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A.  PUBLIC RECORDS STATUTES 
 
As noted in the Introduction and Glossary of Terms, your state likely recognizes a distinction between 
“public records,” which may include correspondence, office records, personnel records, etc., and 
“government publications,” which may be compiled as a means to disseminate government information of 
educational or public interest.  This section addresses statutes that concern public records and, in 
particular, those that focus on record keeping requirements and retention.  The compilation of statutes for 
your state may combine record keeping requirements with public access provisions or freedom of 
information laws.  Those statutes are addressed in Sections B & C. 
 
 
1. Does your state have “public records statutes,” as referred to in the paragraph above? 
      

_x__ Yes 
___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite your state’s public records statutes and the administrative regulations that supplement them.  

 
N.C. GEN. STAT. Ch. 132 

 
b.  If “No,” skip this whole section. 

 
Additional comments: 
 
 
2. The public records statutes/regulations apply to which of the following branches? 
 

 _x__ Executive 
 _x__ Legislative 
 _x__ Judicial 
 _x_ Administrative (applying to all agencies, no matter what branch of government) 
 ___ Other 

 
 a.  Briefly explain your answer and cite to applicable statutes/regulations. 
 
 
Additional comments: 

 
3. Cite to public records statutes/regulations where “public record” is defined. 
 
N. C. GEN. STAT. 132-1 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
4. Do the public records statutes/regulations address electronic records separately vis-à-vis print records? 
 

  ___ Yes 
  __x No 



 

North Carolina   2 

 
a. If “Yes,” cite to and briefly discuss statutes/regulations addressing electronic records; how are they treated 
differently? 

 
Additional comments: 
North Carolina’s Public Records law indicates that a public record is characterized by its 
provenance; format is inconsequential.  N. C. GEN. STAT. 132-1 
 
§ 132-6.1. Electronic data-processing records 
 
(a) After June 30, 1996, no public agency shall purchase, lease, create, or otherwise acquire any 
electronic data-processing system for the storage, manipulation, or retrieval of public records 
unless it first determines that the system will not impair or impede the agency's ability to permit 
the public inspection and examination, and to provide electronic copies of such records. 
 
5. Do the public records statutes/regulations address retention of records? 
 

 _x_ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and briefly summarize the retention provisions. 

 
N. C. GEN. STAT. 132-7 
 

b.  If “Yes,” also cite to and discuss any provisions/regulations that address retention of electronic records; cite 
to any other source of law supplementing them: attorney general opinions, court decisions, administrative 
rules or guidelines. 

 
None Available. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
Public Records should be in fireproof safes, vaults, or rooms fitted with non-combustible materials 
and in such arrangement as to be easily accessible for convenient use.  All public records should 
be kept in the buildings in which they are ordinarily used.  Record books should be copied or 
repaired, renovated or rebound if worn, mutilated, damaged or difficult to read. 
 
 
6. Do the public records statutes/regulations or other sources of law supplementing them (particularly a declaration 
of legislative intent or a relevant attorney general opinion) declare the public policy of the state and address the scope 
of citizens’ access to public records or acknowledge the state’s responsibility to permanently maintain public records? 
    

_x_Yes 
___ No 

 
a. If “Yes,” cite to and provide relevant language.   

 
N. C. GEN. STAT.  132-1 (b) 
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It is the policy of this state that the people may obtain copies of their public records and public 
information free or at minimal cost unless otherwise specifically provided by law. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
7. Is a public records administrator, a public records commission or other officer/government entity responsible for 
administering the public records statutes/regulations? 
 

 _x__ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to applicable statutes/regulations and identify the responsible officer/government entity. 
 

N. C. GEN. STAT. 132-8.1 Department of Cultural Resources 
 

b.  If “Yes,” also cite to and discuss any source of law requiring the responsible officer/government entity to 
permanently maintain government information; cite attorney general opinions, court decisions, and 
administrative rules or guidelines.  

 
The above statutory authority is the only source of law. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
8. Has any public records legislation/administrative regulation been proposed calling for “permanent public access” 
to electronic public records? 
 

 ___ Yes 
 _x__ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and briefly discuss the legislation/proposed regulation; what was the outcome? 
 
b.  If “Yes,” also cite to documents from the legislative or regulatory history. 

 
Additional comments: 
 
 
9. Has litigation under the public records statutes resulted from the state’s failure to “permanently” maintain a 
public record? 
 

