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State Administrative Law: Don’t Let It SCARE You!
Introduction - Researching State Administrative Law

When do questions of state administrative law come up? And why should we be concerned about them?  Believe it or not, various types of patrons often are confronted with administrative law issues. Consider the following situations:

Appeal from agency decision (worker’s compensation, civil rights, etc.)
Drivers license suspension and revocation

Investigations and Inquest
Occupational and professional licensing and revocation issues

Liquor license and control issues   
Lottery, gaming, and racing license and control issues
Occupational health & safety issues 

Law librarians in all types of settings should have a thorough understanding of the sources of state administrative law, when to consult those sources, and how to ensure that the information contained in those sources is the most current and up-to-date.  

Administrative Law is primary authority although subordinate to legislation.  Unlike legislation which provides us with a mere 51 jurisdictions, each jurisdiction has numerous administrative agencies each with their own practices and publications.  When researching state administrative law, it helps to bear in mind that administrative law generally serves two functions:  

1. Rulemaking – the administration of legislation, including interpretation and application of statutes; and

2. Case adjudication – the implementation or enforcement of legislative and regulatory standards.   

There are a number of resources available for locating both administrative rules and regulations and administrative agency decisions. Some of these materials are available in print, while others are available electronically either free of charge on the internet or by subscription to various databases.

ARIZONA


The Arizona Administrative Procedures Act and its provisions can be found at:



Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 41-1001 et seq.
Arizona Administrative Code

The Arizona Administrative Code is where the official rules of the state of Arizona are published. The Code is the official compilation of rules that govern state agencies, boards, and commissions. The Code is published in a 10-volume set that includes rules divided into 20 Titles and 230 Chapters.  Note that only the print copy of the Code is the official version.  Print copies of the Code can be purchased from the Secretary of State’s website at:

         
http://azsos.gov/public_services/orderform.htm
In addition, an unofficial version of the Code is available online at:                              http://www.azsos.gov/public_services/Table_of_Contents.htm
LexisNexis  (AZAGEN)

Westlaw     (AZ-ADC)

Arizona Administrative Register

The Arizona Administrative Register is the official publication of the State of Arizona that contains the rulemaking activity of the state's agencies, including proposed, final, emergency, summary, and exempt rules.  The Administrative Register is printed weekly and also contains the full text of the Governor's Executive Orders and Proclamations, summaries of Attorney General Opinions, notices of rules terminated by an agency, and the Governor's appointments of state officials and members of the state's boards and commissions.  Printed copies of the Arizona Administrative Register can be obtained from the Secretary of State’s website at:


 http://azsos.gov/public_services/orderform.htm 

An electronic version of the Administrative Register covering 1999 to the present is available online at: http://www.azsos.gov/aar/contents.htm
A semi-annual index to the Administrative Register is published twice annually.  A table of contents for the semi-annual index is available online at:

http://www.azsos.gov/aar/contents.htm
The Arizona Administrative Register is NOT available on Lexis or Westlaw.  However, both Lexis and Westlaw provide Arizona Regulation Tracking information:

LexisNexis (AZRGTR)

Westlaw (AZ-REGTRK)

A directory of Arizona administrative agencies, with links to their respective websites, can be found at:


http://az.gov/webapp/portal/alpha.jsp?name=agency
Arizona Attorney General Opinions
Arizona Attorney General Opinions from 1999 to the present can be found on the Attorney General’s website at:

 http://www.azag.gov/opinions/
LexisNexis  (AZAG) from 1975

Westlaw     (AZ-AG) from 1977

ARKANSAS


The Arkansas Administrative Procedures Act and its provisions can be found at:


Ark. Code Ann. §25-15-201 et. seq.
Arkansas Administrative Rules
The Arkansas Administrative Procedures Act requires state agencies, boards and commissions to file with the Secretary of State a copy of each rule adopted by the filing group.  Further, the Secretary of State is required to publish all agency rule notices, emergency rules, proposed rules and financial impact statements on the Secretary of State’s website.  Thus, the Arkansas Administrative Rules are available on the Secretary of State’s website at:

http://www.sos.arkansas.gov/admin_rules.html
LexisNexis  (ARADMN)

Westlaw     (AR-ADC)
Arkansas Register

The Arkansas Register is an official publication of the State of Arkansas containing administrative rules and regulations adopted by state agencies, boards and commissions.  The Arkansas Register also includes Attorney General Opinions, notice of legislative audit reports and insurance orders.  The Arkansas Register is available online from 2000 to the present at:



http://www.sos.arkansas.gov/admin_rules_ar_register.html

Please note, however, that this database containing the Arkansas Register is only full-text searchable from September 1, 2001 to the present.

