
 

 

Newsletter of the Western Pacific Chapter of the American Association of Law Libraries 

 

Happy spring, fellow WestPacians! 

 

 The Northwest sun is only just now considering  

rejoining us from its winter hiding spot, but as you can see  

below, WestPac Willie is already out and about enjoying the flowers. 

 

 Likewise, though times have been tough for 

many of our law libraries, librarians and their 

programs, faithful WestPac continues to provide the 

fellowship and resources on which we have all come to 

depend. I am pleased to highlight a number of our 

upcoming ventures. 

 

 First off, weôve two events at the 2011 AALL 

Annual Meeting that all WestPac members traveling 

to Philadelphia are invited to attend. Our annual 

Luncheon and Business Meeting will be held on 

Tuesday, July 26 starting 11:45 a.m. at Maggianoôs 

Little Italy, right next to the convention center. Should 

be a great meal and grand time. Registration, the menu 

and directions will be posted to the WestPac website 

soon. 

(Continued on next page) 
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WESTPAC Discussion List: to subscribe, send a 

message to  
listproc@willamette.edu .   

In the body of the message, type:   
sub westpac -l firstname lastname . 

Presidentôs Column by Robert Truman 
(Continued from page 1) 

  

 Our other event is the Pacific Chapters 

Joint Reception, being held Saturday, July 23 at 

7:00 p.m.  Join this grand convocation of 

Western chapter members at the only annual 

event of its kind. 

 

 Be sure to apply for the $750 travel grant 

to attend the 2011 Annual Meeting. The 

application form is available on our website. 

As Grants Committee Chair Kathy Faust said, 

everyone, no matter how long (or short) they've 

been members should feel free to apply. 

 

 Now, you all have heard that our own 

WestPac Annual Meeting will be held October 

27 - 29 in Portland, Oregon. The Local 

Activities Committee (chaired, again, by the 

very same Kathy Faust) has found a wonderful 

and affordable location in RiverPlace. Weôll 

have hotel and other meeting information as 

well as the registration and grant forms on our 

website soon. I think you will be pleased at 

how low we will be able to keep the 

registration rate. 

 

 As good as it is to get together as a 

group, so are our meetings rich in education 

and enlightenment. Now, I canôt reveal how I 

know so much about such matters, but I can 

say that our ace Education Committee has a 

number of fantastic programs lined up for our 

meeting. Be sure to send your ideas to 

committee chair (no, not Kathyé), Vice 

President/President-elect Stacey Gordon at: 

stacey.gordon@umontana.edu. 
 

      - Robert Truman, President WestPac 

 Thanks to all of our members who are 

serving on our many committees. I espe-

cially want to thank Barbara Swatt Engstrom 

and the Nominations Committee for coming 

up with a great slate of candidates for our 

election on short notice. I still have a few 

slots to fill on other committees; so donôt be 

surprised if you receive a pleasant email in-

vitation from me to participate in our collec-

tive good works. 

 

 With that, and a nod of hearty thanks 

to our news contributors and to ace WestPac 

reporter and editor Tim Kelly, please enjoy 

our Spring newsletter. I look forward to see-

ing you at AALL and to sharing Portland 

with you. 

              

 Yours,   Rob 

mailto:stacey.gordon@umontana.edu
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 Willy says: Come to the annual WestPac Luncheon and  

Business Meeting in Philadelphia on Thursday, July 26, 11:45   

a.m. at Maggianoôs Little Italy, right next to the Convention  

Center and you may win a door prize just like this one from the 

Pacific Hazelnut Candy Factory!  
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 PETER HOWARD, NEW MEMBER  

 STUDENT, SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY 

 

 Hello, my name is Peter Howard.  My family and I live in 

Mount Angel, Oregon, but we've also lived in parts of Northern and 

Southern California, as well as Richmond, Virginia.   

 

 I am currently a library and information science student in 

San Jose State University's online program.  My undergraduate  

degree is in literature/writing from the University of California, San 

Diego and I received my J.D. from the University of Oregon in 

2009.   

