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Springing into Action 
 
y the time you read this, the 
MALL Legal Research Insti-
tute will be completed. Ably 

led by Vic Garces and his commit-
tee, the Institute featured stellar 
speakers and covered major legal 
research topics across eight weeks 
of courses. Special thanks to Mary 
Wells for handling registration and 
to West Publishing for providing 
refreshments for the last two ses-
sions. 
 
But the Legal Research Institute 
was just the beginning of MALL’s 
busiest time of the year. Be sure to 
mark May 16 on your calendars for 
the annual MALL Spring Confer-
ence at William Mitchell College of 
Law. The day will feature the tradi-
tional breakfast and business meet-
ing and members can get out for 
lunch on their own at one of the 
many fine restaurants near the col-
lege. Keep an eye on the MALL 
web site and the listserv for more 
information about the educational 
offerings. 
 
That same week, Paul Healey will 
be presenting “Legal Research 
@Your Library” to public librari-
ans in Wadena, St. Cloud, Roches-
ter, and Mankato. This is the final 

product of the LSTA Grant Aimée 
Blatz obtained last year. We’re look-
ing forward to a good turnout for 
these workshops. If you know public 
librarians near any of the training 
sites, be sure to encourage them to 
sign up! 
 
Donna Trimble and the Grants Com-
mittee have been hard at work adver-
tising the availability of scholarship 
and grant opportunities to MALL 
members. She is well on her way to 
fulfilling her promise to spend all the 
money allotted to the committee. 
Again, visit the web site to check on 
the applicable deadlines.  We’ll look 
forward to her full report at the Spring 
Conference. 
  
Finally, I’m proud to report that the 
MALL membership in attendance at 
the February 18 meeting did us proud 
by voting to match and then exceed 
the challenge issued by the Southern 
California Association of Law Librar-
ies (SCALL) in donating to the 
George M. Strait Scholarship fund. 
SCALL contributed $1500 to the fund 
with the challenge to other chapters to 
meet that amount. MALL voted to do-
nate $2000 and re-issued a challenge 
back to SCALL to increase their do-
nation as well. 

 
Visit Our Web Site  
 
www.aallnet.org/chapter/
mall 
 
MALL Listserv  
 
To subscribe, point your 
browser  to:  
http://aallnet.org/mailman/

listinfo/mall-l 
 
Post  messages to: 

mall-l@aallnet.org 
firstname lastname 

Newsletter 

(Continued) 

http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/mall
http://aallnet.org/mailman/listinfo/mall-l
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On a personal note, sincere 
thanks to the many MALL 
members who expressed sympa-
thy via e-mail, phone or card af-
ter the recent death of my 
mother. I am always proud to be 
a member of MALL—in recent 
days I have also been grateful to 
be a member.  Thank you.  § 

 
Volunteer in Seattle 
 
We need you! Join the group of 
interesting and dedicated people 
volunteering their time to help 
make the 2003 Annual Meeting a 
great success. Volunteers really 
help the conference run smoothly, 
and it's a lot of fun. 
 
How can you help? There are a 
variety of activities available—
pick the ones that interest you 
most. For example: 
 

♦ Meet new people and see 
old friends while working 
at the Registration Desk 

♦ Write articles for the daily 
newspaper, "Coffee Talk" 

♦ Ηelp stuff conference tote 
bags (Friday, July 11) 

♦ Take tickets and seat indi-
viduals at the Association 
luncheon and closing ban-
quet 

♦ Work with children at the 
Family Social Hour 
(Saturday, July 12) 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 
Nothing says spring in Minnesota like the Spring MALL Conference, and this year the annual meet-
ing is scheduled for Friday, May 16th. 
 
The Conference will take place at the William Mitchell College of Law. The daylong session will be-
gin with a breakfast and business meeting, and will conclude with a reception. You will be given suf-
ficient time between the morning and afternoon sessions to have lunch at one of the many fine restau-
rants within easy walking distance of William Mitchell. Watch for complete registration details soon. 
 

