Statutes and Other 
Authorities, Systematically Arranged. New York: A. Pollock, 1837.]

Leading Cases in Equity	 4.50
[White, Frederick Thomas, et al. A Selection of Leading Cases in Equity, with Notes. 
By Frederick Thomas White, and Owen Davies Tudor . . . with Annotations, Containing 
References to American Cases, by J.I. Clark Hare and H.B. Wallace. With Additional Notes 
and References to American Decisions, by J.I. Clark Hare. Philadelphia: T. & J. W. Johnson 
& Co., 1859.]

Lillys Entries	 .50
[Lilly, John. A Collection of Modern Entries, or, Select Pleadings in the Courts of King’s 
Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer . . . : To Which Is Added a Collection of Writs in 
Most Cases Now in Practice: With Two Tables, One of the Names of the Cases, and the 
Other of the Pleadings and Writs. Dublin: Printed for Burnett, 1792.]

Livingston’s Law Magazine	 .50
[Livingston, John. Livingston’s Monthly Law Magazine. New York: Office of the Monthly 
Law Magazine, 1853–56.]
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Livingston’s Law Register	 .20
[Livingston, John. Law Register; Comprising the Lawyers in the United States: the State 
Record; Containing the State and County Officers, the Organization, Jurisdiction, and 
Terms of the Courts of Every State and Territory: the Official Directory for the United 
States; Containing the Officers of the Federal Government . . . the Officers and Terms of the 
Federal Courts: the Collector’s Assistant: Giving the Laws for Collecting Debts, Executing 
Deeds, Verifying Claims, and Taking Testimony, with Forms for Every State . . . the Whole 
Constituting an Official and Business Union Directory. New York: The Merchants’ Union 
Law Co., 1800s.]

[Livingston’s] U.S. [Law Register]	 .25
See above entry.

Maddox Chancery	 1.50
[Maddock, Henry. A Treatise on the Principles and Practice of the High Court of Chancery. 
Philadelphia: Key, Mielke & Biddle, 1832.]

Matthews Pres Evi	 .50
[Mathews, John H., and Benjamin Rand, A Treatise on the Doctrine of Presumption and 
Presumptive Evidence As Affecting the Title to Real and Personal Property. New York: 
Gould, Banks, 1830.]

Maxims of Equity	 .25
[Hening, William Waller, et al. Maxims in Law and Equity: Comprising Noy’s Maxims, 
Francis’s Maxims, and Branch’s Principia Legis Et Æquitatis, with a Translation of 
the Latin Maxims and References to Modern Authorities Both British and American. 
Richmond, Va.: Printed by T. W. White, 1824.]

Mitfords Pleadings	 .25
[Redesdale, John Mitford, George Jeremy, and Charles Edwards, A Treatise on the 
Pleadings in Suits in the Court of Chancery by English Bill. New York: J. S. Voorhies, 
1844.]

Noyes Maxims	 .20
[Noy, William, and William Waller Hening. The Principal Grounds and Maxims, With an 
Analysis of the Laws of England. Burlington, Vt.: Chauncey Goodrich, 1845.]

NY Code	 1.00
[The Code of Civil Procedure of the State of New York. Albany, N.Y.: Weed, Parsons & 
Co., 1850.]

Onslows Nisi Prius	 .25
[Buller, Francis, and Arthur Onslow. An Institute of the Law: Relative to Trials at Nisi 
Prius. London: Printed for T. Whieldon and James Parker, 1789.]
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Parsons Contracts	 5.00
[Parsons, Theophilus. The Law of Contracts. Boston: Little, Brown, 1860.]

Phillips on Evidence	 6.00
[Phillipps, S. M., et al. A Treatise on the Law of Evidence. New York: Banks & Bros., 
1859.]

Preston on Estates	 .75
[Preston, Richard. An Elementary Treatise on Estates . . . with Preliminary Observations 
on the Quality of Estates. New York: O. Halsted, 1828.]

Rawle on Covenant of Title	 2.00
[Rawle, William Henry. A Practical Treatise on the Law of Covenants for Title. Boston: 
Little, Brown, 1860.]

Reeves Law of Descents	 .75
[Reeve, Tapping. A Treatise on the Law of Descents in the Several United States of America. 
New York: Collins & Hannay, 1825.]