 

 I became a member of the Western Pacific Chapter of AALL as a way to get involved in meetings and 

events within the law library community and learn more about current issues affecting the profession.   

  

 While I have been fortunate enough to meet a few WestPac members in my area already, I am hopeful 

that membership will allow me the opportunity to meet many more of you and hear about your experiences.    

WESTPAC NEW MEMBERS 

  We welcome the following new  

  members to WestPac! 

 

RITA BAHTIA, NEW MEMBER  

STUDENT, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA ðSANTA CRUZ 

 

 Currently, I am pursuing an online Paralegal  Certificate thru the University of California-Santa Cruz.   

 

 I have a Masters in Library Science and in Political Science as well as a California Pharmacy Techni-

cian License.  

 

 I was a caregiver to my parents for many years in California and in 2010 I moved to Portland, Oregon.   

If I can help out as a volunteer for WestPac, please let me know.  
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     RON WHEELER, NEW MEMBER  

Director of the Dorraine Zief Law Library and Associate Professor of Law 

University of San Francisco School of Law 

 

 

 I joined WestPac upon my arrival in San Francisco in July 2010.   

It is then that I assumed my new position of Director of the Law Library at 

the University of San Francisco School of Law (USF).  Before coming to 

USF, I was the Assistant Director at the Georgia State University 

College of Law Library, and I worked at the University of New Mexico 

School of Library before that.  So, I've literally been all over the country. 

 

 I joined WestPac because I feel strongly about contributing to our 

profession through local, regional and national professional law library  

organizations.  I have benefited greatly from my participation at various levels 

in such organizations, and I feel not only a commitment but an obligation to 

give back to the profession. 

 

 I am currently a member of the Executive Board of AALL, and I take that role very seriously.   

I believe in the AALL mission and strategic directions of education, advocacy and leadership.  In the past I 

have been active in SWALL, SEAALL and the Atlanta Law Library Association (ALLA) depending on where 

I was living and working at the time.  I am now becoming more involved in NOCALL and WestPac. 

 

 At the WestPac Annual Meeting in October 2010, I coordinated, moderated and presented on a panel 

of librarians called "The Impact of WestlawNext on Legal Research and Legal Research Instruction."  I also 

recently completed an article called "Does WestlawNext Really Change Everything: The Impact of West-

lawNext on Legal Research which will appear in  13 Law Libr. J. this summer.  It is currently available on 

SSRN at http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1773767. 

 

KELLY CHRISTIANSON REYNOLDS, NEW MEMBER  

REFERENCE LIBRARIAN, JOHN E. JAQUA LAW LIBRARY,  

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON  

 

 Kelly Christianson Reynolds recently joined the John E. Jaqua Law Library at the 

University of Oregon as a reference librarian.  Kelly earned her JD from Brigham Young University, MLIS 

from University of North Texas, and BS from Washington and Lee University.  Although she previously was 

a librarian at Wiener-Rogers Law Library at the University of Nevada Las Vegas, she has spent the last five 

years chasing after her two charming children.  Needless to say, she is delighted to be back in librarianship!  

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1773767
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JAYE BARLOUS, NEW MEMBER  

REFERENCE LIBRARIAN, JOHN E. JAQUA LAW LIBRARY,  

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON  

 

 

 Iôve been a law reference librarian at the John E. Jaqua Law Library  

for one year now. Prior to that appointment I served, temporarily, as Access  

Services Librarian for the law library providing oversight for the daily 

operations and services of that department. In my current incarnation,  

I continue to oversee Access Services, along with providing reference, 

instructional and research services and collection development. I love  

what I do. 

 

 I took the long route to get here. I worked at, managed, and eventually 

owned a small car rental and shipping business in Florida. Life was good; I 

enjoyed my daily ensemble of a rock ón roll t-shirt and bluejeans and the 

opportunities inherent in running your own business. At some point, however, it was time for a change. So I 

decided to return to school and get my law degree. I graduated, practiced law and ultimately discovered that I 

preferred research to litigation. Later, I moved to the west coast; it was and  

continues to be one of the best moves (in all senses of the word) Iôve made. 

