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Arizona Association of Law Libraries (AzALL)


is a chapter of the American Association of Law Libraries





Strategize! Values Visions Vistas





Brenda B. Kelley, Dir.


Pima County Law Library





	I was able to attend the 98th Annual meeting of AALL in San Antonio thanks to the support of AzALL and Pima County Superior Court Training Fund Advisory Committee.  Of course, many of you know I am a veteran of AALL meetings, having attended meetings since 1978 (Rochester, NY), only missing a few meetings when my mother lived with me.  


	


	Because I am a veteran of so many meetings and I am so inspired by the programming and the interaction of the many people that attend the annual meetings, I want to give back as much as I can and that is just one reason I agreed to be a mentor to Jeri Kay Hopkins, Branch Librarian for the 8th Circuit library situated in Omaha, NE.  We made plans before the meeting to meet at the State Court County SIS meeting at 7:30 a.m. on Sunday, July 17, 2005 and again at 6:30 p.m. for the Mentoring Project Reception.  At the Mentoring Reception, snacks and drinks were provided (no doubt to loosen us up) and a former mentee talked briefly about her positive relationship with her mentor during the previous year.  After the reception, Jeri Kay and I were ready for the Opening Reception that we attended together.  We had more time to chat and to meet additional people.  I ran into Jeri Kay several other times during the meeting and we also went through the Exhibit Hall together.  We have much to learn from each other and I look forward to talking on the telephone and e-mailing throughout the year ahead.  





�


Brenda and Jeri Kay





	There were several AALL programs on pro se patrons that I was interested in attending because in January, the Superior Court Self Service Center in Pima County opened in a small area of the Pima County Law Library.  Recently, the Self Service Center forms were placed on the web and can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.sc.co.pima.az.us/ ssc/default.htm" ��http://www.sc.co.pima.az.us/ ssc/default.htm�.  The Self Service Center has increased the gate count by almost 40 % and reference requests by 32 %, a significant impact on the small staff of the Pima County Law Library.  By contrast, prisoner requests fell by 82 %.  Perhaps word spread that we charge for photocopies. 





One program on pro se patron services that I attended was a roundtable that included legal services to prisoners and pro se patrons.  We learned how the California prison system provides prisoners access to online Lexis Nexis legal information.  Prisoners utilize a sturdy steel-encased terminal with shatter-proof glass and a touch screen.  A demonstration showed how easy it is to use.  Instructions and tutorials are online and structured at a 7th grade educational level.  Participants at the roundtable discussed the use of the system with pro se library users.





	I do not have the space to talk about all of the programs that I attended, but one of the most invigorating programs I attended was “Strength, Problems, Opportunities and Threats (SPOT): Analyzing the Dynamics of a Successful Library Organization”.  The program was led by Sandra Yancey, a dynamic speaker from the eWomen Network.  Ms. Yancey crammed into an hour enough material that could have been presented in a half- or full-day workshop utilizing common business supplies such as a flip chart, black markers, 4 x 6 cards (various colors), sticker dots, and 3M spay mount.





�





(The usual suspects?   ;->  )





SPOT analysis could work for any organization and the entire group went through the process with some willing volunteers.  Start off with a clean sheet from the flip chart by asking the group what the strengths of the organization are.  What does the organization do well? List them on cards and place on the flip cart by attaching the cards by utilizing the spray mount.  Prioritize the strengths by voting with the sticker dots.  Move the ones with the most sticker dots to the top of the sheet.  Keep discussions positive.  Do the same with Problems, Opportunities, and Threats.  





	Now, that you are finished with the analysis, where do you go from there?  According to Ms. Yancey, solicit volunteers, assign roles and responsibilities, and one person to keep the project on track.  Utilize a team approach.





	Another program I enjoyed covered active listening, but I will leave that for another day as I hear my name being called.  But, before I go, I just want to say how happy I was to be in attendance at AALL and to see Tory officiate business meetings and perform so ably all of the other many duties during the year.  It sure made this AzALL member proud.  As they say in Texas: Tory, you done good!











2005 AALL Annual Meeting:





Beth Schneider





By all accounts the 98th AALL Annual Meeting in San Antonio was a success.  The City of San Antonio and the Annual Meeting agenda offered something for everyone.  For AzALL, the meeting began with the AzALL table at the Market Place during CONELL.  Most CONELL attendees were primarily interested in learning about AALL activities but Charlotte and Beth received a number of compliments on the display.  Beth became reacquainted with a former student from Minnesota who is now a reference librarian at Texas Tech.  AzALL also had displays in the activities area.