Roberts on Frauds	 .75
[Roberts, William. A Treatise on the Statute of Frauds: As It Regards Declarations in Trust, 
Contracts, Surrenders, Conveyances, and the Execution and Proof of Wills and Codicils: To 
Which Is Prefixed a Systematic Dissertation Upon the Admissibility of Parol and Extrinsic 
Evidence, to Explain and Controul Written Instruments. Hartford, Conn.: O. D. Cooke, 
1823.] 

[Roberts] on Statute Frauds	 .75
[Another edition of the above, perhaps Philadelphia: U. Hunt, 1833?] 

Sanders Pleading of Evidence	 2.00
[Saunders, John Simcoe, and Member of the Philadelphia Bar. The Law of Pleading and 
Evidence in Civil Actions Arranged Alphabetically, with Practical Forms, and the Pleadings 
and Evidence to Support Them. Philadelphia: R. H. Small, 1837.]

Sedgwick on Damages	 2.50
[Sedgwick, Theodore. A Treatise on the Measure of Damages, or, An Inquiry into the 
Principles Which Govern the Amount of Pecuniary Compensation Awarded by Courts of 
Justice. New York: J. S. Voorhies, 1858.]

Sheridans Practice	 .50
[Sheridan, John. The Present Practice of the Court of King’s Bench; Containing Ample 
and Complete Instructions for Commencing and Defending the Various Kinds of Suits 
and Actions, Entering Up Judgement, Suing Out Execution, Proceeding in Error from the 
King’s Bench, Common Pleas, Exchequer Chamber, and Parliament, &C., and Calculated 
Not Only to Guide the Attorney, in the Course of His Practice, in Cases Already Settled; 
but Also, by Pointing Out the Rise and Ground of the Various Proceedings, and the 
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Several Cases in Each Already Adjudged, to Enable Him by Analogy to Conduct Any 
New Matters That May Occur. Containing Rules of Court Down to Michaelmas Term, 
1784, and Enriched with a Number of Very Curious and Special Precedents of the Various 
Writs, Pleadings, Entries, &C. in Use in the Court of King’s Bench; and Particularly of 
Declarations, a Great Number of Which Are Very Special, and Settled by the Most Eminent 
Pleaders. To Which Is Added a Complete Index. London: W. Flexney, 1785.]

Smiths Mercantile Law	 1.50
[Smith, John William, James Philemon Holcombe, and William Y. Gholson. A Compendium 
of Mercantile Law. New York: D. Appleton, 1857.]

Spences Equity Juris	 3.00
[Spence, George, and Henry Maddock. The Equitable Jurisdiction of the Court of Chancery 
Comprising Its Rise, Progress, and Final Establishment: To Which Is Prefixed, with a View 
to the Elucidation of the Main Subject, a Concise Account of the Leading Doctrines of the 
Common Law and of the Course of Procedure in the Courts of Common Law in Regard to 
Civil Rights: With an Attempt to Trace Them to Their Sources: And in Which the Various 
Alterations Made by the Legislature Down to the Present Day Are Noticed. Philadelphia: 
Lea and Blanchard, 1846.]

Storys [Equity Juris]	  4.00
[Story, Joseph. Commentaries on Equity Jurisprudence As Administered in England and 
America. Boston: Little, Brown, 1857.]

Story on Contracts	  3.00
[Story, William Wetmore. A Treatise on the Law of Contracts. Boston: Little, Brown, 
1856.]

[Story on] Partnerships	  2.00
[Story, Joseph. Commentaries on the Law of Partnership As a Branch of Commercial and 
Maritime Jurisprudence: With Occasional Illustrations from the Civil and Foreign Law. 
Boston: C. C. Little and J. Brown, 1850.]

[Story on] Bailments	  2.00
[Story, Joseph. Commentaries on the Law of Bailments with Illustrations from the Civil and 
the Foreign Law. Boston: Little, Brown, 1856.]

[Story] on Conflict of Laws	  2.00
[Story, Joseph. Commentaries on the Conflict of Laws, Foreign and Domestic In Regard to 
Contracts, Rights, and Remedies, and Especially in Regard to Marriages, Divorces, Wills, 
Successions, and Judgments. Boston: Little, Brown, 1846.]

