LLAM Board Meeting Minutes

May 9, 2007
Location: University of Maryland Law Library


The following board members were present: Pat Behles, Sara Billard, Janet Camillo, Kathie Sweeney, Trevor Rosen, Joanne Dugan. 
The following committee chairs were present: Tonya Baroudi (by phone), Joan Bellistri, Jim Gernert, Jean Hessenauer, Beverly Rubenstein.
Pat Behles called the meeting to order at 12:42 PM.

Minutes:  Pat Behles asked if anyone had any changes for last meeting’s minutes; there were none.  Minutes were not handed out, as the minutes were approved via email and available on the LLAM website.

Treasurer’s Report: Kathie Sweeney submitted the LLAM Accounting Update showing the activity in the treasury between January 10, 2007 and May 9, 2007. Revenue was from Spring Fling reservations, two newsletter ads, two memberships and West holiday party donation. Expenses were from the Annapolis Library Day breakfast, Spring Fling invitation materials, and incoming President AALL registration reimbursement. LLAM donated $254 to Baltimore Reads and adopted a Maryland Zoo lamb for $100.  The report was accepted.


Committee Reports:
Archives: Janet Camillo stated that a nearby archivist in Montgomery County promised to look at the archive materials.  She said she would bring one box down to him to see what he suggested.  Jim Gernert asked how soon this project needs to be done. Pat Behles indicated that there was no deadline for the project.
Government/Vendor Relations: Joan Bellistri said that she would give her report with the New Business.
Membership: Jean Hessenauer reported that LLAM has two new members; one is at Howard County Circuit Court, the other at Community College of Baltimore Dundalk.  Pat Behles said that this late in the year, the memberships count toward next year.

Newsletter: Pat Behles reported for Susan Herrick that the deadline for submissions for the June issue is May 15.  A couple of articles that will appear are about the new officers, a column on the copyright program, a column on the MLA pre-conference, information about the Toronto conference, and possibly something about the lamb adoption. Sara Billard will take over as Editor next year. She stated that the first issue will be published in September.

Northeast Regional Conference: Jim Gernert reported that the Northeast Regional Conference has a much better website.  He stated he would email Kevin Vrieze to change the web links. He added that that at least 2-5 people "from LLAM" would be attending. Pat Behles reported that conference t-shirts are available from Café Press.  Jim Gernert stated that the registration form is completed, but they hope to provide a fill-able PDF form.  Early bird registration is available through August 1st.  Trevor Rosen asked how many people will possibly be attending.  Jim Gernert answered that it looks like between 2 – 5 people so far.  Jim Gernert indicated that the Conference remedied the Canadian/US price difference by bumping up the Canadian price.

Programs: Janet Camillo suggested that for the June meeting we could visit the lamb that LLAM adopted at the Maryland Zoo. Jean Hessenauer stated that the keeper could come to talk to us about the lamb, who is named “Lambert.”  Pat Behles reported that she and Janet Camillo were going to visit the Hopkins Club the afternoon of May 9th to work out the details of Spring Fling.  The room holds up to 60 people. Janet Camillo stated that she told Bob Berring that he could speak for up to half an hour.  Pat Behles asked if we should ask Judge Bell to speak since he will be attending.  Joan Dugan and Kathie Sweeney both suggested that he be asked, at least as a courtesy.  Kathie Sweeney reported that she would have dinner cards colored to indicate the different dinner selections.
Public Relations: Joan Bellistri reported that Catherine McGuire sent a notice about the Legislative day to the Spectrum chapter notes.  Jean Hessenauer stated that she has been talking with the Daily Record about coverage of the lamb adoption.  Beverly Rubenstein suggested that we submit the lamb adoption story to the Spectrum and Joan Bellistri said she would tell Catherine McGuire about it.

Technology:  No report.
Old Business: 

SEALL: Kathie Sweeney made a motion that we accept SEALL’s offer to open membership up to LLAM members and vice-versa, and this motion was accepted with no opposition.

