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The 2008 AALL Annual Meeting was an exciting time and offered numerous opportunities that will benefit me in my professional career as a law librarian. This was my second year attending this annual conference as I participated in the 2007 AALL Annual Meeting in New Orleans. I arrived in Portland, Oregon on Saturday, July 12 and was very impressed with the city and attracted by its laidback atmosphere and nice weather.

David Pogue, Technology Columnist for the New York Times, spoke at the Opening General Session and provided a survey of the latest gadgets and technologies. I found this session to be informative and entertaining and felt that he was one of the best speakers at this year’s meeting although the singing at the end was a bit much. I toured the exhibit hall several times during the conference and looked for products and services offered by the various venders that may be useful to my library, particularly those dealing with tax research. I also visited some of the booths for the special interest sections of AALL.
I felt that the programs I participated in this year were beneficial. “Explore the Secret Workings of the FISA Court” was the most interesting session because it dealt with a controversial issue that affects the field of librarianship. Former FISA Court Judge Royce Lamberth and Mr. Thomas Susman from the American Bar Association engaged in a cordial debate involving the usefulness of the secret courts to help the government obtain intelligence that secures our nation versus the danger of infringing on civil liberties. 
I found “Teaching Tax Law and Other Tedious Topics: Top Tax Professors Trade Tips” to be the most the relevant program with respect to my position because I am the librarian who handles the tax research presentations for the University of Houston Law Library. This session was presented by Professor John Bogdanski and Professor Sam Donaldson (both law professors who regularly teach graduate tax courses) and included a lot of practical information. I found the program “An Exploration of the Role of Presidential Signing Statements in Legislative Histories: Analytical and Practical Considerations” to be rewarding as well. This is an important topic to me because I have given several presentations to students on researching legislative history and would briefly cover presidential signing statements if time allowed. 
I attended the Foreign, Comparative, and International Law Special Interest Section (FCIL-SIS) Business Meeting because I have an interest in foreign and international legal research. This gave me an opportunity to meet some of the members and learn more about this special interest section. The HALL/DALL/SWALL reception and the West Appreciation event allowed me to meet former colleagues as well as members from the HALL and SWALL chapters and network with other librarians. 

Despite my packed schedule I managed to take in some of the sites and attractions in Portland. The Light Rail made it possible to move across the Willamette River into downtown with ease. No trip to Portland should be complete for a librarian without dropping by Powell’s City of Books. Powell’s had the largest collection of any bookstore I’ve visited although the store was a bit hard to navigate. 
I enjoyed my trip to Portland, Oregon to attend the 2008 AALL Annual Meeting and look forward to participating in future AALL conferences. I am very grateful to SWALL for affording me this opportunity through its AALL grant program and encourage others to apply next year.