[Story on] Equ Plead	  2.00
[Story, Joseph. Commentaries on Equity Pleadings, and the Incidents Thereof According 
to the Practice of the Courts of Equity of England and America. Boston: Little, Brown, 
1857.]



6652008-33] Nursery of a Supreme Court Justice

[Story on] Promissory Notes	  2.00
[Story, Joseph. Commentaries on the Law of Promissory Notes, and Guaranties of Notes, 
and Checks on Banks and Bankers with Occasional Illustrations from the Commercial Law 
of the Nations of Continental Europe. Boston: Little, Brown, 1859.]

[Story on] Bills Exchange	  2.00
[Story, Joseph. Commentaries on the Law of Bills of Exchange, Foreign and Inland, As 
Administered in England and America with Occasional Illustrations from the Commercial 
Law of the Nations of Continental Europe. Boston: Little, Brown, 1853.]

Sugden on Powers	  2.00
[Sugden, Edward Burtenshaw. A Practical Treatise of Powers. Philadelphia: T. & J. W. 
Johnson, 1856.]

[Sugden on] Vendors	  2.00
[Sugden, Edward Burtenshaw, and J. C. Perkins. A Practical Treatise of the Law of Vendors 
and Purchasers of Estates. Springfield, Mass.: G. & C. Merriam, 1851.]

Western Law Journal	  2.00
[The Western Law Journal. Cincinnati: Desilver and Burr, 1843–53.] 

Whartons Crim Law	  2.00
[Wharton, Francis. A Treatise on the Criminal Law of the United States Comprising a 
General View of the Criminal Jurisprudence of the Common and Civil Law and a Digest 
of the Penal Statutes of the General Government, and of Massachusetts, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Ohio: With the Decisions on Cases Arising Upon Those 
Statutes. Philadelphia: Kay and Bro., 1861.]

Williams Executors (1 lost)	  1.00
[Williams, Edward Vaughan, and Asa I. Fish. A Treatise on the Law of Executors and 
Administrators. Philadelphia: H. P. & R. H. Small, 1859.]

Mitfords Equ Plead	  .50
[Willis, John Walpole, and John Mitford Redesdale. Pleadings in equity illustrative of Lord 
Redesdale’s Treatise on the pleadings in suits, in the Court of Chancery, by English bill. 
Philadelphia: J. S. Littell, 1842.]

Law Library, 71 vols.	  71.00

[This is undoubtedly all or the major part of the Law Library collection of English 
legal treatises started by law publisher John S. Littell in 1833 and published by the 
Philadelphia firm of T. & J. W. Johnson from 1843 until the end of the 1850s. The 
collection serially reprinted dozens of important treatises, often as many as four 
titles per volume. There were three series: the first series was forty volumes, and 
reprinted sixty-nine titles ranging from Sugden on Sales to Shelford on Mortmain. 
After the Johnsons took the series over from Littell, they started a second series 
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which was nearly identical to the first, with some minor shuffling of titles in vol-
umes one and three. The third series included at least thirty-five volumes through 
1845; an 1859 business directory claims eighty-nine volumes for the series.45 The 
series was marketed by subscription, “issued monthly as heretofore, at Ten Dollars 
a year.” Subscribers were promised that they would “possess the value of receiv-
ing from London, all new Law Works immediately on publication” and that “care 
would be exercised in the selection of works of value and general interest.”46]

24th of 25 Alabama Reports	 1.50
[Alabama Reports. Montgomery, Ala.: J. H. & T. F. Martin, 1854.]

55 Ky [Reports]	 125.00
[Presumably fifty-five volumes of Decisions of the Court of Appeals of the State of 
Kentucky. Likely collected nominative reports by a variety of publishers.] 

6 Mass [Reports]	 9.00
[Decisions of the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts. Boston: H. O. Houghton and 
Co., 1804.] 

1 Miss. Smedes & Marshalls Repts	 1.00
[Smedes, William C., and Thomas Alexander Marshall. Cases Argued and Decided in the 
Supreme Court of Mississippi. Columbia, Mo.: E. W. Stephens Pub. Co., 1818.] 

11 [Miss. Smedes & Marshalls Repts]	 11.00
[Smedes, William C., and Thomas Alexander Marshall. Reports of Cases Argued and 
Determined in the High Court of Errors and Appeals for the State of Mississippi. Boston: 
Charles C. Little and James Brown, 1844–51.] 