	It appeared that the General Business meeting was going to be routine with the standard reports and the announcement that AALL’s financial position had strengthened substantially during the past year.  However, it became much more lively when a resolution  that would have AALL calling for the withdrawal of U.S. military forces from Iraq and urging the U.S. government to shift its budgetary priorities from the war in Iraq to improving support for vital domestic programs, including U.S. libraries.  The proposed resolution also requested that AALL call upon the U.S. government to provide material assistance through the UN for the reconstruction of Iraq including its museums, libraries, schools and other cultural resources.  After a passionate debate at the second business meeting, the resolution failed.


	Both plenary speakers selected thought provoking topics.  First, Roy Tennant an internationally recognized expert in digital library development and Internet searching spoke on “Building Libraries Our Users Deserve.”  Later in the week, law professor Jerry Kang who is on the faculty at UCLA spoke on “Pervasive Computing:  Embedding the Public Sphere.”  At the conclusion of his presentation it was easy to see why he has been selected Professor of the Year at UCLA.  Both speakers provided those attending with a wealth of information to contemplate when planning for the future.  





	The educational program was varied and generally well done.  The variety of topics was such that many times one would like to have been in more than one place at the same time.  One exceptional program was “Holding Difficult Conversations.”  At one time or another, everyone has had to hold a conversation that we would have preferred to avoid.  Michael Moffitt of the University of Oregon School of Law offered an analysis as to why conversations can be difficult and steps that can be taken to make them less so.  “Deadwood:  the Power of Film to Teach Foundations of Native American Treaty Law and U.S. Territorial Law” was an interesting introduction to the use of AV materials, particularly fictional T.V. shows and film, in the classroom.  It is debatable whether it met its stated objectives, but it demonstrated that dramatization can make legal issues more real. The several programs on government documents might arguably lead to the conclusion that those who use gov docs regularly may discover that life as we knew it is no more.    A program that I would have liked to attend but couldn’t because it conflicted with the program I coordinated was “Citing the Unpublished Opinion.”





	No one attending the Annual Meeting should have left San Antonio hungry.  In fact going home with clothes that fit slightly more snuggly than when one left, may have been common.  The opening reception offered a varied and delicious array of desserts was outstanding.  Even if you had the will power to resist the temptation of dessert, you could not help but be impressed with the fabulous ice sculpture of San Antonio landmarks.  As usual the West party provided an opportunity for fun and more food.  Then there was the River Walk which offered a seemingly limitless choice of restaurants complete with people watching.  The closing banquet concluded with an invitation to come to St. Louis in 2006 to celebrate AALL’s centennial party.    





					-- Beth Schneider
































For the Centennial Meeting





This message is forwarded on behalf of Jean Wenger.





*************************************************


Dear All,





Could you kindly spread the following message about inviting VIPs to the St. Louis meeting, especially from the legal community:





Pioneering Change * This message impels us to step beyond our traditional boundaries as we usher in the new centennial of the American Association of Law Libraries.  To extend our sphere of influence, we, as an Association, are looking to invite VIPS from the legal community and the institutions we serve.  Judges, law school deans, legal/court administrators, law firm partners, trustees and journalists are professionals with whom we must collaborate to promote the profession of law librarianship in the present and into the future. 





The Annual Meeting Program Committee (AMPC) is compiling an extended list of names to assist members in identifying a potential VIP.  I invite you to consider a VIP as a speaker for your AMPC program or as your SIS or Chapter VIP. A broad mix of legal and law-related professionals will strengthen and enrich the value of the VIP experience for all participants.





A Master List of VIP names will be maintained on the AMPC website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.aallnet.org/committee/ampc/VIPMASTER.html" �http://www.aallnet.org/committee/ampc/VIPMASTER.html� 





Please send Jean M. Wenger (jwenger@cookcountygov.com) suggestions for


additional names of legal professionals that could serve as VIPs.�


Many thanks,





Jean M. Wenger


2006 Annual Meeting Program Committee, Chair


Government Documents/


Foreign & International Law Librarian


Cook County Law Library


50 W. Washington Street, Room 2900


Chicago, IL  60602














 AzALL Newsletter











Arizona Association of Law Libraries (AzALL)





Officers – 2005-2006





President	


Marcy McCahan 


Jennings Strouss & Salmon


� HYPERLINK "mailto:mmccahan@jsslaw.com" ��mmccahan@jsslaw.com�


602-229-2946 


602-495-2726 fax 


 


Vice President/President-Elect


Markita Martinez


Osborn Maledon


� HYPERLINK "mailto:mpmartinez@omlaw.com" ��mpmartinez@omlaw.com�


602-640-9211


602-640-9050 fax





Secretary	


Sarah Morris


Snell & Wilmer


� HYPERLINK "mailto:smorris@swlaw.com" ��smorris@swlaw.com� 


602-382--6056�602-382--6070 fax�


Treasurer	


Jennifer Murray


ASU Ross-Blakely Law Library


� HYPERLINK "mailto:jennifer.murray@asu.edu" ��jennifer.murray@asu.edu�


480-965-3579


480-965-4283 fax





Executive Board	





Past President


Beth DiFelice


ASU Ross-Blakley Law Library 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:beth.difelice@asu.edu" ��beth.difelice@asu.edu�


