SWALL Program:  Collaboration: Partnering With Attorneys to Provide Access to Justice, 10:45 a.m. – Noon, Friday, April 20, 2007

1. Watch for the “Members’ Briefing” in the July 2007 Spectrum for a report from the   AALL Special Committee on Pro Bono Partnerships

2. http://www.abanet.org/legalservices/probono/directory.html





 HYPERLINK "http://www.abalegalservices.org" 
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 Directory of Pro Bono Programs

Introduction

If you are looking for legal help, please visit http://www.findlegalhelp.org.
This directory is for the use of pro bono advocates and professionals only. 

To find a program, click on the relevant state. 
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Directory Overview

The ABA Directory lists all states and the District of Columbia.  All states list at least one organization with a pro bono program.  Many states had multiple programs.  Services exist at both the statewide and regional levels.  Most programs are sponsored by either legal aid organizations or bar associations.  Some services are statewide but deal with a specific subject area such as AIDS, elderly, immigration, housing or the arts.

On the regional level, many specialty pro bono programs are covered by various organizations.  The other subject areas (in addition to those listed above) covered by regional programs include family law, domestic abuse, GLBT, bankruptcy, evictions,  homelessness, Asian, Native American, consumers, urban blight, disabilities, hospice, accountants, farmers, civil rights, unemployment, refugee, entrepreneurs, and police misconduct.

Survey

The AALL Special Committee on Pro Bono Partnerships is surveying at least one organization from each state to learn how to strengthen partnerships between law librarians and pro bono providers.  An early assessment of the survey results is based on 43 surveys representing 32 states.

The survey results indicate the following:

Most programs said law librarians could refer patrons to their programs.

As far as what law librarians can do, these suggestions were made:


Train pro se


Serve as mentors for law students learning online programs


Make referrals to their clinics


Help design website court forms


Help get pro se resources to the public


Help volunteers with legal research and access to resources


Offer training videos to volunteer lawyers


Develop classes—work with bar programs; refer to bar programs


Help pro se with needed court forms


Maintain a collection of court forms


Serve as a host site for pro se clinics


Provide information on other state/federal services that might help their clients



Provide website help


Try to get information to public librarians


Help is desperately needed in rural areas
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