 

 I decided to study law librarianship because it offered the potential to use my legal training and  

experience to help others do legal research and to teach law students how to find the law. From my own life 

experience, I knew how daunting the law could be. I wanted the opportunity to help people find resources that 

make the law less intimidating and more accessible. In 2003, after graduating from the UW Law Librarianship 

program, I returned to Eugene. But there were no law library jobs in Eugene, so I embarked on yet another 

path, this time in digital librarianship. For the next 5 years I focused on digital projects for the University of 

Oregon Libraries.  

 

 And now Iôm here. I have a coffee cup on my desk that proclaims, again, ñLife is Good.ò I think that 

says it all. I look forward to attending the next WestPac meeting in Portland, meeting more members and 

becoming actively involved in whatever capacity is helpful.  

WESTPAC MEMBER NEWS ðð PROMOTION FOR TINA CHING  

  

 Tina Ching, Electronic Services Librarian, was recently promoted in rank from Assis-

tant Librarian to Associate Librarian at Seattle University Law Library.  Tina has primary re-

sponsibility for managing the law library website and implementing new technologies and elec-

tronic services.  She joined Seattle University Law Library in 2007.  
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NEW WESTPAC LIFE MEMBERS  

Submitted by Tawnya Plumb on behalf of the Membership Committee  
 

 Please join me in honoring Mary Clayton, Andrea Coffman, Curt Conklin, Ann Koto, Sandra 

Marz, and Mary Unruh, our newest inductees into WestPac Life Membership.  Our association honors 

those who have retired from law librarianship, who have been a WestPac member for ten or more years, 

and who have reached the age of 55.  Allow me to briefly introduce each of our inductees. 

 

  

 

 Mary Clayton retired from the University of Oregon Law Library where she 

most recently held the title of Associate Law Librarian.  (She served as acting 

director right after taking the job when her director Dennis Hyatt celebrated her 

employment by taking a 1 year sabbatical.)  Prior to her work at the university, 

Mary was the Lane County Law Librarian for five years (a pioneer of the position), 

and worked at the John Marshal Law School Library in Chicago until the snow 

moved her to Eugene.  Mary obtained her B.A. in History and her library science 

degree from the University of Oregon.  Many members may also remember that 

Mary served us well as WestPac President from 2002-2003.   

 

 Mary has started Tai Chi in her retirement.  She has also been reading, watching lots of movies, 

remodeling her house, and walking her Shelties.  She even took a two week trip to India.  So far Mary has 

nothing bad to say about being retired except that she misses her co-workers and WestPac meetings. 

 

 

 

 Andrea Coffman held one of the more interesting titles in our profession, that of Ocean and 

Coastal Law Librarian, from 1978 until her recent retirement from the University of Oregon Law Library.  

She especially enjoyed her time serving as the law reference services coordinator.  She earned her B.S. 

from California Santa Cruz and her MLS from the University of Oregon. 
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NEW WESTPAC LIFE MEMBERS  
(Continued from previous page) 

 

 

 

 Curt Conklin retired last year from BYU as Assistant Director 

for Technical Services after having started as a serials librarian back in 

1972.  He received his undergrad and library degrees from BYU.  Curt 

was the 2009 recipient of the Renee D. Chapman Memorial Award for 

Outstanding Contributions in Technical Services Law Librarianship. 

 

 Curt is now living in Australia enjoying golf, tennis, and camping 

and biking with his wife.  He reminisced of the mid 70s meeting of WestPac up in tiny Park City and the 

meeting in Laramie in the early 80s with a single HUGE Wyoming beef steak to divvy up five ways.  He 

also noted the meeting in Seattle in the late 80s with a ferry cruise out on the Sound to a reservation island 

where the Native Americans greeted guests with cans of hot, fresh clams, and a sumptuous meal of  

all-you-can-eat fresh salmon and hot potatoes.   Finally, he referenced the great meeting in Honolulu just a 

few years ago.  Curt thinks of his WestPac colleagues with fond regards and is glad to be ñgone but not 

forgotten.ò  

 

 
 

 Ann Koto enjoyed 30 years of librarianship at the Hawaii Supreme Court Library, serving as 

Director from 1991-2008 after having worked there for a number of years as a Technical Services 

Librarian.  Ann earned her undergraduate and library degrees from the University of Hawaii at Manola. 