___ Yes 
_x__ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and briefly discuss each case. 

 
Additional comments: 
 
 
10. Discuss any unique circumstances in your state relevant to “permanent public access” of public records under 
public records statutes/regulations. 
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B.  FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 
 
A state’s freedom of information act (or law) generally addresses public access to “public records.”  As noted under 
Section A above, the compilation of statutes for your state may combine record keeping requirements and public 
access provisions. 
 
 
1. Does your state have a “freedom of information act,” as referred to in the paragraph above? 
 

 _x_ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite your state’s freedom of information act (or law) statutes and the administrative regulations that 

supplement them.   
 
N. C. GEN. STAT. 132-1 
 

b.  If “No,” skip this whole section. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
Retention requirements and public access provisions are combined in N. C. GEN. STAT. 132-1. 
 
 
2. The freedom of information act statutes/regulations apply to which of the following branches?  

 
 _x__ Executive 
 _x__ Legislative 
 _x_ Judicial 
 _x__ Administrative (applying to all agencies, no matter what branch of government) 
 ___ Other 

 
a.  Briefly explain your answer and cite to applicable statutes/regulations. 
 

Additional comments: 
 
 
3. Cite to freedom of information law statutes/regulations where “public record” is defined. 
 
N. C. GEN. STAT. 132-1 
 
Additional comments:        
 
 
4. Do the freedom of information act statutes/regulations address electronic records separately vis-à-vis 
print records? 

 
 _x_Yes 
 ___ No 
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a.  If “Yes,” discuss whether the freedom of information act statutes/regulations had been amended at any time 

to cover electronic records; cite to and provide amending language. 
 

There have been no amendments. 
 
     

b.  If “Yes,” also cite to and briefly discuss statutes/regulations addressing electronic records; how are they 
treated differently?   

 
N. C. GEN. STAT. 132-6.1  
Electronic records may be created, acquired, etc. if it is first determined that this will not prevent 
public inspection and access. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
5. Do any freedom of information act statutes/regulations assure “permanent public access” of electronic public 
records? 

 
 _x_ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and discuss any provisions/regulations that address “permanent public access”; cite to any 

other source of law supplementing them:  attorney general opinions, court decisions, administrative rules or 
guidelines.   

 
N. C. GEN. STAT.  132-6.1 
Electronic records may be created, acquired, etc. if it is first determined that this will not prevent 
public inspection and access. 
  
Additional comments: 
 
 
6. Do the freedom of information act statutes/regulations or other sources of law supplementing them (particularly 
a declaration of legislative intent or a relevant attorney general opinion) declare the public policy of the state and 
address the scope of citizens’ access to public records or acknowledge the state’s responsibility to permanently 
maintain public records?    

 
 _x_ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and provide relevant language. 

 
N. C. GEN. STAT.  132-6 
Every custodian of public records shall permit any record in the custodian’s custody to be 
inspected and examined at reasonable times and under reasonable supervision by any person, and 
shall, as promptly as possible, furnish copies thereof upon payment of any fees as may be 
prescribed by law. 
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Additional comments: 
 
 
7. Has any freedom of information legislation/administrative regulation been proposed calling for “permanent 
public access” of electronic public records? 
 

 ___ Yes 
_x__ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and briefly discuss the legislation/proposed regulation; what was the outcome? 

 
b.  If “Yes,” also cite to documents from the legislative or regulatory history. 

 
Additional comments: 
 
           
 8. Has litigation under the freedom of information act resulted from the state’s failure to “permanently” 
maintain a public record? 
 

___ Yes 
__x_ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and briefly discuss each case. 

 
Additional comments: 
 
 
9. Discuss any unique circumstances in your state relevant to “permanent public access” of public records under 
freedom of information act statutes/regulations. 
 
 
C.  PUBLIC ACCESS LAWS 
 
The term “public access law” is intended to be a catchall for all other statutes that address the permanency and public 
accessibility of government information.  The type of law appropriately falling under this section is most likely to be a 
statute that governs availability and access of government publications.  An example of such a statute is the “Free 
Public Access to the Code of Maryland Regulations Act,” whose title alone explains much about its purpose. 
 
 
1. Does your state have any “public access laws,” as referred to in the paragraph above? 
 

_x_ Yes 
___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite each of your state’s public access law statutes and the administrative regulations that 

supplement them. 
 

N. C. GEN. STAT. 132-9 
 
b.  If “No,” skip this whole section. 

 
Additional comments: 
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2. For each public access law, specify the branches to which it applies. 
 

_x__ Executive 
_x__ Legislative 

       _x__ Judicial 
      _x__ Administrative (applying to all agencies, no matter what branch of government) 
      ___  Other 
 

a. Briefly explain your answer and cite to applicable statutes/regulations.   
 