The Arkansas Register is NOT available on Lexis or Westlaw.  However, both Lexis and Westlaw offer Arkansas Regulation Tracking information:

LexisNexis (ARRGTR)

Westlaw (AR-REGTRK)

A directory of Arkansas state administrative agencies, containing contact information and website information where available, can be found at:


http://www.arkansas.gov/government_name.php
Arkansas Attorney General Opinions

Arkansas Attorney General Opinions from 1991 to the present are available on the Attorney General’s website at: 


http://www.ag.arkansas.gov/opinions/  

LexisNexis  (ARAG) from 1977

Westlaw     (AR-AG) from 1977

COLORADO

The Colorado Administrative Procedures Act and its provisions can be found at:


Colo. Rev. Stat. §§ 24-4-101 et seq.
Code of Colorado Regulations
Compiled by the Secretary of State, the Code of Colorado Regulations contains the administrative rules of the executive agencies of the state of Colorado, notices of rulemaking, proposed rules, new and amended rules, and Attorney General Rules and Opinions.  The Code is compiled monthly and can be purchased in print from LexisNexis.  The Code consists of 12 volumes held in 30 loose-leaf binders plus an index.  The Code can be found online at:


http://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/Welcome.do
For the search page:


http://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/eDocketCriteria.do
LexisNexis (COADMN)

Westlaw (CO-ADC)

Colorado Register

This companion publication to the Code of Colorado Regulations is divided into three parts: Digest & Current Developments, Proposed Regulations, and Attorney General Opinions. The Register is organized chronologically, published monthly, and can be purchased from LexisNexis. The Register is available online from the Colorado Secretary of State at:



http://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/RegisterHome.do

The Colorado Register is NOT available on Lexis or Westlaw.  

Lexis offers The CORGTR file which contains summaries of proposed regulations and status actions for individual regulations as promulgated by various agencies in the state.
Westlaw offers The CO-REGTRK database contains summaries and status information concerning pending and recently-adopted regulations. Each regulation summary is a document.
Colorado Secretary of State provides a service of email notification of action by agency at:

http://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/EmailSubscription.do
For a list of Colorado Departments & Agencies and links to their websites:

http://www.colorado.gov/colorado/agencies.html
Colorado Attorney General Opinions
The Attorney General website contains opinions issued from 1984 to 2006.  The opinions are not indexed but listed chronologically.  They may be found at:

http://www.ago.state.co.us/ag_opinions.cfm

Lexis (COAG) from 1975


Westlaw (CO-AG) from 1977

KANSAS

The Kansas Administrative Procedures Act and its provisions can be found at:


Kan. Stat. Ann. §77-501 et. seq.

Kansas Administrative Regulations
Published by the Office of the Secretary of State, the Kansas Administrative Regulations (KAR) contain the procedural and substantive rules and regulations for Kansas state administrative agencies.  The Kansas Administrative Regulations volumes are published every three years and are updated with an annual cumulative supplement and subject index each year.

Updating Kansas Administrative Regulations is very important.  New regulations are updated with a cumulative supplement. As new, amended or revoked regulations are received, they are published in the Kansas Register. Thus, researchers should first check the Kansas Register, then the current supplement, then the current volume to find the most recent version of a particular regulation. If the regulation is found at any of these sequential steps, stop and consider that version the most recent.

Kansas Administrative Regulations are available online from the Kansas Legislature website at: http://www.kslegislature.org/legsrv-kars/index.do  

LexisNexis  (KSADMN)

Westlaw     (KS-ADC)
Kansas Register


The Kansas Register is the official newspaper of the State of Kansas.  New and proposed administrative regulations are published in the Kansas Register.  There is a cumulative index at the back of each Kansas Register that lists the volume and page number in the Register that contains the most recent version of a regulation that has been modified. The Kansas Register also contains notices of hearings on proposed regulations and proposed revocation of existing regulations, new rules and regulations, amendments, and temporary rules and regulations.  The Kansas Register is accessible online at: 

http://www.kssos.org/pubs/pubs_kansas_register.asp 

The Kansas Register is also available online from Lexis: 
LexisNexis (KRSGST) from 1999

Although the Kansas Register is NOT available on Westlaw, Westlaw does provide Kansas regulation tracking information: 

Westlaw (KS-REGTRK)


An alphabetical listing of Kansas administrative agencies, with contact information, is available at:



http://www.accesskansas.org/government/agency_listing.html
Kansas Attorney General Opinions
Kansas Attorney General Opinions are available online at:


http://www.kscourts.org/ksag/
This website provides full text Kansas Attorney General Opinions from January 1993 through 

December 2006. 