NY Term [Reports]	 2.00
[Caines, George. New York Term Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the Supreme 
Court of That State [1803–05.] New York: Isaac Riley & Co., 1804.]

Caines Cases	 1.00
[Caines, George. Cases Argued and Determined in the Court for the Trial of Impeachments 
and Correction of Errors, in the State of New York. New York: I. Riley, 1810.]

Johnson Corr Law Reports 20 Vols	 30.00
[Johnson, William. Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court of 
Judicature and in the Court for the Trial of Impeachments and Correction of Errors in the 
State of New-York. New York: Banks & Brothers, 1859.]

	45.	 Critical Notices: The Law Library, published by T & J. W. Johnson, Law Booksellers, Philadelphia,  
5 Am. L. Mag. 246 (1845); Edwin T. Freedley. Philadelphia and Its Manufactures 160 (1859). 
The titles of treatises printed in the Law Library through 1843 are listed in an appendix to John 
Bouvier,  A Law Dictionary (2d ed. 1843). 

	46.	 Law Library, supra note 21, at i.
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Johnson Chy Reports 7 Vols	 15.75
[Johnson, William. Reports of Cases Adjudged in the Court of Chancery of New York. 
Albany, N.Y.: E. W. Backus, 1816.]

Select Cases	 .10
[Yates, John V. N., and James Melvin. Select Cases Adjudged in the Courts of the State 
of New-York Containing the Case of John V. N. Yates, and the Case of the Journeymen 
Cordwainers of the City of New York. New York: Isaac Riley, 1811.]

Denios Cases	 7.50
[Denio, Hiram. Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court: And in the 
Court for the Correction of Errors of the State of New York. Albany, N.Y.: Gould, Banks 
& Gould, 1845.]

Hills Reports	 2.00
[Hill, Nicholas. Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court of the State 
of New York [1841–44.] Albany, N.Y.: W. & A. Gould & Co., 1842.]

Comstocks [Reports]	 3.00
[Comstock, George F. Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the Court of Appeals of 
the State of New-York [1847–51.] Albany, N.Y.: Gould, Banks & Gould, 1849.]

Burtons Chy Reports	 3.75
[Burton, Philip. Cases with Opinions of Eminent Counsel, in Matters of Law, Equity, and 
Conveyancing [England, 1700–75]: Alphabetically Arranged and Digested Under Distinct 
Heads. London: E. and R. Brooke, 1791.]

Ohio [Reports]	 35.00
[Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court of Ohio. Cincinnati: 
Robert Clark, 1840.]

9 Ohio State [Reports]	 20.00
[Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court of Ohio. Columbus, Ohio: 
Osgood and Blake, 1853.]

Penn (Yeates) [Reports]	 8.00
[Yeates, Jasper. Reports of Cases Adjudged in the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania With 
Some Select Cases at Nisi Prius and in the Circuit Courts. Philadelphia: John Bioren, 
1817.]

[Penn] Binneys [Reports]	 10.00
[Binney, Horace. Reports of Cases Adjudged in the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. 
Philadelphia: William P. Farrand and Co., 1809.]

S Carolina [Reports]	 3.00
[Bay, Elihu Hall. Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the Superior Courts of Law 
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in the State of South-Carolina, Since the Revolution [1783–1804]. New York: I. Riley, 
1809.]

Virginia Wash [Reports]	 1.00
[Washington, Bushrod. Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the Court of Appeals 
of Virginia [1790–96]. Philadelphia: A. Small, 1823.]

[Virginia] Calls [Reports]	 1.50
[Call, Daniel. Reports of Cases Argued and Adjudged in the Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
Richmond, Va.: Thomas Nicolson, 1801.]

[Virginia] Henn & Mun [Reports]	 1.20
[Hening, William Waller, and William Munford. Reports of Cases Argued and Determined 
in the Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia: With Select Cases Relating Chiefly to Points 
of Practice, Decided by the Superior Court of Chancery for the Richmond District . . . 
[1806–10]. Philadelphia: Smith & Maxwell, 1808.]

Virginia Munfords [Reports]	 3.00
[Munford, William. Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court of 
Appeals of Virginia. New York: I. Riley, 1812.]

Comyns Digest	 12.00
[Comyns, John, Anthony Hammond, and Thomas Day. A Digest of the Laws of England. 
New York: Collins & Hannay, 1824.]