The statute makes no distinction for branches of government. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
3. For each public access law, cite to and discuss provisions/regulations addressing the particular form of 
government information addressed by the law. 
 
N. C. GEN. STAT.  132 simply refers to public records and makes no distinction to the types of 
public information. 
 
Additional comments:   
 
 
4. For each public access law, do the applicable statutes/regulations address electronic information separately vis-à-
vis print information? 
 
 ___ Yes 
      __x_ No 
 
a. If “Yes,” cite to and briefly discuss statutes/regulations addressing electronic information; how is it treated 
differently? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
5.   For each public access law, do the applicable statutes/regulations specifically address permanency of the 
information? 
 

 ___ Yes 
 _x__ No 
 

a.  If “Yes,” for each public access law, cite to and briefly discuss the permanency provisions. 
 

Additional comments: 
 
 
6.   For each public access law, do the applicable statutes/regulations specifically address accessibility of 
information? 
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 ___ Yes 
 _x__ No 

 
a. If “Yes,” cite to and briefly discuss the accessibility provisions. 

 
Additional comments: 
 
 
7.   For each public access law, do the applicable statutes/regulations or any other source of law supplementing 
them (particularly a declaration of legislative intent or a relevant attorney general opinion) declare the public policy of 
the state and address the scope of citizens’ access to government publications or acknowledge the state’s 
responsibility to permanently maintain government publications?    

 
 __x_ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and provide relevant language. 
 

N. C. GEN. STAT. 132-1 (b) 
It is the policy of this state that the people may obtain copies of their public records and public 
information free or at minimal cost unless otherwise specifically provided by law. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
8.   Has any public access legislation/administrative regulation been proposed calling for “permanent public access” 
of electronic publications? 
 

 ___ Yes 
 __x_ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and briefly discuss the legislation/proposed regulation; what was the outcome? 
 
b.  If “Yes,” also cite to documents from the legislative or regulatory history. 

 
Additional comments: 
 
 
9. Has litigation under any public access law resulted from the state’s failure to “permanently” maintain a 
government publication? 
 

 ___ Yes 
 _x_ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and briefly discuss each case. 

 
Additional comments: 
 
 
10. Discuss any unique circumstances in your state relevant to “permanent public access” of government 
publications under public access laws. 
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D.  STATE OFFICE FOR TECHNOLOGY AND CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER 
 
 
1.   Does your state have an office for technology (or department of information technology, department of 
information service, or equivalent) and/or a chief information officer (or equivalent)? 
 

 _x_ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” provide the complete official name for the office and/or officer; cite to the statute giving 

that information.    
 
George Bakolia, Chief Information Officer 
N. C. GEN. STAT. 147-33.76 

 
b.  If “No,” skip this whole section. 

 
Additional comments: 
 
 
2.  Cite the “enabling” statute that created and defines the powers/responsibilities of the office/officer; 
when was the statute first enacted? 
N. C. GEN. STAT. 147-33.76 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
3. Does the office/officer have power to promulgate administrative regulations? 

 
 _x_ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite the body of administrative regulations promulgated by the office/officer. 

 
N. C. GEN. STAT. 147-33.77 (f) 
The state CIO may adopt regulations for the administration of the office, the conduct of the 
employees of the office, the distribution and performance of business and the performance of 
functions assigned. 

 
No regulations have yet been promulgated. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
4. The office/officer has jurisdiction over which branches? 
 
 _x_ Executive 
 ___ Legislative 
 ___ Judicial 
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 ___ Administrative (applying to all agencies, no matter what branch of government) 
 ___ Other 
 

 a.  Briefly explain your answer and cite to applicable statutes/regulations. 
 

N. C. GEN. STAT. 147-33.80 
The office does not apply to the general assembly, judicial department, or the state university 
system.  They may elect to participate in programs or contracts offered by the office but there is 
not authorized jurisdiction. 

 
Additional comments: 
 
 
5. Are the powers/responsibilities of the office/officer defined differently for electronic government 
information vis-à-vis print government information?  

 
 ___ Yes 
 __x_ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and briefly discuss applicable statutes/regulations addressing electronic 

government information; how is it treated differently? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
6. Do applicable statutes/regulations for the office/officer set forth powers/responsibilities relating to 
“permanent public access” of government information? 
 

 ___ Yes 
 _x__ No 
 

a.  If “Yes,” cite to and discuss any provisions/regulations that address those powers/responsibilities; 
cite to any other source of law supplementing them: attorney general opinions, court decisions, 
administrative rules or guidelines. 