Mary Rumsey and Elvira Embser-Herbert, on behalf of the MALL Education Committee 

 
Please complete the Volunteer 
Opportunities Form available on 
the AALL website (http://www.
aallnet.org/committee/local03/) 
and in the Preliminary Program by 
June 1, 2003, and fax/send/email 
it to: 
 
Ann Hemmens 
University of Washington 
Gallagher Law Library 
1100 NE Campus Pkwy. 
Seattle, WA 98105 
FAX: 206.685.2165  
PHONE: 206.543.7672 
 
 
Financial FYI 
 
The MALL money market ac-
count is now being managed by 
the newly re-created Piper Jaffray, 
which was spun off by parent 
company US Bancorp in Febru-
ary. Piper pledges to continue its 
heritage of service, expertise, and 
security as this transition is com-
pleted.  § 

http://www.aallnet.org/committee/local03


http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/mall/directory.htm
http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/mall/mbrform.pdf


http://www.aallnet.org/sis/cssis/csgrtmod2.htm
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MALL Exchange Committee 
Timothy H. Baland, Chair  
 
Do you have any legal materials that you are 
ready to discard?  Are you ready to toss that ex-
tra digest or reporter that is just taking up valu-
able space?  Did you know that someone else 
might actually be looking for the very item that 
you are hauling out to the dumpster right now?  
How can you let other people know about legal 
materials that you would like to give away?  
The answer is the MALL Exchange Commit-
tee. 
 
The MALL Exchange Committee provides a forum 
for advertising legal materials that institutions, 
organizations, and individuals would like to do-
nate or sell. We also advertise for items that 
you or your library may need. When you contact 
the Exchange Committee, we will ask you to pro-
vide information on the title, author, volume, 
date, and condition of the item(s) that you have 
available. We will also ask for your contact in-
formation so that persons interested in the items 
that you are advertising will be able to contact 
you. Items that are available will be advertised 
on the MALL Listserv, on the Exchange Com-
mittee section of the MALL web site and, if ap-
propriate, in the MALL Newsletter.   
 
To advertise your materials through MALL Ex-
change, please contact Timothy H. Baland at 
the Minnesota State Law Library, Room G45, 
Minnesota Judicial Center, 25 Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd. G25, St. Paul, MN 
55155-6102.  Telephone: 651.297.7659.  Fax: 
651.296.6740. E-Mail: Timothy.H.Baland@courts.
state.mn.us. 
 
For the most timely notification of Exchange 
materials, subscribe to the MALL Listserv by 
visiting the MALL web site.  Simply complete 
the subscription form provided. You may also 
view advertisements by visiting the Exchange Com-
mittee  page.  § 

CONELL: Creating Connections 
 in Florida 
David Zopfi-Jordan 
University of Minnesota Law Library 
 

ONELL, the conference of newer law librari-
ans, is held every year at the American Asso-
ciation of Law Libraries (AALL) annual 

meeting as a way to introduce newer law librarians 
to the organization, to it leaders, and to each other. 
 
I attended the 2002 AALL annual meeting in Or-
lando Florida. Filling out the AALL registration 
form was new and confusing. All the abbreviation 
codes tripped me up, since they were new to me, 
especially the part where I had to check the box for 
which library group I belong to (i.e. TS, RIPS, 
PLL). Another box on the registration form was a 
choice of vegetarian or kosher meals. I eat meat so 
I chose Kosher even though I’m Presbyterian, not 
realizing I should have just left it blank and I 
would have received a non-Kosher, non-vegetarian 
meal. A consideration for next year’s registration 
form would be to include several choices such as 
vegetarian, Kosher, no–sugar, low salt, or standard 
meal to help others like me along in the process.  
 
After registering and getting an e-mail confirma-
tion of attendance, I needed a flight and hotel. I 
called the number on the registration form right 
away. I set up the hotel and flight and charged 
them to my VISA. I wasn’t sure how or when this 
was going to be paid for but I was ready to GO!   
 
As the July convention date approached, I felt 
nervous and excited, kind of like meeting the in-
laws for the first time. You want to make a good 
impression and but worry that all may not go well. 
Deciding what to pack was not easy. I didn’t know 
if I needed to dress casually, professionally or 
both. I packed both types to be sure.  
 