English Law of Equity	 1.00
[Best guess: Bennett, Edmund Hatch, and Chauncey Smith. English Reports in Law and 
Equity Containing Reports of Cases in the House of Lords, Privy Council, Courts of Equity 
and Common Law; and in the Admiralty and Ecclesiastical Courts; Including Also Cases 
in Bankruptcy and Crown Cases Reserved. Boston: C. C. Little and J. Brown, 1850.]

Gillmans Ill & Ind Dig	 .25
[Gilman, Charles. Digest of the Decisions of the Supreme Courts of the States of Indiana 
and Illinois, and the Circuit Court of the United States, for the Seventh Circuit. Columbus, 
Ohio: H. W. Derby, 1844.]

Harrisons English [Dig]	 4.00
[Harrison, S. B., and Tarrant Harrison. Harrison’s Analytical Digest of All the Reported 
Cases Determined in the House of Lords, the Several Courts of Common Law, in Banc and 
at Nisi Prius, and the Court of Bankruptcy: From Michaelmas Term, 1756, to Easter Term, 
1843: Including Also the Crown Cases Reserved, and a Full Selection of Equity Decisions; 
with the Manuscript Cases Cited in the Best Modern Treatises Not Elsewhere Reported; 
to Which Is Added a Supplement Continuing the Work to the Year 1846–49. Philadelphia: 
R. H. Small, 1846.]
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Nash Ohio [Dig]	 2.00
[Nash, Simeon. A Digest of the Decisions of the Supreme Court of Ohio Contained in the 
First Twenty Volumes of the Ohio Reports. Cincinnati: H.W. Derby, 1853.]

Pritchards Admiralty [Dig]	 .50
[Pritchard, William Tarn. An Analytical Digest of All the Reported Cases Determined by the 
High Court of Admiralty of England, The Lords Commissioners of Appeal in Prize Causes, 
and (on Questions of Maritime and International Law) by the Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Council; Also of the Analogous Cases in the Common Law, Equity and Ecclesiastical 
Courts, and of the Statutes Applicable to the Cases Reported. Harrisburg, Pa.: I. G. 
M’Kinley & J. M. G. Lescure, 1848.]

Peters Supreme Court [Dig]	 3.00
[Peters, Richard. A Full and Arranged Digest of the Decisions in Common Law, Equity, and 
Admiralty, of the Courts of the United States: From the Oganization of the Government in 
1789 to 1847, in the Supreme, Circuit, District and Admiralty Courts; Reported in Dallas, 
Cranch, Wheaton, Peters, and Howard’s Supreme Court Reports; in Gallison, Mason, 
Paine, Peters, Washington, Wallace, Sumner, Story, Baldwin, Brockenbrough, and M’Lean’s 
Circuit Court Reports; and in Bees, Ware, Peters, and Gilpin’s District and Admiralty 
Reports. Philadelphia: Carey and Hart, 1848.]

U States [Court] Reports	 50.00
[Reports of Cases Argued and Adjudged in the Supreme Court of the United States. 
Washington City [D.C.]: Published for John Conrad and Co., 1803.]

Whartons Penn Dig	 1.00
[Wharton, Thomas Issac, and Francis Wharton. A Digest of the Reported Cases Adjudged 
in the Several Courts Held in Pennsylvania: Together with Some Manuscript Cases. 
Philadelphia: T. & J. W. Johnson, 1853.]

Index to Com Law Reports	 4.00
[Coventry, Thomas, and Samuel Hughes. An Analytical Digested Index to the Common Law 
Reports From the Time of Henry III to the Commencement of the Reign of George III with 
Tables of the Titles and Names of Cases. Philadelphia: R. H. Small, 1832.] 

Brockenbroughs Reports	 3.00
[Brockenbrough, John W., John Marshall, and Joseph Hopkinson. Reports of Cases 
Decided by the Honourable John Marshall, Late Chief Justice of the United States: In the 
Circuit Court of the United States for the District of Virginia and North Carolina: From 
1802 to 1833 Inclusive. Philadelphia, Pa.: James Kay & Brother, 1837.]