 
Additional comments: 
 
 
 
7. Does any relevant source of law acknowledge in any way the state’s responsibility to permanently 
maintain government information? 
 

 _x__ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” briefly discuss that recognition; cite to and provide relevant language. 
 

Archives makes the retention schedules under authority of N.C. GEN. STAT. 121-5(d) and the 
information office authorizes use of mainframes and data storage under N. C. GEN. STAT. 147-
33.83 
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Additional comments: 
 
 
8. Whether or not a supporting source of law can be identified, does the office/officer acknowledge 
responsibility to permanently maintain government information? 
 

 _x_ Yes     
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” briefly discuss when and how that responsibility was acknowledged; cite to any 

supporting source of law. 
 

The responsibility was acknowledged verbally in a face to face meeting, and is supported by N. C. 
GEN. STAT. 66-58.20, which reads, “The Office of Information Technology Services shall 
develop the architecture, requirements, and standards for the development, implementation and 
operation of one or more centralized Web portals that will allow persons to access State 
government on a 24 hour basis.” 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
9. Has the office/officer undertaken any special initiatives or projects involving “permanent public access” 
of government information? 
 

 ___ Yes 
 _x__ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” briefly describe those special initiatives or projects; discuss their effectiveness and actual 

accomplishments. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
10. Has any litigation involving the office/officer resulted from the state’s failure to “permanently” maintain 
government information? 
 

___ Yes 
__x_ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and briefly discuss each case. 

 
Additional comments: 
 
 

11. Discuss any unique circumstances in your state relevant to the office for technology and/or chief 
information officer. 

There is no enterprise funding for technology initiatives. 
 
 
E.   STATE TECHNOLOGY PLANS 
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1.   Does your state have a current official information technology plan (or equivalent)? 
 

 _x__ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” describe what government entity was responsible for creating the plan; cite to the source 

of its authority. 
Information Resource Management Commission 
N. C. GEN. STAT. 147-33.78 (b) (1)  
 

b.  If “Yes,” also provide complete bibliographic information about the plan; when was it published? 
          
It is a strategic plan done bi-annually.  The last plan began in 2001.  This is an internal plan and is 
not published. 
 

c.  If “No,” skip this whole section. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
2. The technology plan covers which branches?  

 
 ___ Executive 
 ___ Legislative 
 ___ Judicial 
 ___ Administrative (applying to all agencies, no matter what branch of government) 
 __x_ Other 

 
a.  Briefly explain your answer and cite to applicable statutes/regulations. 

 
The strategic plan is for the state as a whole rather than directing plans for a specific agency. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
3. Does the current plan include a section on permanency and public accessibility of electronic 
government information? 
 

 _x_ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and provide relevant language of the plan. 
 
The plan is an internal document. 

 
Additional comments: 
 
 
4. Discuss any unique circumstances in your state relevant to technology planning or the current 
information technology plan. 
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None. 
 
 
F. STATE PRINTING OFFICE AND STATE PRINTER 
 
 
1.  Does your state have an official printing office (or equivalent) and/or an official printer (or equivalent)? 
 

 ___ Yes 
 _x_ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” provide the complete official name for the printing office and/or official printer; cite to the 

statute giving that information. 
 

b.  If “No,” skip this whole section. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
2. Cite the “enabling” statute that created and defines the powers/responsibilities of the printing 
office/official printer. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
3.   Does the printing office/official printer have power to promulgate administrative regulations? 

 
 ___ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite the body of administrative regulations promulgated by the printing office/official 

printer. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
4. The printing office/official printer has jurisdiction over which branches? 
 
 ___ Executive 
 ___ Legislative 
 ___ Judicial 
 ___ Administrative (applying to all agencies, no matter what branch of government) 
 ___ Other 
 

a.  Briefly explain your answer and cite to applicable statutes/regulations. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
5. Briefly discuss the functions of the printing office/official printer.  Then: 
 

a.  Describe your state’s use of in-house agency publishing and/or commercial publishing of 
government information. 
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b.  What percentage of official state government documents are printed by the printing office/official 

printer? 
 

c.  To what extent is the printing office/official printer involved in the electronic dissemination of 
government information? 

 
Additional comments: 
 
 
6. Are the powers/responsibilities of the printing office/official printer defined differently for electronic 
government information vis-à-vis print government information?  

 
 ___ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and briefly discuss applicable statutes/regulations addressing electronic 

government information; how is it treated differently? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
7.   Do applicable statutes/regulations for the printing office/official printer set forth powers/responsibilities 
relating to “permanent public access” of government information? 
 