LexisNexis (KSAG) from 1977
Westlaw (KS-AG) from 1977
MISSOURI

The Missouri Administrative Procedure and Review provisions are found at:


Mo. Rev. Stat. §§ 536.010 et seq.


Missouri Code of State Regulations

The official copy of the Missouri Code of State Regulations is the paper copy.  The Code is currently published once-a-month by the Secretary of State and may be purchased at:

http://www.sos.mo.gov/adrules/copy.asp
An online edition is also available from the Secretary of State.  The full Code, along with user-friendly searching capabilities, may be found at:

http://www.sos.mo.gov/adrules/csr/csr.asp
LexisNexis (MOADMN)

Westlaw (MO-ADC)
Missouri Register

The official Missouri Register is also published by the Secretary of State.  The Register contains Executive Orders, Proposed Rules, Orders of Rulemaking, Dissolutions, Rule Changes, Emergency Rules, an Executive Order Table, and a Register Index.  An official version can be purchased at:

http://www.sos.mo.gov/adrules/copy.asp
The online version is maintained on the Secretary of State’s website.  Not only is the current Register available, but past Registers back to the third quarter of 1999 are also available at:

http://www.sos.mo.gov/adrules/moreg/moreg.asp
For a list of Missouri Executive Departments and links to their websites:

http://www.mo.gov/mo/govoffices.htm
LexisNexis (MORGST)

Westlaw does not offer the Missouri Register – they do have MO-REGTRK for tracking pending and recently adopted regulations.
Missouri Attorney General Opinions

Missouri Attorney General Opinions can be found on the Attorney General’s website.  Current opinions may be found at:

http://www.ago.mo.gov/opinions/
Opinions prior to January 1, 1985 must be requested in paper form.  The information for requesting these older opinions can be found at:

http://www.ago.mo.gov/opinions/archives.htm
LexisNexis (MOAG) from 1977

Westlaw (MO-AG) from 1977

NEW MEXICO


The New Mexico Administrative Procedures Act and its provisions can be found at:


N.M. Stat. Ann. 12-8-1 et. seq.
New Mexico Administrative Code

The primary resources for researching administrative law in New Mexico are the New Mexico Administrative Code and the New Mexico Register.  The New Mexico Administrative Code and the New Mexico Register are published by the New Mexico Commission of Public Records – State Records Center and Archives.  The New Mexico Administrative Code (NMAC) is a compilation of current administrative rules organized by subject.  The New Mexico Administrative Code is available online at the official site of the New Mexico Administrative Code:

 http://www.nmcpr.state.nm.us/nmac/
LexisNexis  (NMADMN)

Westlaw     (NM-ADC)

New Mexico Register

As required by state law, state administrative agencies must publish in the New Mexico Register notices of rulemaking and all adopted rules, including emergency rules.  Administrative agencies also may publish descriptions of proposed rules or other administrative materials at their discretion. The New Mexico Register is available online at:


http://www.nmcpr.state.nm.us/nmregister 

Access to the Register is available online for issues published after August 15, 2001.  This website also provides access to Cumulative Indexes of the Register from 2001 – 2006.  

The New Mexico Register is also available online from Lexis: 

LexisNexis (NMRGST) from 1995

Although the New Mexico Register is NOT available on Westlaw, Westlaw does provide New Mexico regulation tracking information: 


Westlaw (NM-REGTRK)

A directory of New Mexico state administrative agencies can be found online at: http://www.newmexico.gov/AtoZ.php 
New Mexico Attorney General Opinions

New Mexico Attorney General Opinions and Advisory Letters from 1999 to the present are available online at: 

http://www.ago.state.nm.us/divs/civil/opinions/civil_opinions.htm  

LexisNexis (NMAG) from 1977
Westlaw (NM-AG) from 1977
OKLAHOMA

The Oklahoma Administrative Procedures Act and its provisions can be found at:

