LLAM Board Meeting Minutes

April 12, 2006

Location: University of Baltimore Law Library

DRAFT NOT READ BY ATTENDEES

The following board members were present: Pat Behles, Joan Bellistri, Carol Mundorf, Kathy Sweeney, and Scott Stevens. The following committee chairs were present: Jim Gernert, Catherine McGuire, and Jean Hessenauer.

Scott Stevens called the meeting to order at 10:10 AM.

Minutes: The minutes from the March 2006 meeting were read and approved by the board members who were present.

Treasurer’s Report: Kathy Sweeney submitted the LLAM Accounting Update showing activity in the Treasury between March 15, 2006 and April 12, 2006

Committee Reports:
Archives: No report.

Government/Vendor Relations: No report.

Membership: Jean Hessenauer reported that no new members have joined LLAM since our last meeting. She also checked the AALL member directory for Maryland AALL members who are not members of LLAM. She will mail LLAM brochures to these potential members, and we will contact the most likely potential members via telephone. Any new members joining between now and September will have the 2006/2007 membership year covered in their membership dues.

Newsletter: Scott reported that Susan Herrick will continue her work as Newsletter chair next year, and will have the assistance of Kristen Baginski.

Placement: Scott reported that Tonya Baroudi has begun work as Placement chair, and he has given her the go ahead to redefine the Placement Committee function. She has begun by forming contacts with Placement Agencies and forwarding job notices to the LLAM listserv.

Programs:. Pat Behles said that she is currently working on a legislative wrap up program to be held some date after the Spring Fling. Jim and Jean suggested that we might ask a legislator from each party to give his/her summary of the last legislative session as part of the program. Pat asked any of us who might have some contact with a legislator that we might want to consider as a speaker to let her know.

Public Relations: Catherine McGuire reported that she had made a submission to the Chapter Notes column of Spectrum concerning LLAM’s Legal Research Institute. Catherine did a mass mailing to promote the Institute to potential attendees. She searched Martindale for firms in the Towson, Baltimore and Greenbelt areas with specialties that matched the topics being covered at the Institute. She sent an email announcement to two Maryland paralegal associations, and one of them forwarded the announcement to a statewide listserv for paralegals. There were 45 attendees at the Institute, and 13 of these were LLAM members. The Institute generated $2,950 in total fees. We are still waiting to receive fees from four attendees. The Basic Session was the most popular with 18 people attending. Each topical session had at least seven or eight attending.

Publications: No Report.

Technology: No Report..

Old Business: 

Spring Fling: Pat Behles reported that ten to eleven people have said that they were coming to the Spring Fling. She will send out a notice to the listserv asking for RSVPs . If we sell a total of fifty tickets, LLAM will have to subsidize the event by $150. LEXIS has contributed $250, and West has contributed $200. 

Alternative Savings Options: Scott Stevens said that he has determined that LLAM is a 501(c)(6) organization (business leagues), and that such organizations generally only have to pay tax on “unrelated income”. Trevor Rosen will consult with a lawyer at his firm to make sure that we do not have to pay income taxes.

New Business: .

Nominating Committee: Scott offered his thanks to the members of this year’s Nominating Committee for a job well done. He noted that they had a difficult job because it is generally hard to persuade our members to step forward and run for office.

Legal Research Institute Schedule: In the past, the Legal Research Institute has been offered every other year. Pat Behles proposed that we consider offering the Institute annually. The Institute could feature a Basics of Legal Research program every other year, and topical programs every other year. She suggested conducting the Institute at a law firm rather than at one of the law schools.

25th Anniversary: Pat Behles noted that next year will be the 25th Anniversary of LLAM. She plans to recruit members to serve on a committee to plan the observance of this landmark. She suggested bringing in a notable speaker, and delving into our archives to find pictures and other mementoes of LLAM’s history to share with members.

Northeast Regional Conference: Jim Gernert reported that the Northeast Regional Conference now has a webpage at http://www.library.dal.ca/law/libswoborders. The Conference is scheduled for October 17 through October 21, 2007 in Toronto. There will be a reception at AALL’s Annual Meeting in anticipation of this conference and LLAM members, along with the members of all of the other regional chapters involved, will receive invitations. LLAM will be in charge of Registration, so volunteers from our membership will be needed. 600 attendees are expected at the Conference.

Scott asked the board to meet at the Spring Fling on May 7th.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 AM.