 

 Ann is very much enjoying retirement, traveling, puttering around the house, and volunteering at the 

state archives.  She has always been a supporter of the archives, but now she appreciates having the time to 

help digitize the many probate files to make them searchable.  Ann keeps in touch with her librarian 

colleagues, who consider her a mentor, and she is honored to be inducted into WestPac Life Membership. 

 

 

  

 Sandra Marz is also delighted be inducted into WestPac Life Membership.  She noted her 

privilege of participating in many aspects of AALL and serving as WestPac president from 1993-1994.  

Sandra served as the Director of the Washoe County Law Library in Nevada from 1979 to her retirement.  

She received her  

undergraduate and library degree from BYU and her M.B.A. from the University of Nevada, Reno. 

 

 Since retiring, Sandra has been involved in many volunteer activities including AALL, Nevada 

State Council for Libraries and Literacy (rate and award LSTA grants), and the Nevada Continuing 

Education Committee for Libraries. Sheôs sorry to have missed us in San Francisco but hopes to attend a 

WestPac meeting in the near future. 
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NEW WESTPAC LIFE MEMBERS  
(Continued from previous page) 

 

 

 

 

 Mary Unruh contributed to law librarianship most recently with her work at the 
State of Oregon Law Library, from where she recently retired.  Mary had spent the prior 
decade at the J.W. Long Law Library at the Willamette University College of Law where 
she worked as Computer Services and Assistant Librarian for nearly ten years.  Mary re-
ceived her art history and library degrees from the University of Washington. 

 

 I am afraid I was unable to contact Mary to discuss her retirement, but I under-
stand she enjoys reviewing books and participating in community groups in her free time.  
Best of luck in your retirement Mary! 

 

 

WILLIE SAYS COME TO PHILLIE 
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JENNIFER GROSS, WESTPAC CANDIDATE  

FOR VICE PRESIDENT/PRESIDENT ELECT  
 

 Thank you for the opportunity to be nominated 

as the Vice President/President Elect of WestPac.   I 

have been active in WestPac since 1998 and have at-

tended 6 different WestPac meetings over the years, 

including the 2002 meeting in Anchorage Alaska when 

I was 2 weeks pregnant with my son, Max.  I served on 

the local Arrangements Committee for the 2006 West-

Pac meeting, held at UNLV. 

  

  I am originally from the suburbs of New York City and began working in libraries at 

the age of fourteen.  My Grandmother was a Saturday volunteer at our local public library.  

When she passed on, my mother took over her volunteer shift; we worked together there 

every Saturday for many years.  I graduated with a degree in History from the University of 

Pennsylvania in 1990.  I earned my J.D. from Pace University in 1993 and my M.L.S. from 

the University of Washington in 1995. 

  

 My first professional position as a law librarian was as Foreign and International Li-

brarian at the Ohio State University School of Law.  After an April afternoon in 1998 in-

volving an inside-out umbrella and torrents of horizontally-blown freezing rain, I decided 

on a whim to apply for a position at a newly-starting law school in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

In the nearly thirteen years since, I have served in a variety of positions at the University of 

Nevada Las Vegas, Wiener-Rogers Law Library.   I am currently the Reference and Collec-

tion Management Librarian.  My duties include overseeing the print collection, creating re-

tention policies, policing the stacks for errant volumes and arranging things in the most effi-

cient manner possible. 

 

 I have found that the people I have met and the programs I have attended at WestPac 

are an invaluable resource, both to my day-to-day life as a librarian and my overall career.   