Burrs Trial	 1.50
[Burr, Aaron, et al. Reports of the Trials of Colonel Aaron Burr (Late Vice President 
of the United States) for Treason, and for a Misdemeanor, in Preparing the Means of 
a Military Expedition against Mexico, a Territory of the King of Spain, with Whom the 
United States Were at Peace. In the Circuit Court of the United States, Held at the City of 
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Richmond, in the District of Virginia, in the Summer Term of the Year 1807. To Which Is 
Added, an Appendix, Containing the Arguments and Evidence in Support and Defence of 
the Motion Afterwards Made by the Counsel for the United States, to Commit A. Burr, H. 
Blannerhassett [sic] and I. Smith to Be Sent for Trial to the State of Kentucky, for Treason 
or Misdemeanor, Alleged to Be Committed There. Philadelphia: Published by Hopkins and 
Earle, Fry and Kammerer, printers, 1808.]

Chases [Trial]	 2.00
[Chase, Samuel, Samuel Harrison Smith, and T. Lloyd. Trial of Samuel Chase, an 
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, Impeached by the House of 
Representatives, for High Crimes and Misdemeanors, Before the Senate of the United 
States. Washington City [D.C.]: Printed for Samuel H. Smith, 1805.]

Dallas Reports	 4.00
[Dallas, Alexander James. Reports of Cases Ruled and Adjudged in the Courts of 
Pennsylvania, Before and Since the Revolution. Philadelphia: Printed for P. Byrne, 1806.]

Howards [Reports]	 48.00
[Howard, Benjamin C. Reports of Cases Argued and Adjudged in the Supreme Court of 
the United States. January Term, 1843–December Term, 1860. Philadelphia: T. & J. W. 
Johnson, 1843.]

M Leans [Reports]	 12.00
[McLean, John, Reports of Cases Argued and Decided in the Circuit Court of the United 
States for the Seventh Circuit. Cincinnati: H. W. Darby & Co., 1840.]

Peaks Trial	 .50
[Peake, Rebecca. Trial of Mrs. Rebecca Peake: Indicted for the Murder of Ephraim Peake, 
Tried at Orange County Court, Dec. Term, 1835. Embracing the Evidence, Arguments of 
Counsel, Charge, and Sentence. Montpelier, Vt.: E. P. Walton & Son, 1836.] 

Peters Condensed Reports	 10.50
[Peters, Richard. Reports of Cases Argued and Adjudged in the Supreme Court of the 
United States. January Term, 1828–January Term, 1843. Philadelphia: P. H. Nicklin, 
1828.]

Littells Laws Ky	 .25
[Littell, William. The Statute Law of Kentucky With Notes, Praelections, and Observations 
on the Public Acts: Comprehending Also, the Laws of Virginia and Acts of Parliament in 
Force in This Commonwealth; the Charter of Virginia, the Federal and State Constitutions, 
and so Much of the King of England’s Proclamation in 1763 As Relates to the Titles to 
Land in Kentucky. Together with a Table of Reference to the Cases Adjudicated in the Court 
of Appeals. Frankfort, Ky.: Printed by and for William Hunter, 1809.]

[Littells] & Swigerts Dig	 .50
[Littell, William, and Jacob Swigert. A Digest of the Statute Law of Kentucky: Being a 
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Collection of All the Acts of the General Assembly, of a Public and Permanent Nature, 
from the Commencement of the Government to May Session, 1822, Also, the English and 
Virginia Statutes, yet in Force; Together with Several Acts of Congress. Frankfort, Ky.: 
Printed by Kendall and Russell, Printers for the State, 1822.]

Morehead & Browns Statutes	 1.00
[Morehead, Charles Slaughter, and Mason Brown. A Digest of the Statute Laws of 
Kentucky, of a Public and Permanent Nature: From the Commencement of the Government 
to the Session of the Legislature, Ending on the 24th February, 1834: With References to 
Judicial Decisions. Frankfort, Ky.: A.G. Hodges, 1834.]

Loughborough [Statutes]	 .50
[Loughborough, Preston S. A Digest of the Statute Laws of Kentucky, of a Public and 
Permanent Nature, Passed Since 1834, with References to Judicial Decisions: Together 
with an Appendix Containing Certain Laws of the United States, a List of Claims Payable 
at the Treasury of the State, with Instructions and Forms for the Authentication Thereof, 
and for the Accounts and Reports of the Jury Fund; and Forms of Certain Proceedings in 
County Courts and Before Justices of the Peace. Frankfort, Ky.: A. G. Hodges, 1842.]

