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Aloha and Happy New 

Year of the Golden Tiger!  

May the roar of the Tiger 

bring prosperity and good 

health to everyone! 

 

I was in Chinatown for the 

Chinese New Year celebra-

tions and watched lion dances and kung fu performers while being 

deafened by the ear-piercing blasts of long strings of fireworks. 

Now that things are a little quieter, I look forward to a year of 

smooth sailing like the canoe paddlers gliding down the Ala Wai 

canal in front of my window. This may be wishful thinking as I 

read that according to the Chinese zodiac, it is a year traditionally 

associated with massive changes and volatility! 

 

As I am writing this column, I think about all the wonderful people 

I have met through WestPac and how fortunate I am to have the 

privilege of leading this organization. Thank you all for giving me 

this opportunity! 

 

After such an enjoyable meeting in beautiful Victoria, I have to 

thank Neil Campbell and his wonderful team for their hard work in 

organizing and showing us what Canadian hospitality is like.  
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Pacific Chapter of the American Association  

of Law Libraries.   
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subscription to WESTPAC News.   
 

Send membership fees and address changes to: 
Laurie Urquiaga, Howard W. Hunter Law Library 
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Timothy P. Kelly 
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Statements and opinions expressed in  

WESTPACNews are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily represent the official opinions of 

 WESTPAC or AALL. 
 

Newsletter ©2009, Western Pacific Chapter,  
American Association of Law Libraries.   

Individual authors retain the copyright in their  
original writings.  Please contact the author(s)  

directly for  permission to reproduce material from 
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WESTPAC Website  

http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/westpac 
Webmaster at:  klynn@courts.state.wy.us  

 
WESTPAC Discussion List: to subscribe, send a 

message to  
listproc@willamette.edu .   

In the body of the message, type:   
sub westpac -l firstname lastname . 

 
Member contributions to WESTPAC News are always 

appreciated.  The preferred method of  
submission is to send the newsletter editor  

a WordPerfect or Word document by  
attaching it to an email addressed to: 

tkelly@willamette.edu  

Presidentôs Column by Swee Berkey 
(Continued from page 1) 

  

 Not only did Neil and his team provide 

us with a picturesque setting to hold our pro-

grams but also perfect weather for exploring 

Victoria.  They did a superb job despite the 

fact that they were in the midst of major reno-

vations to their library. They were able to find 

speakers from local law schools and libraries 

who gave presentations on interesting topics 

ranging from Canadian law, boundary issues 

involving the Northwest Passage, new initia-

tives in public services to useful software pro-

grams available for various tasks. My thanks 

go to all the participants in the educational 

programs who contributed much to the profes-

sional knowledge of our members. 

 I would also like to thank Deb Person 

for her inspiring leadership the past year. She 

handled several major issues that came up dur-

ing the year and was instrumental in the pro-

gress of our WestPac manual. We hope to fi-

nalize it this year and get it up on our website. 

Deb has also been most helpful during this pe-

riod of transition as I learn all the many and 

varied duties associated with being President.  

 Thank you to all committee members 

whose terms have expired (and some who 

have chosen to continue) and all who volun-

teered this year.  Your willingness to serve is 

very much appreciated.  If anyone wishes to 

volunteer for any committee, let me know.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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Presidentôs Column by Swee Berkey 
(Continued from page 3) 

  

 

 San Francisco ï our next destination! 

Thanks to Janet Fischer and her team who have 

been busy with preparations for what I believe 

will be another exciting meeting. We have not 

had a meeting in San Francisco since 1985 when 

we had a joint meeting with NOCALL.  

 

 This year NOCALL is again joining us at 

the meeting in lieu of their Fall workshop. This 

is a great opportunity to meet our colleagues 

from California and I hope many of you will be 

able to attend this meeting. This is one of the 

unique features of our organization - the fact that 

we are able to meet in so many different venues.  

Be it small and remote or big and exotic, each 

place has its own special qualities and unique lo-

cal culture that never fails to intrigue visitors. 

 

 

Picture of Honolulu above provided by Swee Berkey 

 I hope many of you who are going to 

AALL in July will be able to attend the 

WestPac business luncheon meeting on 

July 13. I have received some suggestions 

for restaurants near the Convention Center 

and hope to select one soon. 