Well, the day finally arrived. I boarded the air-
plane for my flight to Florida, and the ride was un-
eventful. Upon landing in Orlando, the monorail 

http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/mall/exchange.htm
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carried me from the concourse to the terminal. I 
needed transportation to the hotel so I asked 
someone where I could find a ride. They di-
rected me to the Mears transportation area out-
side with lots of vehicles coming and going 
quickly. The shuttle driver told me I needed to 
get a ticket from the ticket booth first and I 
should go inside and purchase my ticket from 
the booth below the Big “M”. Upon re-entering 
the airport terminal I immediately found a Big 
“M.” However, that  “M” was for the men’s 
restroom. I hoped that this was not the right 
place, because I didn’t want to buy a ticket 
there. So I continued my search, “M”, “M”, 
umm.  Ah ha, I finally saw the “M”ears Shuttle 
sign and I purchased my ticket there. I went out-
side in the heat and humidity to wait for the next 
shuttle going to my hotel.   
 
The CONELL meeting was in the fancy five star 
hotel called The Peabody. The conference room 
was huge but inviting. The people at the regis-
tration table outside the conference room wel-
comed the other attendees and me. The gentle-
man who gave me my conference program book 
was kind and friendly. A nice continental break-
fast was waiting for us inside. The group was a 
mix of seasoned AALL members and about 80 
new law librarians attending the conference for 
the first time. Gulp—so many people. Little did 
I know that with the number of people who 
would be at the convention the next day, 80 was 
just a drop in the bucket. 
 
Once we were seated Suzanne Thorpe, Mentor-
ing Committee Chair and my boss, welcomed 
all of us. This helped make the session very spe-
cial for me. Next, Barbara Bintliff, the president 

of AALL, spoke. She enlightened us on the roots, 
foundation, and history of the organization as well as 
its purpose, meaning and mission. Victoria Trotta, 
Chair of the Annual Meeting Program Committee, 
and Frank Houdek, the LLJ Editor, spoke next. I en-
joyed their advice and guidance on what to do and 
what to avoid, and gained wisdom from their experi-
ences.   
 
I appreciated the mixers which helped break the ice. 
I especially enjoyed the ice bucket name hunt in 
which everyone’s name was put on a separate piece 
of paper placed in one of two ice buckets. Then the 
participants each picked a name from a bucket and 
had to go in search of the “pickee” and find out in-
formation about this person. As a librarian hunting, 
searching, and successfully finding is a rewarding 
part of the job. The top ten-countdown game show 
was also fun and the prizes were a hoot.   
 
Next, the CONELL attendees had many questions 
for the “veteran” attendees, such as which committee 
meeting are the best for us to attend and what do 
some of these new abbreviations mean. The advice 
from the “veteran” attendees was helpful. However, 
the veterans looked more like boomers or gen-xer’s 
to me! 
 
We also participated in “Ask the Experts” where 
seasoned law librarians gave us insight into the prac-
tice of our profession. The “Marketplace” is where 
we found out about different committees within the 
organization. The freebies were great, with lots more 
of them coming the next day—things that my kid 
and I would both enjoy.   
 
After these sessions, the stream of people from 
CONELL headed straight for the buses to take us to 
the White Wolf Café and Orlando Museum of Art. 
The White Wolf Café had a warm and welcoming 
feel. The food was delicious and the conversations 
were great.  We filled up the restaurant completely. I 
sat next to a bubbly and entertaining LEXIS repre-
sentative.  
After lunch we went to the Orlando Museum of Art. 
The variety of paintings, artifacts and sculptures pro-
vided something for everyone’s taste. As things 
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New Business 
 

Looking for Program Ideas/Speakers for the 
            MLA Conference 

President Westwood announced that MLA 
was once again looking for someone to offer 
a legal program at their conference this year.  
Interested speakers should talk to Vic 
Garces or Mary Rumsey.   

 
VIPs for AALL 2003 
President Westwood stressed the importance 
of exposing those outside of law librarian-
ship to our profession and called for a small 
committee to pick VIPs for the upcoming 
AALL annual meeting in Seattle, WA.  Af-
ter relaying a number of past VIPS that 
MALL has sent to AALL, she noted that the 
national chapter would cover registration for 
up to two people. 
 