1 Revised Statute (Original)	 1.00
[The Revised Statutes of Kentucky: Approved and Adopted by the General Assembly, 1851 
and 1852: In Force from July 1, 1852. Frankfort, Ky.: A. G. Hodges, 1852.]

[Revised Statute] (Stanton)	 2.00
[Stanton, Richard H. The Revised Statutes of Kentucky, Approved and Adopted by the 
General Assembly, 1851 and 1852, and in Force from July 1, 1852. Cincinnati: R. Clarke 
& Co., 1860.]

Va Revised Code	 .50
[The Revised Code of the Laws of Virginia: Being a Collection of All Such Acts of the 
General Assembly, of a Public and Permanent Nature As Are Now in Force; with a General 
Index: To Which Are Prefixed, the Constitution of the United States; the Declaration of 
Rights; and the Constitution of Virginia. Richmond, Va.: Printed by Thomas Ritchie, printer 
to the commonwealth, 1819.]

[Va Revised Code]	 .75
[Supplement to The Revised Code of Virginia: Being a Collection of All the Acts of the 
General Assembly, of a Public and Permanent Nature, Passed Since the Year 1819 . . . To 
Which Are Prefixed, the Acts Organizing a Convention, the Declaration of Rights, and the 
Amended Constitution of Virginia. Richmond, Va.: Printed by Samuel Shepherd, 1833.]

1 Brightly’s Dig	 3.00
[Brightly, Frederick C. An Analytical Digest of the Laws of the United States From the 
Adoption of the Constitution to the End of the Thirty-Fourth Congress. 1789–1857. 
Philadelphia: Kay & Brother, 1858.]
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Laws US.	 .75
[Either The Laws of the United States of America. Washington City [D.C.]: Printed by 
Samuel Harrison Smith, 1800; or Herty, Thomas. A Digest of the Laws of the United States 
of America Being a Complete System, (Alphabetically Arranged) of All the Public Acts of 
Congress Now in Force—from the Commencement of the Federal Government, to the End 
of the Third Session of the Fifth Congress, Which Terminated in March 1799, Inclusive. 
Baltimore, Md.: W. Pechin, 1800.]

Ingersolls Dig	  [no price]
[Ingersoll, Edward. A Digest of the Laws of the United States of America, from March 4th, 
1789, to May 15th, 1820. Including Also the Constitution, and the Old Act of Confederation, 
and Excluding All Acts Relating to the District of Columbia, Acts Establishing or 
Discontinuing Post Roads, and Private Acts. Philadelphia: J. Maxwell, 1821.]

Burrows Repts	 3.00
[Burrow, James, and J. P. Hall. Reports of Cases Argued and Adjudged in the Court 
of King’s Bench: During the Time of Lord Mansfield’s Presiding in That Court, from 
Michaelmas Term 30 Geo. II. 1756, to Easter Term 12 Geo. III. 1772. New York: O. 
Halsted, 1833.]

Bosanquet & Pullers Repts	 2.50
[Bosanquet, John Bernard, and Christopher Puller. Reports of Cases Argued and 
Determined in the Court of Common Pleas, And Other Courts, from Easter Term 36 Geo. 
III. 1796, to [Hilary Term 44 Geo. III. 1804] . . . Both Inclusive: With Tables of the Cases 
and Principal Matters. Hartford, Conn.: Printed by Hudson and Goodwin, 1811.] 

Cokes Repts	 3.50
[Coke, Edward, et al. The Reports of Sir Edward Coke, Knt.: In Thirteen Parts. London: J. 
Butterworth and Son, 1826.]

Douglass [Repts]	 1.00
[Glenbervie, Sylvester Douglas. Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the Court of 
King’s Bench, in the Nineteenth, Twentieth and Twenty-First Years of the Reign of George 
III. Philadelphia: William P. Farrand & Co., 1807.]

Durnfords & Easts Repts	 3.50
[Durnford, Charles, and Edward Hyde East. Term Reports in the Court of King’s Bench: 
From Michaelmas Term, 26th George III [1785 to Trinity Term, 40th George III. 1800]. 
Inclusive. New York: Collins and Hannay, 1834.]