 

 Alas, the saga of Willie WestPac 

continuesé.. Willie was kidnapped from 

our table at the 2009 AALL exhibit hall. 

The question remains ñWhere in the world 

is Willie?ò We are feverishly looking for 

his twin brother or maybe his son? If you 

know where to find another Willie with 

similar size dimensions so that his clothes 

will fit, contact me or Tim Kelly who has 

been tasked with finding a replacement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 One of my interests as President this 

year is to expand membership benefits, es-

pecially for those who may not be able to 

attend the annual meetings regularly.  What 

can we offer you that will add to your pro-

fessional development? What programs 

would you like us to offer? Would you like 

recorded programs to be put on the web-

site? In what direction should we go as a 

professional organization?  I welcome your 

ideas - our success as an organization de-

pends on your input and participation. 

 

Mahalo nui loa. 
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 If your library is like most, you are always look-

ing for ways to cut costs while still providing essential 

services to your main constituents. Because of the 

plethora of ways to access state statutes online, print 

state codes came under scrutiny here at my academic 

law library a couple of years ago. We estimated an an-

nual cost savings of approximately $1000 per code on 

replaced volumes and supplementationðmoney that 

could be applied to other print or electronic resources. 

The librarians identified about thirty state codes that we 

felt we could part with. Factors we considered were 

geographic location, retaining a sufficient mix for Legal 

Research and Writing exercises, key states for topical 

law (e.g. Delaware for its corporate perspective), and 

faculty requests. 

 

 One constituency we didnôt think about was our student-edited journals and their needs 

for print materials for cite checking per Bluebook Rule 12.3.2. As the law libraryôs liaison with 

our three journals, I should have thought about this, but not until I started fielding questions a 

few months ago about citing to codes we no longer updated did I realize we needed to come up 

with a plan. I figured we couldnôt be the first and only academic law library to have faced this 

question so I posed it to both the Law-Lib and AALL All -Sis listservs. The question in part 

read: 

 

At our law school, the law review editors follow the Bluebook which requires citation 

to print state codes, when increasingly researchers are turning to electronic databases 

for access to annotated state codes. . . . I have recently been asked by the journals how 

to cite to current state codes when we no longer have the physical piece in our collec-

tion. . . . Have other academic law libraries faced this problem and how have you 

solved it?  We are looking at: 

1) Instructing the journals to initiate ILL requests for any volumes of state codes 

needed;  

 

(continued on page 5) 

CANCELING STATE CODES AND THE  

IMPLICATIONS FOR LAW JOURNALS  

WITH CITE CHECKING  
The Results of a Survey by Stephanie Midkiff 

Reference Librarian, University of Oregon 
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CANCELING STATE CODES   
(Continued from page 4) 

 

2) Expecting the journals to ask article authors to supply the year information; 

3) Reinstating subscriptions to all 50 state codes as a cost of doing business as an aca-

demic law library. 

 

 I received about seventeen responses: 

Six people said their institutions had cancelled at least some state 

codes; 

Five people said their institutions still have current subscriptions to all 

the state codes; 

Seven people said the Bluebook rule is outdated, should address the 

problem, and is driving some decisions not to cancel; and 

Nine people said their institutions are using ILL to fill the gap. 

 

 One person felt that requiring article authors to supply the year information might dis-

courage them from publishing in your law schoolôs journals. Another spoke of a ñdouble stan-

dardò in which article authors are not required to follow the Bluebook, but cite checkers must 

continue to operate under ñarchaic and unrealistic ground rules in tracking down accurate 

sources for each footnote.ò Only one person indicated that it may have been a mistake to can-

cel some state codes because of the added cost of ILL and the burden it creates on the journals 

and the ILL staff. 

 

 Take home message: More academic law libraries will be relying on ILL to obtain pho-

tocopies of print state codes for their journals even though the elephant in the room is that the 

journal staff know the article authors are increasingly relying on electronic resources for their 

research. Bluebook Rule 18 addresses citation to electronic media but still requires citation to 

 

ñtraditional printed sources unless (1) the information cited is unavailable in a  

traditional printed source; or (2) a copy of the source cannot be located  

because it is so obscure that it is practically unavailable. Only in  

these two cases should citation be made to the electronic source 

alone.ò [Emphasis in original.] 

 

 There seems to be consensus that the Bluebook needs to come into the 

21st century. 

