ALLA
Executive Board Meeting

February 2, 2006

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker, LLP
Attendees:


Grace Crosby – 
President


Scott Snipes --
  
Vice-President


Dionne Lyne-Rowan – Treasurer


Sybil Turner – 
Secretary


Vanessa King – 
Member at Large

Meeting Minutes:
Old Business:

Membership renewals are way down.  Only 45 renewals have been received.  Last year, there were a total 105 memberships.  Part of the problem is very late payments.  Member dues should be paid in November.  However, most firms are paying in May or later.  This delays the publication of the membership directory.


It was decided that paper invoices will be sent out in October, as most librarians are most used to paying these types of bills.  The directory publication date will not be delayed.  Hopefully, this will be an incentive to pay on time.

New Business:


President Grace Crosby has been asked by several people what exactly are the benefits of membership.  The board discussed this.  It was decided that besides inclusion in the membership directory, a substantial benefit of membership was the ability to attend our meetings.  These meetings are usually informative sessions that help members in the jobs as librarians.  


It was decided that in the future, nonmembers will have to pay $5.00 at the door to attend meetings.  This will be submitted to members at the next meeting.


Treasurer Dionne Lyne-Rowan reported that the association is in the black with $8,085.27.  The Legal Research Institute netted a profit of $300.  This may be a potential future problem, as the profits in the past from the LRI usually funded the scholarship.   
This year the LRI instructor was paid.  The reviews from the seminar participants were very good, particularly for the instructor, Ruth Fuller.

Other sources of revenue were discussed.  A possible new program offering legal research training to new associates was discussed.  Firms would pay for the course.  If successful, the seminars would raise the profile of the association and librarians within the legal community.  The new course would be modeled upon a similar one at Sutherland Asbill & Brennan.  The firms would have to arrange the training through the firm librarians.  The idea will be presented to the membership soon.


Joelle Gresham has offered to use her digital camera to photograph members, so we could have pictures in the membership directory.  She opined that she has a hard time putting faces with names, which members of the board agreed is often the case.   Grace will investigate if this will increase the cost of printing.


It was also decided that the association will print and bind this year’s directory instead of issuing it as an e-mail.


President Grace Crosby will also investigate how and what the association can do to make donations to libraries destroyed or damaged by Hurricane Katrina.


Vice-President Scott Snipes reported that Joyce Menna-Janeto, Treasurer of AALL, will be May’s speaker.  Susan Fox, President of AALL, will accompany her on a chapter visit.

Scott mentioned exploring alternatives for meeting spaces as well.  It was decided that the association can afford to cater an occasional meeting, and perhaps meet in area hotels.


Grace Crosby mentioned an idea proposed by past President Krieg Kitts that the association sponsor the association President to attend AALL to some extent.  This would provide the president an opportunity to explore the leadership seminars offered by AALL.  The proposal if adopted would begin next year.

Respectfully submitted,

Sybil Turner

Secretary