 

 I look forward to the opportunity to serve the organization and try to 

give back some of what I have received from WestPac over the years.  
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ALANA  H.  CARSON -WILSON  

CANDIDATE FOR WESTPAC TREASURER  
  

 My name is Alana H. Carson-Wilson, and I am pleased to 

be running for the WestPac Treasurer position.  I received my 

MLS from the University of Washington, and my J.D. from 

Lewis & Clark Law School in 1999, where I have been ever 

since.  As the Legal Reference and Reader Services Librarian at 

the Paul L. Boley Law Library, I manage the daily activities at the 

Circulation Desk, supervise both staff and student employees, 

manage the student employee budget, maintain the collection, as 

well as provide several days a week at the Reference desk.  I have 

always enjoyed wearing many hats, and assist other departments, such as cataloging, when 

time permits. 

 

 I have been a member of WestPac and AALL since 2003, and have enjoyed serving 

on committees, including the AALL Local Arrangements Committee in 2008.  Currently, I 

am the Co-Coordinator of the Oregon National Inventory, a joint project between AALL and 

Law.gov that seeks to bring together all state and federal online primary legal materials.  

Working on this latest project has inspired me to become more involved in the law librarian 

community.  I am grateful to work in an environment that fosters outreach and volunteer 

work in the field. 

 

 The position of Treasurer holds a special interest for me, as I have always had a head 

for numbers, much owing to my father who was an accountant.  Prior to law school, I 

managed a small company for almost 10 years, and was in charge of all aspects of 

accounting.  Additionally, for a one year period when our Library Accounts Manager was on 

leave, I was responsible for all library invoicing, accounts management and budgeting.  I 

believe that my attention to detail, ability to maintain budgets to the penny, and strong  

organizational skills will be an asset to WestPac. 

IMPORTANT: The election for the positions of WestPac Vice President/President-

Elect and WestPac Treasurer will run May 16 - June 3. Current members will receive 

an email with a link to the ballot and candidate statements. There are no contested 

elections, but your vote is still important. Thanks for your participation. 
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WESTPAC MINUTES  

Submitted by Ilona Tsutsui,Secretary 

 

Annual Business Luncheon and Meeting 

Hotel Nikko, San Francisco, California 

12 noon-1:30 pm, Oct. 15, 2010 

 

Call to order ï President Swee Berkey called the meeting to order. 

 

Approval of minutes ï The minutes from July 13, 2010 meeting were approved. 

 

Welcoming Remarks ï Swee Berkey introduced the Executive Board and asked for a show of hands 

from NOCALL and other association attendees.  

 

Treasurerôs Report - Christine Timko gave the Treasurerôs report. 

 

Committee Reports: 

Membership ï Tawnya Plumb reported that membership numbers are up from 139 in 2009 to 158 in 

2010.  

 

Archives ï Jacque Jurkins reported no updates since July meeting, the committee is continuing work 

on putting policies, procedures and newsletters online. 

 

Grants and Awards ï The committee created the Distinguished WestPac Member award, chose the 

first recipient, and awarded a travel grant. 

 

Newsletter ï no updates from Tim Kelly, but please consider contributing to the newsletter 
 
(Continued on next page) 
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WESTPAC MINUTES  
(Continued from previous page) 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgment of Committee membersô contributions ï Katie Lynn made many improvements to the 

WestPac website, especially to the Annual Meeting pages. Tina Ching has created a WestPac LinkedIn 

group. Christine Timko has created a WestPac Paypal account. 

 

Old Business ï no old business 

 

New Busines ï no new business 

 

Announcements: 

 

Life Memberships ï New lifetime member candidates were announced by Tawnya Plumb and ap-

proved by majority vote. The new life members are Mary Clayton, Andrea Coffman, Curt Conklin, 

Ann Koto, Sandra Marz and Mary Unruh. 

 

WestPac Grants and Awards ï Barbara Swatt-Engstrom was the recipient for the WestPac Travel 

Grant and Kathy Carlson was presented with the new Distinguished WestPac Member Award. Con-

gratulations! 

 

Portland meeting arrangements ï Tami Gierloff announced that the next annual meeting in Portland 

has been tentatively scheduled for October 28-29, 2011 at RiverPlace.  

 

Recognition and Thank Yous ï Incoming President Rob Truman thanked the vendors and other sup-

porters and announced that WestPac received a grant for pay for electronics and program recording.  