 ___ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and discuss any provisions/regulations that address those powers/responsibilities; 

cite to any other source of law supplementing them: attorney general opinions, court decisions, 
administrative rules or guidelines. 

 
Additional comments: 
 
 
8. Does any relevant source of law acknowledge in any way the state’s responsibility to permanently 
maintain government information? 
 

 ___ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” briefly discuss that recognition; cite to and provide relevant language. 

 
Additional comments: 
9.   Whether or not a supporting source of law can be identified, does the printing office/official printer 
acknowledge responsibility to permanently maintain government information? 
 

 ___ Yes 
 ___ No 

  
a.  If “Yes,” briefly discuss when and how that responsibility was acknowledged; cite to any 

supporting source of law. 
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Additional comments: 
 
 
10. Has the printing office/official printer undertaken any special initiatives or projects involving 
“permanent public access” of government information? 
 

___ Yes 
___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” briefly describe those special initiatives or projects; discuss their effectiveness and actual 

accomplishments. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
11.  Has any litigation involving the printing office/official printer resulted from the state’s failure to 
“permanently” maintain government information? 
 

___ Yes 
___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and briefly discuss each case. 

 
Additional comments: 
 
 
12.  Discuss any unique circumstances in your state relevant to the official printing office and/or official 
printer. 
 
 
G.  STATE ARCHIVES AND STATE ARCHIVIST 
 
This section addresses your state’s official archives and state archivist.  If these responsibilities are by law 
under the auspices of your state library and state librarian, please move on to Section H. 
 
 
1.   Does your state have an official archives (or equivalent) and/or an official archivist (or equivalent)? 
 

 _x_ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” provide the complete official name for the archives and/or archivist; cite the statute giving 

that information.    
 

Catherine Morris, State Archivist and Records Administrator; N.C. GEN. STAT. , CH. 121, North 
Carolina Archives and History Act 

 
b.  If “No,” skip this whole section. 

 
Additional comments: 
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2.   Cite the “enabling” statute that created and defines the powers/responsibilities of the 
archives/archivist. 
 
N. C. GEN. STAT. CH. 121, North Carolina Archives and History Act 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
3.   Does the archive/archivist have power to promulgate administrative regulations? 

 
 _x__ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite the body of administrative regulations promulgated by the archive/archivist. 

           
N.C. GEN. STAT. 121-5 North Carolina Historical Commission 
N.C. Admin. Code tit. 7, Ch.4, subchap.4R 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
4.   The archive/archivist has defined responsibilities for which branches? 
 
 _x__ Executive 
 _x_ Legislative 
 _x_ Judicial 
 _x__ Administrative (applying to all agencies, no matter what branch of government) 
 _x__ Other 
 

a.  Briefly explain your answer and cite to applicable statutes/regulations. 
 
N.C. GEN. STAT. Ch 121- The Department of Cultural Resources shall be the official archival 
agency of the State of North Carolina with authority as provided throughout this Chapter and 
Chapter 132 of the General Statutes of North Carolina in relation to the public records of the state, 
counties, municipalities, and other subdivisions of government. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
5.   Briefly discuss the functions of the archive/archivist. 
 
Additional comments:  
 
The mission statement reads: To safeguard, preserve, and provide access to North Carolina’s 
documentary past and present so that it will be available in the future. 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. 121-5 states: 
d) Preservation of Permanently Valuable Records. - Public records certified by the Department of 
Cultural Resources as being of permanent value shall be preserved in the custody of the agency in 
which the records are normally kept or of the North Carolina State Archives. Any State, county, 
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municipal, or other public official is hereby authorized and empowered to turn over to the 
Department of Cultural Resources any State, county, municipal, or other public records no longer 
in current official use, and the Department of Cultural Resources is authorized in its discretion to 
accept such records, and having done so shall provide for their administration and preservation in 
the North Carolina State Archives. 
 
6.   Are the powers/responsibilities of the archive/archivist defined differently for electronic government 
information vis-à-vis print government information? 
 

 ___ Yes 
 _x__ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and briefly discuss applicable statutes/regulations addressing electronic 

government information; how is it treated differently? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
7.   Do applicable statutes/regulations for the archive/archivist set forth powers/responsibilities relating to 
“permanent public access” of government information? 
 

 _x_ Yes                   
 ___ No 
 

 
a. If “Yes,” cite to and discuss any provisions /regulations that address those powers/responsibilities; 

cite to any other source of law supplementing them: attorney general opinions, court decisions, 
administrative rules or guidelines. 