Career Fair at UMCP/CLIS: Janet Camillo reported that many students she saw at the UMCP/CLIS career fair were confused about what was required to be a law librarian, and most were job-hunting.  Janet Camillo was told that the Library school wanted to include a panel with different types of librarians next year, and that they would love to have us come to talk.  Janet Camillo also reported that the Catholic University career fair never panned out.

New Business: 

Centennial Variety Show CD: Pat Behles asked if LLAM should buy a copy of the Centennial Variety show from the AALL meeting.  The price is $10. Janet Camillo made a motion to purchase a copy, and it was accepted with no opposition. 

Bob Berring Gift/Honoraria: Pat Behles reported that we are paying for Bob Berring’s expenses including airfare and his stay at a nearby Bed & Breakfast. She asked if LLAM should also give him some kind of honorarium since LLAM is not providing a speaker’s fee.  Jim Gernert suggested we give him a gift, since $50-$100 may not mean much to him.  Janet Camillo suggested we give Bob Berring a $100 gift card to Barnes & Noble since he is a big reader.

Placement:  Pat Behles called Tonya Baroudi at 1:35pm.  She asked Tonya if she heard anything back from Catholic University about establishing relations with them; Tonya said she had not.  Pat Behles indicated that commercial headhunters and others should have to go through Tonya rather than posting positions themselves on the listserv. She suggested that when Tonya sees a listserv email with a job posting to respond with an email that says “Hi. The organization prefers that all job postings come through me” or something similar.  Tonya indicated that was fine with her.  Pat Behles also indicated that job postings should be local jobs or law-related jobs or both.  She also asked for the word “Placement” to be put at the start of email subject lines.  Tonya again indicated that this would not be a problem.

Institute: Pat Behles indicated that since the Legal Research Institute happens every other year, the next one is next March.  She also stated that it would be a move back to more basic research, and that we need to put in for grants from AALL so that we would not have to charge a lot.  Janet Camillo suggested that since the topic will be basic legal research, we could take the institute out to different counties for people who do not want to come to Baltimore.  She indicated that public libraries have CE requirements that may be able to be filled by the institute.
“Working a Maryland Legal Case”: Pat Behles reported that Steve Anderson suggested an additional workshop titled “Working on a Maryland legal case: from client interview to appeals and judgment collection” and handed out an email outlining a possible schedule for the workshop.  Janet Camillo said that it sounded like a MICPEL.  Beverly Rubenstein said that it may be a good idea to keep in the back of our minds for years in-between Institutes.  Pat Behles indicated that we may be able to do it next summer, and that we know how expensive sites are after doing some legwork for the copyright program.  Joan Bellistri said that Catherine McGuire indicated an interest and would help with this workshop.  Sara Billard suggested that it might be helpful for summer associates and someone could talk to the people at firms who schedule summer associates.  Kathie Sweeney suggested that it be condensed from a full-day to a half-day event.  It was finally decided that a good time to have it might be early summer 2009 since that would be the year in between institute years.
MLA Meeting:  Pat Behles reported that at the MLA meeting, media specialists asked LLAM to support the issue of allowing media specialists to be included with No Child Left Behind and that they have said that they will get information out to us this summer. Jean Hessenauer asked if all they wanted was for us to copy a letter and send it out, and Pat Behles said yes.

Nominating Committee: Pat Behles thanked Joan Bellistri, Jim Gernert and Carol Mundorf for their work on the Nominating Committee.

Donation for Kansas Relief:  Pat Behles asked if LLAM should donate to the Kansas Library Association. Kathie Sweeney proposed that we wait until September and re-address the issue then, and this motion was accepted.

Letter in Support of GPO Funding:  Pat Behles reported that Larry Meyer of the AALL GRC asked LLAM to submit a letter to Representative Ruppersburger to support GPO funding; Larry Meyer included a form letter.  Jim Gernert suggested that we include “a leader of providing legal information in Maryland” for a description of LLAM.

Procedures: Pat Behles asked that all Board members and Committee chairs update procedures and give them to Janet to give to the newly elected members. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:40 PM.

