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the revision of the Minnesota Statutes 1980, proposed revisions for  Minnesota 
Statutes 1982, and proposed plans for  the recanpilation, publication and draft-  
ing of Minnesota Rules in 1982. For the benefit of those members who could not 
attend, I shall  attempt t o  sumarize the discussion. 

Eight years prior to Minnesota's admission t o  statehood on May 11, 1858, t he  
f i r s t  volume of the Session Laws of the Territory of Minnesota for  1849 was 
published i n  1850. This volume included the Laws of Wisconsin tha t  were then 
in force in the Minnesota Territory. These Wisconsin Laws were then incorpo- 
rated into the Revised Statutes -- of the Territor,y - of Minnesota 1851, the f i r s t  
compil3tion of laws enacted by the legislature.  

Following 1851, several commissions were established a t  various times by the  
legislature t o  recompile the s t a t e ' s  s ta tutes ,  and recompi ns were pub1 ished 
in 1858, 1866, 1906, 1913, and in 1924. 

I n  1939, the Minnesota Legislature passed a law creating f ice  of the Revisor 
of the Statutes under the jurisdiction of the Minnesota Supreme Cour t  t o  write a 
new compilation ent i t led "Minnesota Statutes" and t o  write revisions on a contin- 
ual basis eliminating the need for periodic commissions and mass revision projects. 
Due to  textual problems, the new o f f i ce ' s  f i r s t  revision, Minnesota Statutes 1941, 
was never enacted into law. A second document, Minnesota Statutes 1945, was pre- 
pared and enacted by the Minnesota Legislature in 1945 and published in 1946 as a 
cumulative and off ic ia l  recompilation of the s ta tutes .  Since 1945, the Revisor's 
Office has been revising the text  of Minnesota Statutes as enacted. I n  addition 
to  compiling and edit ing,  the Revisor's Office began t o  publish the session laws 
and the s ta tutes  in 1969. 

The changes in the 1980 edition of the s ta tutes  have resulted in par t  from infor- 
mation obtained from a survey undertaken by the editorial  s ta f f  of the Revisor's 
Office and conducted by Anderson and Berdie t o  determine who uses the  s ta tutes .  
The survey indicated that  members or  employees of the legislature accounted for 
19 percent of the use; employees of s ta te  governmental agencies accounted for  
20 percent; county and ci ty  off icers  and employees for  26 percent; public 
l ibrar ies  for  16 percent, attorneys in private practice for  9 percent; educators 
for  3 percent; and others accounted for 7 percent of the use. 

The survey also indicated that  a majority of the users used the s t a t e  publication 
of the s ta tutes  on a daily basis as a quick reference source for the  text of the 
s ta tutes .  I n  f ac t ,  two-thirds of the users did not maintain copies of the 
Minnesota Statutes Annotated by West Publishing Company and indicated tha t  they 
did not have a need for  case annotations. 

Since many users indicated the need, a statutory cross reference table,  table  I 1  
in Volurne 10, b.hich converts a session law reTerence of an a c t  t o  s statutory 
reference, was added to the 1980 edition. 9any users indicated problems i n  
photocopying the large volumes as well as problems with the small typoyaphic 
brint form. So, the volumes were reduced i n  s ize and the p r i n t  format was in- 
creased in s ize  rri-ich resulted in a ten volume se t .  Many users indicated the 
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Many users ind ica ted  t h a t  the  index was inadequate. I t  was found t h a t  the cur ren t  
index t o  Minnesota Statutes was modeled a f te r  the 1923 index t o  Mason's Minnesota 
Statutes and s ince t h a t  time has been added t o  and worked on by over 100 people 
who n e i t h e r  had formal t r a i n i n g  i n  indexing nor u t i l i z e d  a  cons is ten t  or uniform 

t o r y  mater ia l .  

p rov id ing  s t y l e  and form redra f ts  t o  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  s i m p l i f y  the 
language i n  the  s ta tu tes .  Improvements w i l l  cont inue t o  be made i n  subsequent 
ed i t i ons  t o  serve the needs of the l a y  pub1 i c ,  the governmental agencies and 
subdivisions, and the p r a c t i c i n g  bench and bar. 

The second p a r t  o f  the  discussion concerned the Minnesota Rules. As most o f  yeu 
are  already aware, Chapter 615 of the  1980 Minnesota session laws d i r e c t s  t h e  
Revisor t o  formulate a  plan for  the compilat ion and pub l i ca t i on  o f  t h e  Minnesota 
Sta te  Rules o f  the  various s t a t e  agencies i n  a  manner convenient f o r  pub l i c  use. 
Since most o f  you are already acute ly  aware o f  the numerous defects i n  MCAR, I 
s h a l l  n o t  e laborate on tha t  p a r t  o f  M r .  Cross's discussion, except t o  i nd i ca te  
t h a t  I found i t amusing tha t  the  Revisor 's  O f f i c e  could purchase ten  new s e t s  
o f  MCAR and f i n d  tha t  no t  any two o f  the  ten  sets were i d e n t i c a l  t o  one another. 

It i s  estimated tha t  t h e  recompilat ion work f o r  t h e  s t a t e  r u l e s  w i l l  take about 
one year  and i t  i s  hoped t h a t  the f i r s t  pub l i ca t i on  o f  the ru les  can be issued 
by J u l y  1982, i f  funding permits. To date, the p lan  and the budget f o r  t h e  
pub l i ca t i on  o f  the  r u l e s  have been approved by the  Ad Hoc Revisor 's  Committee 
o f  both houses, the Revisor 's  Subcommittee, and t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Coordinat ing 
Commission which has had j u r i s d i c t i o n  over the Revisor 's  O f f i c e  s ince  1973. 
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