 
N. C. GEN. STAT. 132-1(b)  
The public records and public information compiled by the agencies of North Carolina 
government or its subdivisions are the property of the people.  Therefore, it is the policy of this 
state that the people may obtain copies of their public records and public information free or at 
minimal cost unless otherwise specifically provided by law. 

 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
8.  Does any relevant source of law acknowledge in any way the state’s responsibility to permanently 
maintain government information? 
 

 _X__ Yes     
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” briefly discuss that recognition; cite to and provide relevant language. 

 
N. C. GEN. STAT. 121-5 (d)   
Public records certified by the Department of Cultural Resources as being of permanent value 
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shall be preserved in the custody of the agency in which the records are normally kept or of the 
North Carolina State Archives. 

 
Additional comments: 
 
 
9.   Whether or not a supporting source of law can be identified, does the archive/archivist acknowledge 
responsibility to permanently maintain government information? 
 

 _x__ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” briefly discuss when and how that responsibility was acknowledged; cite to any 

supporting source of law. 
 
See answer to number 8. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
10.  Has the archive/archivist undertaken any special initiatives or projects involving “permanent public 
access” of government information? 
 

___ Yes     
_x__ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” briefly describe those special initiatives or projects; discuss their effectiveness and actual 

accomplishments. 
 

Additional comments: 
 
 
11.  Has any litigation involving the archive/archivist resulted from the state’s failure to “permanently” 
maintain government information? 
 

___ Yes 
_x__ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” briefly discuss the circumstances of each case and its outcome, and provide citations to 

any court decisions. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
12.  Discuss any unique circumstances in your state relevant to the official archive and/or official archivist. 
 
 
H.   STATE LIBRARY AND STATE LIBRARIAN 
This section addresses your state’s official library and state librarian.  There is no separate section that 
addresses the official law library and state law librarian, if any.  If your state has an official library and an 
official law library (and/or official librarian and official law librarian), it may be appropriate to address those 
government entities and/or persons separately. 
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1. Does your state have an official library (or equivalent) and/or an official librarian (or equivalent)? 
 

 __x_ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” provide the complete official name for the library and/or librarian; cite to the statute giving 

that information. 
 

North Carolina State Library 
Sandra M. Cooper, State Librarian 
N. C. GEN. STAT. 125-11 

 
b.  If “No,” skip this whole section. 

 
Additional comments: 
 
 
2.   Cite the “enabling” statute that created and defines the powers/responsibilities of the library/librarian. 
   
N. C. GEN. STAT. 125-11 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
3.   Does the library/librarian have power to promulgate administrative regulations? 

 
 _x__ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite the body of administrative regulations promulgated by the library/librarian. 
 

N. C. GEN. STAT. 125-11.9(7)  
The State librarian shall adopt rules to administer the library program.   

 
N.C. Admin. Code tit. 7, r. 2A-2B 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
4. The library/librarian has defined responsibilities for which branches? 
 
 ___ Executive 
 ___ Legislative 
 ___ Judicial 
 __x_ Administrative (applying to all agencies, no matter what branch of government) 
 __x_ Other- the University of North Carolina system 
 

a.  Briefly explain your answer and cite to applicable statutes/regulations. 
 
Additional comments: 
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5.   Briefly discuss the functions of the library/librarian. 
 
The State Library is designated as the official, complete and permanent depository for all State 
publications.  The State Library also provides information and reference service concerning North 
Carolina and federal publications to state and local government officials, the members of the 
General Assembly, to state employees, and to the general public by telephone, mail, or in person. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
6.   Are the powers/responsibilities of the library/librarian defined differently for electronic government 
information vis-à-vis print government information? 
 

 ___ Yes 
 x__ No 

  
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and briefly discuss applicable statutes/regulations addressing electronic 

government information; how is it treated differently? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
7.   Do applicable statutes/regulations for the library/librarian set forth powers/responsibilities relating to 
“permanent public access” of government information? 
 

 _x__ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and discuss any provisions/regulations that address those powers/responsibilities ; 

cite to any other source of law supplementing them: attorney general opinions, court decisions, 
administrative rules or guidelines. 

 
N. C. GEN. STAT. 125-11.7 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
8.   Does any relevant source of law acknowledge in any way the state’s responsibility to permanently 
maintain government information? 
 

 _x__ Yes 
 ___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” briefly discuss that recognition; cite to and provide relevant language. 
 

N. C. GEN. STAT. 125-11.7  
The State Library shall be the official complete, and permanent depository for all state 
publications, and shall receive five copies of all State publications in addition to the copies 
required for the depository system. 
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Additional comments: 
 
 
9.   Whether or not a supporting source of law can be identified, does the library/librarian acknowledge 
responsibility to permanently maintain government information? 
 