Call for Monetary Support of the George A. 
Strait Minority Scholarship 
President Westwood read exerts from a let-
ter written by AALL President, Carol Avery 
Nicholson, which challenged chapters to 
make a similar contribution to Southern 
California Association of Law Libraries’ 
pledge of $1,500 to the George A. Strait Mi-
nority Scholarship Fund.  Vic Garces moved 
that our chapter make a similar $1,500 con-
tribution, based on the health of our treas-
ury, the cause itself, and to support Marvin 
Anderson as he chairs this endeavor.  
Pauline Afuso amended that to state that in 
addition to matching SCALLs contribution, 

 
MALL Business Meeting Minutes 

 
 February 18, 2003 

William Mitchell Law School 
 

Call to Order 
The business meeting was called to order by 
President Karen Westwood at 5:45 p.m. 
 
Approval of May and October Business Meeting 
Minutes 
The attendees approved the May 2002 minutes.  
October 2002 minutes will be published in the 
next newsletter and brought for approval at the 
annual spring meeting. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Carrie Long reported the balance of MALL’s 
checking and money market accounts. 
 
Status Report on Legal Research Institute 
Vic Garces reported on the high turnout for the 
winter Mall Legal Bibliography Institute and 
noted the great programs that had been done thus 
far. He encouraged members to get the word out 
to their colleagues about the remaining programs 
that will be running through March. 
 
Other announcements/reports 
There were no other reports from MALL commit-
tees. 

slowed down we had an opportunity to talk and 
find out more about each other. It was a great 
place to socialize. 
 
  In retrospect, I am glad that I and the other new 
attendees were given the opportunity to be intro-
duced to the world of the AALL conference 
through the CONELL program.  Regardless if 
you are a Boomer, Gen-xer or Nexter attending 
the CONELL conference will be time well spent.  
The CONELL program prepared us and will pre-
pare you to understand the bigger picture and 
what to expect during the conference.  §  
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 we challenge them to raise it, given that 
they are a larger chapter. Nina Platt then 
offered that we make a straight $2000 
award to the scholarship fund.  After 
further discussion of MALL’s current 
treasury status, the members unani-
mously approved the donation of $2000 
to the Strait Minority Scholarship, with 
a challenge to SCALL to raise their 
contribution.   
 

Congratulations to Nina Platt and Staff of Fae-
gre & Benson Library 
 
President Westwood concluded the night by 
congratulation Nina Platt and her staff on win-
ning the SLA Innovations in Technology 
award. 
 
Adjournment 
 
The business meeting was adjourned at 6:03 p.
m.  The educational program started with 
Cathy Lemann, Secretary of the AALL Execu-

Another Minnesota First 
Pat Connelly 
State Law Library Intern 

   
id you know that the first woman state li-
brarian in the nation was Minnesota’s 
Louisa F. Goodwin (1865-1867)?While 

working on an archiving project at the Minnesota 
State Law Library, I have spent part of the past two 
months investigating this Minnesota historic first. 
From an 1876 U.S. Bureau of Education publication, 
Public Libraries in the United States of America: 
Their History, Condition, and Management, I 
learned in Chapter XII, “State and Territorial Librar-
ies,” written by Henry A. Homes, that at least five 
states had a woman state librarian. Realizing that 
Minnesota had not been included in the five states 
listed, I began the research to establish whether Min-
nesota’s first woman State Librarian, Louisa Good-
win (1865), was indeed the earliest nationwide. My 
survey included all thirteen original states, and those 
additional states admitted to the Union prior to Min-
nesota’s admission in 1858 The results of my re-
search established that Minnesota’s first woman 
State Librarian was the first in the U.S. The follow-
ing list provides the names and appointment dates of 
the six earliest woman state librarians in the nation: 
 
MINNESOTA -------Mrs. Louisa F. Goodwin (1865) 
 
MICHIGAN ------------Harriet A. Tanney (1869) 
 
TENNESSEE ----------Mrs. Paralee Haskell (1871) 
 

tive Board, speaking on the current happen-
ings of AALL and concluded with Bill Jack, 
Susan Catterall, George Jackson, Liz Robb, 
and Jeanette Woessner’s presentation of elec-
tronic research alternatives to LexisNexis and 
Westlaw. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  

 Carrie Long,  
 MALL Secretary/Treasurer 
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 IOWA --------------------------Ada North (1872) 
 
WHO WAS LOUISA F. GOODWIN? 
 