 

 -  Stephanie Midkiff  
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 Justice Kennedy Leads Library Groundbreaking 

At Pacific McGeorge Legal Studies Center 

September 18, 2009 
 

 

 

 Justice Anthony M. Kennedy helped break ground for the new Pacific McGeorge Legal 

Studies Center on September 18, 2009, and praised plans for the $10 million law library ex-

pansion, the largest building project ever carried out on the law schoolôs 13-acre campus. 

 

 ñIn the law, we often deal 

with theories and abstractions,ò 

Kennedy said. ñThis building is 

something tangible that connects 

us to the rule of law that binds all 

Americans. It confirms once 

again the commitment that these 

law students and law faculty have 

to that ideal.ò 

 

 Dr. Pamela A. Eibeck, the 

new president of the University of 

the Pacific, introduced Justice 

Kennedy as ñour longest-serving 

current professor at Pacific 

McGeorge.ò 

 

  Kennedy taught constitu-

tional law at the Sacramento law school from 1965 until 1988 when he was sworn in as the 

104th justice of the Supreme Court of the United States. He has taught annually in the 

McGeorge Salzburg Summer Program in Austria since 1989. 

 

 Pacific McGeorge Dean Elizabeth Rindskopf Parker, James Sammut, the president of 

the Student Bar Association, and Randy Schaber, nephew of the late Dean Gordon Schaber, 

joined Kennedy and Eibeck in the ceremonial groundbreaking shovel toss. 

 

 ñThe construction and renovation of the Legal Studies Center will mean a dramatic im-

provement in the teaching-and-learning environment for our students, enabling them to de-

velop the skills for lifelong inquiry, problem-solving, and access to information,ò President 

Eibeck said. The Pacific McGeorge Legal Studies Center, which will house the Gordon D. 

Schaber Law Library, is set for completion in 2011. 

 
-  Submitted by Harriet Zook, Catalog Librarian, Pacific McGeorge School of Law, Gordon D. Schaber Law Library 
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 SAN FRANCISCO HOSTS  

THE WESTPAC 2010 CONFERENCE 
 

Submitted by Janet Fischer , Local Arrangements Chair  

jfischer@ggu.edu 

 

Mark your calendars for October 14-16, 2010 at the Hotel 

Nikko for the WestPac Annual Conference!  We are expect-

ing a lively conference with exciting speakers.  Rates at Hotel 

Nikko start at an incredibly discounted $149 per night; regis-

tration rates will be set later this year.  Please make plans to 

join your fellow law librarians from throughout the western 

and Pacific region for a great conference. 

 

NOCALL (the Northern California Association of 

Law Libraries) will join WestPac for some or all of 

the conference.  NOCALL usually holds a fall 

workshop at this same time; instead, they are en-

couraging members to attend the WestPac confer-

ence this year. 

 

There is so much to do in San Francisco!  Hotel 

Nikko is walking distance from the Powell Street cable car, which takes you directly to the fa-

mous Fishermanôs Wharf and Ghirardelli Square, and a short walk to Pier 39.  The hotel is also 

walking distance from the Westfield Shopping Center with upscale shops and a movie theater, 

and the shops and restaurants of Union Square.  For stage productions, check out San Fran-

cisco Theater to book tickets well in advance for plays and concerts.   Bay cruises, a visit to 

Alcatraz Island, or a day trip to the Napa Valley Wine Country are all possibilities to round off 

your trip to San Francisco. 

Reserve your room now!  Contact Hotel Nikko either via their website: www.hotelnikkosf.com 

or call (415) 394-1111.  Use our group code# SWESTP to get the WestPac room rate.  Res-

ervations must be made by September 16th to get the WestPac rate. 

 
Feel free to email Janet with any questions. 

http://www.hotelnikkosf.com/
http://www.hotelnikkosf.com/
http://www.sfcablecar.com/
http://www.fishermanswharf.org/
http://www.ghirardellisq.com/
http://www.pier39.com/
http://westfield.com/sanfrancisco/
http://www.unionsquareshop.com/
http://www.san-francisco-theater.com/
http://www.san-francisco-theater.com/
http://gocalifornia.about.com/cs/sanfrancisco/a/sfbaycruise.htm
http://gocalifornia.about.com/cs/sanfrancisco/a/alcatraz.htm
http://www.winecountry.com/