 ___ Yes 
 ___ No 
 
See answer to number 8; N. C. GEN. STAT. 125-11.7 

 
a.  If “Yes,” briefly discuss when and how that responsibility was acknowledged; cite to any 

supporting source of law. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
10.  Has the library/librarian undertaken any special initiatives or projects involving “permanent public 
access” of government information? 
 

_x_ Yes 
___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” briefly describe those special initiatives or projects; discuss their effectiveness and actual 

accomplishments. 
 

Find NC.   
This is an electronic search engine for agency publications on the web.  This project is still 
currently in progress. 
 
The Access to State Government Information Initiative. 
The State Library was recently awarded a 3 year grant to address the issue of access to electronic 
only information.  The goal of the project is to ensure continued public access to current and 
historical state government information regardless of format.  The Initiative is a collaborative 
effort involving the State Library, the State Data Center, the State Records Center, and a core 
Advisory Group of primary stakeholders including agencies, librarians, data specialists, and end-
users.  Project staff and stakeholders will work together to reassess the state’s approach to 
identifying, collecting, preserving, and providing continued access to state government 
information in all formats, including digital. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
11.  Has any litigation involving the library/librarian resulted from the state’s failure to “permanently” 
maintain government information? 
 

___ Yes 
_x__ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and briefly discuss each case. 
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Additional comments: 
 
 
12.   Discuss any unique circumstances in your state relevant to the state library and/or state librarian. 
 
 
I.   STATE DEPOSITORY LIBRARY LAWS 
 
States often have a depository library program patterned after the federal model for disseminating federal 
government publications. 
 
 
1.   Does your state have a “depository library program,” as referred to in the paragraph above? 
 

__x_ Yes 
___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite your state’s depository library law statutes and the administrative regulations that 

supplement them.     
 
N. C. GEN. STAT. 125-11 established a depository system. 
N.C. Admin. Code tit. 7, r. 2B.0101- r. 2B.0102 

 
b.  If “No,” skip this whole section. 

 
Additional comments: 
 
 
2.   Do the depository library statutes/regulations address electronic government information separately 
vis-à-vis print government information? 
 

___ Yes 
__x_ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and briefly discuss statutes/regulations addressing electronic government 

information; how is it treated differently? 
 

b.  If “No,” explain whether or not the statutes/regulations have been construed to cover electronic 
government information? 

 
N. C. GEN. STAT. 125-11.6 (2) 
Definition of a document refers to any printed document regardless of whether the printed 
document is in paper, film, tape, disk, or any other format. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
3.   Do any depository library statutes/regulations assure “permanent public access” of electronic 
government information? 
 

___ Yes 
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_x_ No 
 

a.  If “Yes,” cite to and discuss any provisions/regulations that address “permanent public access”; 
cite to any other source of law supplementing them: attorney general opinions, court decisions, 
administrative rules or guidelines. 

 
Additional comments: 
 
 
4.   Do the depository library statutes/regulations or any other source of law supplementing them 
(particularly a declaration of legislative intent or a relevant attorney general opinion) declare the public 
policy of the state and address the scope of citizens’ access to government information or acknowledge the 
state’s responsibility to permanently maintain public records?  
 

_x_ Yes 
___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” cite to and provide relevant language. 
 

N. C. GEN. STAT. 125-11.5 
To establish a depository system for the distribution of state publications to designated libraries 
throughout the state in order to facilitate public access to publications by state agencies. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
5.   Have depository libraries as a whole undertaken any special initiatives or projects involving 
“permanent public access” of government information? 
 

_x_ Yes 
___ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” briefly describe those special initiatives or projects; discuss their effectiveness and actual 

accomplishments. 
 
The State Access to Information Initiative discussed above and in the Executive Summary. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
6.  Please determine the absolute number or percentage of titles: 
 

___ Formerly distributed in print, now distributed exclusively in electronic format. 
___ Never before distributed, now distributed in electronic format. 

 
Additional comments: 
 
The state library does not have this information.  They hope to obtain the information as part of a 
grant proposal. 
 
 



 
7.   Discuss the depository library program’s effectiveness and actual accomplishments in disseminating, 
preserving and providing access of electronic government information?   
 