From the official documents surrounding her ap-
pointment as Minnesota’ State Librarian on 
March 3, 1865, one learns a number of bio-
graphical facts. Governor Stephen Miller’s letter 
of nomination addressed to the President of the 
Senate introduced the nominee as “Mrs. Louisa 
F. Goodwin of Owatonna, the widow of Lieut. 
Goodwin of the Fourth Minnesota Regiment, 
who fell at the Battle of Vicksburg.” In Governor 
Miller’s March 3, 1865 letter to Mrs. Goodwin 
informing her of the Senate’s consent to her 
nomination, one learns that she was offered the 
position for one year at a salary of four hundred 
dollars. She was requested to inform the Gover-
nor of her acceptance of the offer, and to report 
as early as convenient after such acceptance. 
From the two thousand-dollar bond that Louisa 
Goodwin posted to guarantee her faithful dis-
charge of the duties of the State Librarian, it ap-
pears that she accepted the position on the same 
day it was offered to her, March 3, 1865. The 
bond was witnessed on March 20, 1865, in Ram-
sey County by Pennock Pusey, acting State Li-
brarian from 1863-1864 for Robert F. Fisk, and J. 
Fletcher Williams, Executive Private Secretary 
for Governor Miller. 
 
From the 1860 Minnesota Census, I learned that 
Louisa Goodwin was married to James A. Good-
win, a landowning farmer in Owatonna. Their 
real property was valued at two thousand dollars, 
and their personal property was valued at two 
hundred dollars. At the time of the 1860 Census, 
Louisa was twenty-eight years old, and her hus-
band James was thirty-eight years old. Before 
moving to Minnesota both James and Louisa 
lived in Maine. The 1860 Minnesota Census did 
not contain the date of the Maine to Minnesota 
move.  
 
 
 

INDIANA -------------Mrs. Sarah A. Oren 
(1873) 
 
KENTUCKY ---------Cornelia Bush (1876) 

WAS THE APPOINTMENT OF MINNESOTA’S 
FIRST WOMAN STATE LIBRARIAN IN 1865 
NEWSWORTHY? 
 
From a careful examination of the St. Paul Pioneer 
newspaper from March 3, 1865 to March 31, 1865, not 
a single headline reported this Minnesota historic first. 
Not even a single note or footnote reported the appoint-
ment of Louisa F. Goodwin as Minnesota’s first woman 
State Librarian. In fact, the Steele County Historical So-
ciety reports no coverage of the event in the local Owa-
tonna press in 1865. As my research continues, it will 
be interesting to compare and contrast the press cover-
age of State Librarian appointments prior to the historic 
appointment of Louisa Goodwin in 1865. 
 
Aside from the fact that Louisa Goodwin’s appointment 
was a historic first, the controversial events surrounding 
her selection would have alone made this an event wor-
thy of press coverage. From the official correspondence 
of Governor Stephen Miller, one learns that she was the 
Governor’s second choice for the State Librarian posi-
tion.  Governor Miller’s first choice was his Executive 
Private Secretary, George H. Oakes, who had been car-
rying out the duties of State Librarian for almost a year 
since the resignation of Dewitt C. Smith on May 4, 
1864. Through an unusual turn of events, the Minnesota 
State Senate rejected Governor Miller’s nomination of 
Oakes. The very next day, Governor Miller nominated 
Goodwin and her nomination was immediately ac-
cepted. Note that George Oakes, the Governor’s first 
choice, resigned on March 3. It seems that the unusual 
events surrounding the appointment of Louisa Goodwin 
as State Librarian would whet the appetite of any con-
troversy-smelling journalist eager to write a headline-
grabbing article on Minnesota politics. 
 