Okla. Stat. tit. 75 §§ 250 et seq.
Oklahoma Administrative Code

The Oklahoma Office of Administrative Rules publishes the official Oklahoma Administrative Code.  The Code contains the official compilation of agency rules and executive orders for the State of Oklahoma.  The 2006 Edition consist of 21 volumes, including a subject index.  The Code is revised annually in the form of cumulative supplements.  An official paper copy of the Code can be ordered using the form here:

http://www.sos.state.ok.us/forms/ordfrm205.pdf
The Oklahoma Secretary of State website offers the Code online for viewing at:

http://www.oar.state.ok.us/oar/codedoc02.nsf/frmMain?OpenFrameSet&Frame=Main&Src=_75tnm2shfcdnm8pb4dthj0chedppmcbq8dtmmak31ctijujrgcln50ob7ckj42tbkdt374obdcli00_
The page for searching the Code may be found at:

http://www.oar.state.ok.us/oar/codedoc02.nsf/frmMain?OpenFrameSet&Frame=Main&Src=_75tnm2shfcdnm8pb4dthj0chedppmcbq8dtmmak31ctijujrgcln50ob7ckj42tbkdt374obdcli00__
LexisNexis (OKADMN)

Westlaw (OK-ADC)

Oklahoma Register

The Oklahoma Register is a semi-monthly publication. The Registers, from November 2001, may be found on the Secretary of State’s website at:

http://www.oar.state.ok.us/oar/codedoc02.nsf/frmMain?OpenFrameSet&Frame=Main&Src=_75tnm2shfcdnm8pb4dthj0chedppmcbq8dtmmak31ctijujrgcln50ob7ckj42tbkdt374obdcli00_
The Register may also be searched at:

http://www.oar.state.ok.us/oar/codedoc02.nsf/frmMain?OpenFrameSet&Frame=Main&Src=_75tnm2shfcdnm8pb4dthj0chedppmcbq8dtmmak31ctijujrgcln50ob7ckj42tbkdt374obdcli00_
For a list of Oklahoma Agencies and links to their websites:

http://www.youroklahoma.com/agencies.php
LexisNexis (OKRGST) from 2001

Westlaw does not offer the Oklahoma Register – they do have OK-REGTRK for tracking pending and recently adopted regulations.

Oklahoma Attorney General Opinions

Oklahoma Attorney General Opinions can be found on the Attorney General’s website.  The site contains published opinions from 1948, unpublished opinion from 1969, is completely searchable and may be found at:

http://www.oklegal.onenet.net/agopinions.basic.html
LexisNexis (OKAG) from 1977

Westlaw (OK-AG) from 1977

TEXAS


The Texas Administrative Procedures Act and its provisions may be found at:

 Tex. Gov’t Code Ann. §§ 2001.001 et seq.

Texas Administrative Code

The Texas Administrative Code contains rules adopted by Texas Agencies and is arranged in subject matter order.   The Code is updated annually in softbound volumes by West Group. The Texas Secretary of State offers the Code online at:


http://info.sos.state.tx.us/pls/pub/readtac$ext.viewtac
LexisNexis (TXADMN)

Westlaw (TX-ADC) 

Texas Register

The Texas Register contains State Rules and Open Meetings.  The Register serves as the journal of state agency rulemaking for Texas. The Register is indexed quarterly and published weekly by LexisNexis.

The most current Texas Register is not searchable but may be found online at:


http://www.sos.state.tx.us/texreg/

Archived issues of the Register are searchable and hosted by the University of North Texas at:



http://texinfo.library.unt.edu/texasregister/
For a list of Texas Agencies (all 155) and links to their websites –

http://www2.tsl.state.tx.us/trail/agencies.jsp
LexisNexis (TXRGST)

Westlaw (TX-ADR) 

Texas Attorney General Opinions
Texas Attorney General Opinions, letter opinions and advisory opinions can be found on the State’s Attorney General’s website.  Opinions dating back to 1939 are available and searchable on the State’s website.  For an Index of opinions in numerical order:
http://www.oag.state.tx.us/opinopen/opindex.shtml
For the search page:

http://www.oag.state.tx.us/qfsearch/SearchServlet
Prior to 1939, Texas Attorney General Reports and Opinions can be found on microfilm/microfiche by William S. Hein & Co., Inc., Buffalo, N.Y.
The Digest of Opinions of the Attorney General can be found in print published by the Attorney General’s office.  Opinions are published periodically in loose-leaf form with a cumulative subject index. The Index to the Opinions of the Attorney General of Texas is also published annually in print by the Attorney General’s office.
LexisNexis (TXAG) from 1977
Westlaw (TX-AG) from 1977
NOTE – In Texas we use the Texas Rules of Form for citations. (Also known as the Greenbook)
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