North Carolina is effective in disseminating information to libraries throughout the state.  The new 
Access to State Government Information Initiative, which is just beginning this year, should 
continue to improve the effectiveness. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
J.   COOPERATIVE ARRANGEMENTS 
 
One can imagine any number of cooperative arrangements to assure “permanent public access.”  A well-
known example is the partnership between the Texas Electronic Depository program (involving the Texas 
State Library and Archives Commission) and the University of North Texas Libraries (see description for 
program C304 at Computers in Libraries 2002 on the Information Today website).  A hypothetical example 
of a less formalized cooperative arrangement is where a state’s highest court relies on the state bar 
association to publish the court’s decisions. 
 
 
1.   To secure PPA, has any state agency or other government entity (judicial, legislative or executive) 
partnered with any not for profit, educational, or for profit organization outside of government? 
 

 ___ Yes 
 _x_ No 

 
 a.  If “Yes,” describe each partnership, noting whether it is funded by a grant or through a 
government appropriation; give a brief history and summary of accomplishments. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
2.   Does the state rely on any cooperative activities that are not actually formalized? 

 
___ Yes 
_x_ No 

 
a.  If “Yes,” describe each relationship and cooperative activity; give a brief history and a summary 

of accomplishments. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
3.   Does any state agency or other government entity secure “permanent public access” through any 
other type of cooperative arrangement? 
 

___ Yes 
_x_ No 

 
a.  Describe each cooperative arrangement; give a brief history and a summary of 
accomplishments. 

 
Additional comments: 
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K. FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED IN FUTURE ADVOCACY OR REFORM EFFORTS 
 
 
1.   If “permanent public access” is neglected in your state, carefully examine existing public records 
statutes, freedom of information statutes, public access laws, etc., and respond to the following: 
 

a.  If possible, cite to and discuss one or two specific places in statutes or other sources of law 
where the state legislature or a responsible agency might naturally insert basic reform language. 

 
b.  If specific places to insert reform language are not obvious, very briefly discuss what state 

agency or other government entity might naturally be made responsible for “permanent public 
access.” 

 
Additional comments: 
 
Permanent public access is not neglected in North Carolina, but initiatives are continuing.  It may 
be useful to review the status again after the “Access to State Government Initiative” is well 
underway.  The project began in July 2002. 
 
 
2.   Discuss known failed efforts in your state to achieve “permanent public access”; how might new 
efforts succeed? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
L.  DIRECTORY 
 
This section asks you to collect directory-type information for important state officials involved in the 
dissemination of government information. 
 
Provide official contact information for: 
 
1.   State Chief Information Officer (or equivalent)   
George Bakolia 
Chief Information Officer 
4101 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-4101 
919-981-2680 (tel) 
919-981-5043 (fax) 
George.Bakolia@ncmail.net 
 
 

2. State Printer      
None 
         

3. State Archivist      
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Catherine Morris 



 

109 E. Jones St. 
Raleigh, NC 27601  
919-733-3952 (tel) 
919-733-8807 (fax) 
Catherine.Morris@ncmail.net 
 
Mailing Address: 
4610 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-4610  
 
4.   State Librarian and/or State Law Librarian   
Sandra Cooper 
State Librarian 
109 East Jones St. 
Raleigh, NC 27601 
919-733-2570 (tel) 
919-733-8748 (fax) 
Sandy.cooper@ncmail.net 
 
Mailing address: 
4640 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-4640 
 
5.   State Attorney General (on freedom of information act issues, etc.)   
Roy Cooper 
NC Office of the Attorney General  
North Carolina Department of Justice 
P.O. Box 629 
Raleigh, NC 27602-0629 
919-716-6400 (tel) 
919-716-6750 (fax) 
e-mail: agjus@mail.jus.state.nc.us  
 
 
 
M. IMPORTANT STATE RESOURCES  
 
Provide URLs or other finding information for: 
 
1.   Official state home page                www.ncgov.com 
 
2.   State agency portal                       Home page in number 1 
 

a.  Does the portal have a searching capability similar to FirstGov? Yes 
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3.   Legislative website    www.ncla.state.nc.us/ncleg.net 
 

a.  Does the website cover the current year only?  Bill coverage back to 1995/96. 
 

b.  Are services free or fee-based? Free 
 
 
4.   Judicial websites                    www.nccourts.org           www.aoc.state.nc.us 
 
 
5.   Regulatory agency websites    http://ncrules.state.nc.us/ 
 
6.   Freedom of Information Service Hotline 
 

a.  Does the state have an ombudsman for freedom of information act issues? 
 
No; each agency has a public information officer 

 
b.  Is the state attorney general’s office the public’s contact for freedom of information act issues? 
 
Yes; the Citizens Rights Office of the Attorney Generals’ office.    

  

http://www.nccourts.org
http://www.aoc.state.nc.us