Rob thanked the Local Arrangements Committee: Janet Fischer, Harriet Zook, Monica Sharum, Suz-

anne Darais, Ledja Cullen, Marisa Diehl, Hilary Hardcastle. 

 

Meeting Adjourned. 

 

Submitted by Ilona Tsutsui, incoming WestPac Secretary, acting for Secretary Laurie Urquiaga  
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THE SAN FRANCISCO STORY 

 An account of the WestPac Annual Meeting Held in San Francisco, October, 2010.  

  Submitted by Grant Award Winner, Barbara Swatt Engstrom, J.D., M.L.I.S. 

     Reference Libararian, Adjunct Professor, Seattle University School of Law. 

  All photos from San Francisco graciously submitted by Buck Sterling. 

  

 The WestPac Annual meeting was once again a well-planned, 

interesting and lively affair.  I was very pleased to find out that I was 

awarded a grant to attend the meeting this year and Iôd like express 

my thanks to the grants committee and my fellow WestPac members 

for that opportunity.  It is always a pleasure to reconnect with old 

friends and meet new ones.  Janet Fisher and the local arrangements 

committee did a fantastic job of finding very nice venues for the con-

ference.  The weekend got off to a great start with some delicious 

tapas at the opening reception at the Thirsty Bear Brewing Company. 

  

 Not to be outshone by the food and venues, the educational programs were also well 

planned and nicely varied.  Rob Truman and 

the program committee (full disclosure, I was 

on the committee) made sure that there was 

something on the program for everyone.   

Alaska Supreme Court  Justice Morgan 

Christen opened the program as our keynote 

speaker.  She spoke on the special place that 

law librarians have played in her judicial 

practice from training clerks, to easing the 

burden on the courts by assisting self repre-

sented litigants research their cases.  She re-

flected on the Gideon v. Wainwright case, 

noting that had Gideon not had access to the 

prison library, his history altering appeal on 

the right to counsel would never have oc-

curred.  Justice Christen concluded with a 

nod of support for Sandra Day OôConnorôs work on 

teaching civics to children. 

 
 

JUSTICE MORGAN CHRISTEN  

ALASKA SUPREME COURT 



Spring, 2011               ὧ               WESTPAC News               ὧ               Page 15  

 

THE SAN FRANCISCO STORY 
 My personal favorite program of the conference was Richard Mendelsonôs session on 

wine law. Richard teaches wine law at the UC Berkeley Law School, is an attorney at 

Dickenson, Peatman and Fogarty (a Napa Valley firm specializing in wine law) and runs his 

own winery in Napa, www.mendelsonwines.com .  Heôs also written a book, From Demon to 

Darling: A Legal History of Wine in America. Needless to say, this guy knows his stuff.  

http://www.ucpress.edu/book.php?isbn=9780520268005 

  

 Richard started with a short discussion on the hot topics in wine law including the 

current jurisprudence on interstate commerce issues regarding direct to consumer sales and 

the federal Comprehensive Alcohol Regulatory Effectiveness Act of 2010 (H.R. 5034) 

currently under consideration which could affect the  interstate shipment of wines.  In order 

to put these issues into context he gave a brief history of wine in America.  Even in the days 

of the Puritans, wine was held apart from spirits as a boon to health.  Increase Mather said, 

ñThe wine is from God but the Drunkard is from the Devil.ò Richard referred to Thomas 

Jefferson as the patron saint of wine in America. Jefferson sought to use the tax system to 

influence consumption by taxing spirits at a higher rate than wine.  In the 1830ôs, the height 

of drinking in America, a popular practice was drinking small amounts of alcohol throughout 

the course of the day. This was called tippling or soaking.  Not surprisingly the temperance 

movement soon followed.  Maine was the first state to close itself off to the production and 

distribution of alcohol while carving out exceptions for industrial, medical and foreign 

produced wines. This paved the way for the 18th Amendment and Prohibition in 1919.   