Some additional facts about Goodwin can be gleaned 
from her two annual reports to the Minnesota State Leg-
islature, Sessions 1866 and 1867. In both these reports, 
she resonated the present day concerns about insuffi-
cient funding for libraries. We also know that Louisa 
changed her last name from Goodwin to Jones some-
time between December 5, 1865, and December 5, 
1866. Also, when she wrote her letter of resignation as 
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State Librarian to Governor Marshall on March 7, 1867, she signed her name as Louisa G. Jones. On 
March 16, 1867 Governor Marshall writes to L.F. Jones, State Librarian informing her that he accepted 
her letter of resignation. Unfortunately, at present, little information is known about the post-resignation 
life of Minnesota’s and the nation’s first woman State Librarian.  § 

The Internet Column BILL JACK 
William Mitchell College  of Law 

You get what you pay for 
 

ometimes “free” is not good enough. Yes, 
we can obtain court opinions or statutes or 
regulations for free on the Web, as long as 

we know beforehand which opinion or statute or 
regulation it is that we want, and as long as we 
are content to rely on slip opinions or unofficial 
versions of statutes. It’s another thing to per-
form genuine legal issues research on the Web 
(i.e., “find cases that discuss….”), and it’s yet 
another thing to find secondary resources on the 
Web.   
 
For that, we need to go online with Lexis or 
Westlaw, right? Well, yes and no. We love the 
comprehensiveness, currency, authority, helpful-
ness, and precision (i.e., terms and connectors 
searching) of these programs, but we can’t al-
ways afford them. That’s when we turn to low-
cost alternatives. 
 
“Stand-Alone” programs 
 
Here are some of the most frequently used or 
cited: 
  

Fastcase:  http://www.fastcase.com  
  
Lawprobe:  http://www.lawprobe.com/ 
  
Loislaw.com:  http://www.loislaw.com  
  
National Law Library:  http://www.
itislaw.com 

  
QuickLaw America:  http://www.qlamerica.
com/index.html 
 
RegScanLaw:  http://law.regscan.com  
 
TheLaw.net:  http://www.thelaw.net/ 
  

            VersusLaw:  http://www.versuslaw.com 
 
Of these, Loislaw is my favorite (good searching, in-
cludes Aspen treatises), while thelaw.net seems to be 
the cheapest and perhaps the least helpful. Each pro-
gram varies in scope and offers various databases in 
various subscription plans, thereby making compari-
sons a challenge. Some colleagues have reported that 
since LexisNexis-Butterworths acquired QuickLaw, 
the program is no longer accepting new subscribers. 
 
How to rate/compare these programs 
 
Good places to start are the LexNotes Review Index 
at http://www.lexnotes.com/reviews.shtml and 

Bill Jack speaking 
about alternatives to 
LexisNexis and Westlaw 
at the February meeting  

http://www.qlamerica.com/index.html
http://law.regscan.com
http://www.thelaw.net
http://www.versuslaw.com
http://www.lexnotes.com/reviews.shtml
http://www.fastcase.com
http://www.lawprobe.com
http://www.loislaw.com
http://www.itislaw.com
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law with a credit card” option on the lower left side 
of the page at http://www.westlaw.com.  For $12, 
you can perform a “find” for court opinions, stat-
utes or regulations, and you can KeyCite them too. I 
expect that someday soon, FindLaw will provide 
more of a segue from “free” to “fee” for West (as 
LexisOne does for Lexis), and perhaps soon West 
will allow free terms and connectors searching of 
some of the content of some of its databases, as 
does LexisOne. 
 
“Practice-Area-Specific” Programs 
 
Vendors who began supplementing their print prod-
ucts with CD-ROM programs years ago have now 
moved onto the Web, and their flat-fee online prod-
ucts can be a bargain.  RIA’s CheckPoint (http://
www.riahome.com/) is an alternative to Westlaw 
and Lexis, and it may fulfill 90-95% of a tax profes-
sional’s research needs. CCH (http://www.cch.
com/) similarly offers its health law, tax, and labor 
materials online. As does BNA (http://www.bna.
com/). The pricing of these offerings is often tied 
with subscriptions to print publications, and reports 
persist that vendors can be flexible on pricing. Of 
course, when considering cost, we must remember 

Halverson’s analysis on LLRX (http://www.llrx.
com/features/alternatives.htm), although the lat-
ter is now quite dated.  There is probably no al-
ternative to the laborious process of creating a 
table that shows the relative offerings and costs 
of each service, in relation to the needs that you 
want met. The Southern California Online Users 
Group Rating Scale (Database Searcher, vol. 6, 
no. 8, October 1990, pp. 18-24) may prove help-
ful. 
 