Maul & Selwyns [Repts]	 3.00
[Maule, George, William Selwyn, and Theron Metcalf. Reports of Cases Argued and 
Determined in the Court of King’s Bench: With Tables of the Names of the Cases and the 
Principal Matters. Boston: Lilly, Wait, Colman, and Holden, 1832.]



6732008-33] Nursery of a Supreme Court Justice

Rowans Trial	 .25
[Rowan, Archibald Hamilton. Report of the Trial of Archibald Hamilton Rowan, Esq.: On 
an Information, Filed, Ex Officio, by the Attorney General, for the Distribution of a Libel, 
with the Subsequent Proceedings Thereon: Containing the Arguments of Counsel, the 
Opinion of the Court, and Mr. Rowan’s Address to the Court, at Full. Dublin: Reprinted 
for C. and G. Kearsley, 1794.] 

Stranges Repts	 1.50
[Strange, John. Reports of Adjudged Cases in the Courts of Chancery, King’s Bench, 
Common Pleas, and Exchequer, From Trinity Term in the Second Year of King George I to 
Trinity Term in the Twenty-First Year of King George II [1716–47]. London: Printed by A. 
Strahan and W. Woodfall, law-printers to the King, for G. G. and J. Robinson, W. Otridge 
and Son, 1795.] 

Salkelds [Repts]	 1.50
[Salkeld, William. Reports of Cases Adjudged in the Court of King’s Bench: With Some 
Special Cases in the Courts of Chancery, Common Pleas, and Exchequer, Alphabetically 
Digested Under Proper Heads. Philadelphia: H. C. Carey & I. Lea, 1822.] 

State Trials	 1.50
[Townsend, William C. Modern State Trials: Revised and Illustrated with Essays and 
Notes. London: Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans, 1850.] 

Wilsons Reports	 1.50
[Raymond, Robert, and George Wilson. Reports of Cases Argued and Adjudged in the 
Courts of King’s Bench and Common Pleas, in the Reigns of the Late King William, 
Queen Anne, King George the First, and King George the Second [1694–1732]. Taken and 
Collected by the Right Honourable Robert Lord Raymond. London: Printed by W. Strahan 
and M. Woodfall, Law printer to the King, for W. Strahan, 1775.]

Sanders [Reports]	 1.50
[Sanders, G.W. Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the High Court of Chancery, In 
the Time of Lord Chancellor Hardwicke [1736–54]. New York: Collins & Hannay, 1825.]

Browns [Reports]	 6.00
[Brown, William. Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the High Court of Chancery, 
During the Time of Lord Chancellor Thurlow. Boston: C. C. Little and J. Brown, 1844.]

Cond Eng Chy Repts	 13.50
[Peters, Richard, Edward D. Ingraham, John A. Dunlap, E. Fitch Smith, J. L. Hanes, and 
Nathan Howard. Condensed Reports of Cases Decided in the High Court of Chancery in 
England 1826–[52]. Philadelphia: J. Grigg, 1826–52.]

Eng C L & Chy Eq [Repts]	 30.00
[Difficult identification, because the title does not correspond to any known legal citation. 
Might well be one or more English law reprints issued by Philadelphia law publisher T. 
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& J. W. Johnson that had been bound together. Best guess: Reports of Cases Argued and 
Determined in the English Courts of Common Law With Tables of the Cases and Principal 
Matters, Heretofore Condensed by Thomas Sergeant and John C. Lowber, Now Reprinted 
in Full. 1852.]

Schaoles & Lefroys [Repts]	 1.00
[Redesdale, John Mitford, John Schoales, and Thomas Langlois Lefroy. Reports of Cases 
Argued and Determined in the High Court of Chancery in Ireland: During the Time of Lord 
Redesdale. New York: I. Riley, 1808.]

Veseys Jr. [Repts]	 1.00
[Vesey, Francis. Supplement to Vesey Junior’s Reports of Cases in Chancery. Philadelphia: 
Nicklin, 1828.]

Vesey Jr. [Repts]	 25.00
[Vesey, Francis, and Edward D. Ingraham. Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the 
High Court of Chancery . . . Beginning in the Sittings After Hilary Term, 29 Geo. III A.D. 
1789, and Ending in [56 Geo. III. 1817]. Philadelphia: M. Carey and Son, 1821.] 