480-965-4871 


480-965-4283 fax





Member-at-Large


Theresa Greco


Steptoe & Johnson


� HYPERLINK "mailto:tgreco@steptoe.com" ��tgreco@steptoe.com�


602-257-7710


602-452-0598 fax





Member-at-Large


Karen Anderson


� HYPERLINK "mailto:kanderso@quarles.com" �kanderso@quarles.com�


Quarles & Brady/Streich Lang �602-229-5388 �602-417-2907 fax 








Arizona Association of Law Libraries (AzALL)





Background:





The Arizona Association of Law Libraries was founded in 1980 as the Phoenix Area Association of Law Libraries.  It became a chapter of the American Association of Law Libraries (AALL) in 1983.  The current name was adopted in 1994.





AzALL is available on the Internet at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/azll" ��www.aallnet.org/chapter/azll�





Note that membership forms, grant forms, and the like are available on the Association’s website.





Meetings:


AzALL generally meets the third Thursday of the month.  





List-Serv


� HYPERLINK "http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/azll/list.htm" ��http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/azll/list.htm�





AzALL Website





Karen Anderson, AzALL’s webmaster, has done considerable work in updating the website. Take a look and send any comments or suggestions to Karen (see her address above).





The Website is at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/azll/" ��http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/azll/� 





Note that you can get to most of the AALL chapter websites via AALL:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.aallnet.org/index.asp" ��http://www.aallnet.org/index.asp�  





You can also get to the Special Interest Sections and their newsletters via the AALL website.  These groups often have very interesting and helpful newsletter; viz., page 5 above.

















September Meeting





The Sept. meeting will be Thurs. the 15th.  Janet Fischer from the State Law Library has arranged for our group to meet at the Victorian House that sits in front of the DEQ building at 1100 W. Washington. Noon.





- : Patent Workshop :-


Fri  Dec 3   Quarles & Brady





for info. contact:


Beth Schneider at (602) 274-7955








President’s Letter





Hi all!





Well, here we are slugging through what’s left of what always seems like the endless summer in the veritable tundra of the desert.  AALL in San Antonio seems like it was quite awhile ago but it was only recent, right?  I’ll share some of my experience…it was GREAT!!  I thoroughly enjoyed the sessions, the people, and the wonderful city of San Antonio and of course…the FOOOOOOD (I somehow managed to gain four pounds there, don’t know how that happened.)  This year’s conference was loaded with good sessions.  Each one that I attended was well worth going and I came away with useful information that has already helped me in my job.  One of the best sessions for me personally was the one on Recovering more on CARL.  I came back armed to the teeth and have already made headway in waging the war on improving recoveries in this area which makes for happy firm management.  It was great seeing so many of you there and getting to spend time with some of you.  Next stop St. Louis!!!





Now on to upcoming AzALL activities.  Our Sept. meeting will be Thurs. the 15th.  Janet Fischer from the State Law Library has arranged for our group to meet at the Victorian House that sits in front of the DEQ building at 1100 W. Washington.  It is across the street from the Carnegie Center.  The topic of the meeting will be Web Junction which will be presented by Mala Muralidharan of the State Library Development Division.  The Ariz. webpage is at � HYPERLINK "http://az.webjunction.org" ��http://az.webjunction.org�.  The national webpage is located at � HYPERLINK "http://webjunction.org" ��http://webjunction.org�.  Our presenter will describe the initial focus for these pages and the tools that are there, as well as flexibility and possible directions for Web Junction.  The State Library will have Web Junction as a major part of its exhibit booth at the Arizona Library Association Conference this year. The presentation will last about 15 min followed by 10 min. Q&A.  We will have a short business meeting afterward to talk about any items that need to be addressed.  FYI, there is a cafeteria next to the Victorian house so you can pick up your lunch there if you’d like.  Cookies will be provided by the State Law Library.  Please mark this one on your calendar and attend if at all possible!  Be sure to visit the above websites for review before attending as they are very interesting.  Hope to see you there!





Marcy




















Newsletter Editor	


	


Walt Doherty


WDoherty5@cox.net





General Stuff:


Done in Microsoft Word ®


Distributed by List-Serv.    Printed Mar, Jun, Sept, Nov/Dec.





Contact the editor with items, corrections, comments, and/or suggestions at wdoherty5@cox.net








Job Announcements��Job notices can be found on the AzALL Website.  





Also check out the Arizona SLA website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.sla.org/chapter/caz/jobs.html" ��http:�//www.sla.org/chapter/caz/jobs.html�  





and the State Library’s site � HYPERLINK "http://www.lib.az.us/jobs/" ��http://www.lib.az.us/jobs/�. 
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