 

 While the 21st Amendment repealed 

prohibition in 1933, many of the vestiges of 

prohibition and the temperance movement remain, 

including local option districts (which create 

patchworks of alcohol regulations), tied house 

rules, the three tier distribution system and 

restrictions on direct to consumer wine sales.  This 

led full circle to his discussion of the current hot 

topics affecting the wine industry today, in 

particular the 2005 US Supreme Court decision 

Granholm v. Heald, the Costco litigation (which 

sought to change Washingtonôs distribution system) 

and several current cases from Massachusetts, 

Arizona and Texas. 

 
(continued on next page) 

RICHARD MENDELSON  

SPEAKING ON WINE LAW  

http://www.mendelsonwines.com
http://www.ucpress.edu/book.php?isbn=9780520268005
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THE SAN FRANCISCO STORY 

 
 The next session focused on using su-

perheroes and comic books to teach theories 

of legal justice.  After a spirited Q&A that 

went for 25 minutes, all I can say is: who 

knew that there were so many comic book 

fans in our ranks?  Lauren Van Waardhuizen 

and Blake Wilson of the University of Kansas 

School of Law gave a lively presentation on 

the concept of justice throughout history and 

then focused on the American ideal of justice.  

They did a brief rundown of the history of 

comic books back to the pulp fiction days.  

 

 

  

 

  Lauren and Blake added very interesting insights on how cultural values were incorpo-

rated into the characters. For instance, when Wonder Woman was introduced in 1941 she was a 

secretary for the all male League of Justice and the original Captain America premise, a black 

soldier subjected to medical experiments by the government, was an allegory to the Tuskgee 

experiments.  Lauren and Blake also devised a matrix of legal vs. extralegal  and moral vs. le-

gal approaches to justice. They then placed various characters within the matrix to discuss 

themes such as justification of the use of violence, framing the world as good versus evil, team 

building, the soul searching role of the superhero and the superheroôs duty to always be on the 

right side of the moral equation if not always on the legal side.  Iôm sure I donôt have the req-

uisite comic book geek credentials to include a superhero theme in my advanced legal research 

class, but this session certainly presented a lot of food for thought for weaving pop culture nar-

ratives into the curriculum. 

 

 The final session on Friday was a panel discussion of Westlaw Next.  As most of us 

have had our first taste of the future of Westlaw this fall, this timely program explored the 

questions, how did we get here and where are we headed?  Mark Schwartz, the Director of Li-

brarian Relations for Thomson West, helped put the ñhow did we get hereò question into con-

text by discussing the genesis of Westlaw Next as a response to the problem of ineffective re-

search behaviors of Westlaw users.  He delved back into the days of Dialog where success was 

fully dependent on the skill and expertise of the researcher in having extensive knowledge of 

databases and search command language.   

LAUREN VAN WAARDHUIZEN AND BLAKE 
WILSON SPEAKING ON SUPERHEROES 
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THE SAN FRANCISCO STORY 
 

 Classic Westlaw is based on this model.  Westlaw Next endeavors to lift this burden off 

the researcher and on to the search engine.  This is an attempt to rectify the problem (Mark 

paraphrasing Bob Berring) that you are not as good a Boolean searcher as you think.  The 

Westlaw Next algorithm builds in complex Boolean searching.  Mark pointed to the fact that 

secondary source use was up 50% on WestlawNext indicating that people are finding resources 

that they never would have otherwise encountered on classic Westlaw. 

The next set of panelist addressed the ñwhere are we headedò question. Ron Wheeler, Library 

Director of the University of San Francisco School of Law, started with the academic perspec-

tive of Westlaw Next.  After admitting that he was initially skeptical, he found that he got 

fabulous results at he tested  Westlaw Next against classic Westlaw, getting at least one unex-

pected, yet helpful result in many of his searches. Ron said that Westlaw Next upended the tra-

ditional requisites for effective research: (1) knowledge of sources and (2) knowledge of the 

structure of U.S. law.  The advantages of this is significant for novice researchers but Ron also 

pointed out that Westlaw Next will allow even experienced researchers to find unknown re-

sources, databases and documents.   
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