
Changes and Opportunities. 

Life in the San Diego law library community just keeps 

getting more interesting with each passing press  release. 

With the departures of two leaders of major law libraries in 

the area ð and the recent arrival of a new director in town 

ð the shake up is on the level of an 8.0 trembler! This on 

top of an economic struggle in the private firm sector that 

has seen the departure nationwide of just under 6000 

associates from the larger firms alone, and  that has left the 

leadership of most firms uneasy in the management 

experience. 

If you have not already heard, Bob Riger has left SDCPLL 

and Karla Castetter has announced her resignation form the directorship of the TJSL  

law library effective January 1st. Karl Gruben has only sat down in his new directorõs 

chair at USD in July.  What a rollercoaster ride this has become! 

This is a  time to reflect on the great strengths of our community, as well as to celebrate 

the accomplishment of our individual members.  Never has the theme  Celebrate! 

Communicate! become more meaningful and vital than at this time. Celebration is in 

order to mark the achievements of those departing after years of devoted service, and 

to welcome the future contributions of a new director.  At the same time, 

communication will become a very important concept as we participate in the next 

steps for our professional community 

This is a time to be serious and alert.  Without open, honest communication on all 

levels ð among the staffs of these institutions about what kind of leader they want to 

succeed Bob and Karla; among the law librarians in San Diego about the nature of what 

makes a good leader and our commitment to supporting the leaders of theses 

organization; and among the regional professionals in our library and legal communities 

about who would be best fit for taking us into the next phase of the library frontier ð 

our futures will be tested, altered and transformed.  Whether that occurs in a positive 

way or not is up to us. 

This is a test of the strength of our chapter. Have we nurtured and supported our  own 

to be ready to take on the leadership and vision demanded of these positions?  Or will 

we have to look elsewhere to bring in new blood, new ideas, and new consequences for 

the staid, stable and perhaps complacent San Diego law library culture.? 

SANDALL certainly has it good here. We canõt have our cake and eat it too. If we 

arenõt prepared to take the deep breath necessary to take the plunge into higher 

leadership roles, we will lose them to other ð just as capable, Iõm sure ð individuals 

from outside the county.  We have the talent.  We  have the experience. We have the 

vision right here in our own members. This is my call to you: in my last few years in 

this profession, I have attained the highest professional position our chapter can offer. 

If I can do it, so can you.  Challenge yourself.  Be bold.  We need you to step up and 
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lead us. 

Because if you donõt, somebody else will.  And wouldnõt that  be a shame? 

I hope to see all of you at the Holiday Party at the  Santa Fe Room in Balboa park  on December 11th.  I see all the emails concerning 

the details of the party. A great deal of work and imagination is going into the preparations so that we will have the perfect venue to 

celebrate and communicate our great camaraderie and solidarity as  leaders in librarianship. Each one of us is a leader in our own right. 

I celebrate you all! 
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Succeed in the New Law Firm Library RealityñLearn the Business Side of the Firm with AALLõs 
December Webinar 
 
Whether a brief but painful aberration or a whole new world for law firms, the economic events of the past year have been cataclys-
mic for the legal community. In order to understand the implications for firm libraries and librarians, it is important to understand 
the business side of law firms and how administrators view the library. 
 
Join Barry Strauss, executive director of Wiley Rein, as he shares his insight on what it takes to be successful in the new law firm 
reality. Succeed in the New Law Firm Library Reality will take place on December 9 at 12 pm Eastern. A panel of firm librarians 
will ask Strauss specific questions to get to the heart of the issues. Webinar participants will also have an opportunity to contribute 
questions during the session. 
 
Participants will build knowledge and understanding in the areas of law firm business models, law firm administrative realities, and 
how administrators view the library. Participants will gain a better understanding of the business side of law firms and learn how to 
better position themselves and their services in the new law firm reality. 
 
Register by December 2. 
 
(webinar description link: http://www.aallnet.org/calendar/eventdisplay.asp?eid=301; registration link: http://
www.regonline.com/Checkin.asp?EventId=788154) 

Member News: 
 
Congratulations to Karla Castetter, Thomas Jefferson School of Law Library Director 

who has recently announced her impending retirement.  Here is the announcement sent to 

TJSL faculty and staff by Rudy Hasl at the beginning of this month: 

I wanted to share some news that will have an impact on our entire community. After 26 years as 

Library Director for Western State University and Thomas Jefferson School of Law, Karla Castetter 

has decided to resign from her position and from the faculty, effective January 1, 2010. There will be 

occasions in the next few months to celebrate her accomplishments over the past years. All of us will 

miss her professionalism in the management of the library and her wonderful collegiality. She has 

determined that this is the right time for her to leave the School because she has in place an excellent 

staff and the transition should be as smooth as possible. I speak on behalf of the faculty, staff, stu-

dents, and graduates in thanking her for her dedicated service, in wishing her well for the future, and 

in expressing our sadness in her departure. 

http://www.aallnet.org/calendar/eventdisplay.asp?eid=301
http://www.regonline.com/Checkin.asp?EventId=788154
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*** A Starry Night ***  

Friday, December 11, 2009 

6:30-9:30 

 

Balboa Park Club Santa Fe Room 

 

Dress Code: Dress Your Best! 
(Formal Prom Attire Encouraged) 

Directions and Parking: 
Take Hwy 163 south to Park Blvd, go left at the stop light then left onto Presidentôs Way, which is the next stop light. Continue 

to the stop sign where you can go straight to park in the Pan American Plaza parking lot or make a right and park in the Organ 

Pavilion lot. 

The Balboa Park Club is located in the South Palisades area of Balboa Park, just north of the Puppet Theatre. 

More parking is available in the adjacent lots that are located behind the Hall of Champions and the Starlight Bowl  

Children's Holiday Book Drive: In addition to the fun and games, we will also gladly accept any used 

or new childrenôs books. The Social Responsibility Team and the San Diego County Public Law 

Library are partnering, once again, to collect books for 6th graders to donate to UPLIFTôs Kids at Heart 

Program, a program dedicated to tutoring and mentoring low-income children. Attached is a list of 

suggested books you may donate. Please feel free to contact Benita at: (619) 685-6552 or Debra at: 

(760) 940-4386 for more information.  

Online registration available via Eventbrite: 

http://www.eventbrite.com/event/482802074  

http://www.eventbrite.com/event/482802074
http://www.eventbrite.com/event/482802074