“Free” Programs Offering  
“Fee” Upgrades 
 
Major vendors are working on ways to offer 
their products to a wider consumer base without 
cutting into profits.  LexisOne, I think, repre-
sents four programs in one:   
 
♦ A portal to free Web resources.  There’s 

an excellent grid leading to various free le-
gal resources at http://www.lexisone.com/
legalresearch/legalguide/legal_guide_index.
html;  

 
♦ Lexis content for free.  Free, sophisticated 

searching of recent caselaw available, after 
sign-up, at http://www.lexisone.com;  

 
♦ Lexis content via credit card.  After you 

find your case, you can take out your credit 
card and Shepardize the case for $4.25—no 
subscription required. This is a bargain, par-
ticularly because the citators available in 
Loislaw, etc., are so time-consuming and 
imprecise; and  

 
♦ Greater access to Lexis content.  There’s 

the opportunity to sign up for access to vari-
ous Lexis databases for a flat fee at http://
www.lexisone.com/specialoffer/getOffer?
action=mainIndex&loc=L1E.  

 
Westlaw too offers access to some of its data-
bases without a subscription, but I’m surprised 
(or maybe not so surprised) that West hasn’t 
publicized this much. There’s an “Access West-

http://www.lexisone.com/legalresearch/legalguide/legal_guide_index.html
http://www.lexisone.com
http://www.westlaw.com
http://www.lexisone.com/specialoffer/getOffer?action=mainIndex&loc=L1E
http://www.riahome.com
http://www.cch.com
http://www.bna.com
http://www.llrx.com/features/alternatives.htm
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that the ability to charge the 
costs of using a flat-rate pro-
gram to a client may differ 
from what we do with pay-per-
use programs (such as Lexis 
and Westlaw). 
 
It’s wonderful that such alter-
natives exist, but they can com-
plicate our lives. In addition to 
deciding which is the best pro-
gram or set of programs for 
each of us, we must consider 
ways to notify users of the pro-
grams and then to train them. 
Also, many of the programs en-
tail time-consuming processes 
for user ID and password man-
agement. Some, such as Quick-
Law and thelaw.net, addition-
ally require downloading soft-
ware onto each user’s com-
puter. 
 
It is a curse to live in interest-
ing times. Vendors are compet-
ing with themselves, in the 
sense that LexisOne offers 
Lexis products at a cheaper 
price. It’s interesting too when 
one vendor owns more than one 

product that offers some of the 
same content in different databases 
and at different prices. Need a re-
cent article on a tax issue? Con-
sider West Group, Westlaw, Find-
Law, Dialog, Gale Group, RIA 
CheckPoint, for instance—all part 
of Thomson. And watch Wolters-
Kluwer, now that they have CCH 
and Aspen and LoisLaw.  § 
 
 

 
Awards, Grants and 
Scholarships  
Committee 
 
Donna Trimble, Chair 

 
ach year MALL provides a 
$1,000 scholarship to a 
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member enrolled in a degree-
granting program that is either li-
brary-related or law-related.  Ap-
plicants must have been a MALL 
member for the past 12 months 
and be half way through their pro-
gram by the end of the term in 
which they apply.  
 
Each year MALL also offers 
grants to its members for educa-
tional purposes. Grants are in-
tended for use by members to at-
tend programs that they otherwise 
may not be able to attend. Grants 
may be used to help cover the 
costs for attending a wide variety 
of programs including MALL pro-
grams, job-related continuing edu-
cation programs, workshops, or 
conferences, including the SLA 
and AALL Annual Meetings.   
 
Applicants must be a current 
MALL member. All grant recipi-
ents are required to write an arti-
cle about the program attended for 
the MALL Newsletter within two 
months following the program. § 
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